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1. February 12, 1943, Culver City

April 4, 1943, Camp Stonemen,

April 22, i3, Boarded U, S. A. T. Tjisadane.

l'ay 13, 1943, Arrived APO 502 Service Corrmnd Casue
lay 25, ) ived APC 708 13th Air Force.
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Losses in Action: Officers and
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HEADQUARTERS
COMBAT CAMERA UNIT
THIRTEENTE AIR FORCE
APO 719 O/ ecp

30 September 1943

SUBJECT: Historical Date of Thirteenth AAF Combat Camera Unit.
(par. 13, AR 345-105)

TO : Commanding General, Thirteenth Air Force, APO 709.

A. Orgapization.

1. Thirteenth AAF Combat Camera Unit.

2. February 12, 1943.

3. First Motion Picture Unit, Culver City, Californis.

4., Parsgraph 7, Special Order 38, 129, First Motion Picture Unit, AAF,
Culver City, California dated February 12, 1943, pursuent to authority contained
in Immediate Action Letter AG 320.2 WD AGO dtd February 4, 1943 with Priority
Rating for Controlled Items of Equipment.

5. Original Assignment of Personnel per peragraph 1, Specidl Order 52,
Hq Firet Motion Picture Unit, AAF. 6 officers and 20 enlisted Men. (1 Major,
2 First Lieutenants, 3 Second Lieutenants, 1 Staff Sergeant, 1 Sergeant, 4
Corporals, 7 Privates First Clesss, 7 Privates.)

B. Changes-
1. Increased the number of personnel at advanced offensive bases within
the South Pacific Aree.
2. * Authorized Changes in Tables of Organization.
a. Authorized one additional Staff/Sergesnt Reting in lieu of Sgt
Reting for Organization Supply NCO per Cir 287 dtd 8/ 27/ 42.
b. Authorized one additional Corporal Rating in lieu of Private firet
Class for Organization Mail Orderly per Cir 30 dtd 1/26/43.

C. Strengih.

1. Six Officers and Twenty-three enlisted men.

2. One Enlisted Man - McIntyre, Bert H. Jr., Pfc, - 39556797; subseguent

assignment per par 37 SO 211, Hq 6th Repl Depot, APO 502, dtd 24 September
1943. (Auth: Reqn #3 13th Air Force APO 719 dtd 8 Sept 1943 & RTO #23.

3. 1st Lt. McGonigal, ASN 0922734; trf fr sk in hosp to General Hospital
(perm chg of sta) per par 2 SO 64 Hg A Ser Com Office of the Surgeon, APO 708 dtd
July 1, 1943. Pfc Haber, ASN 32423544 evac to next higher echelon of Medical -
evacuation on 31 August 1943 pp 1 SO 126 Hq Prov Ser Com APO 709 dtd 1 Sept 1943
Bvac to APO 932 Dropped from the roll of this organization as of 1 Sept 1943.
Captain H, Clark Remsey.

4. Five (5) Officers and Twenty-three (23) enlisted men.

D. Stations.
1. Rotation of parts of Unit, at frequent intervals, to AP0 709 and APO 453.
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1. Sunday Auguat 8th, arrangements were made by Major Lloyd for himgelf and a
s2all group of cameramen to leave by LST boat for Munda. Complications arose and the
boat left the next morning about ten o'clock. Zig-Zaging, the small convoy of LST
boats made their way from Guadalcanal. As the thin early light of dawn filtered
through the low-hanging clouds and misty rain, transports, convoyed by destroyers,
threaded through the reef studded channel between Rendova Island and the New Georgias
to make a landing at Sssavele. Here the men and supplies were transferred to LCT
boats which are better adapted to make their way through the reefs and shoals in
Roviana Legoon. It took just about an hour by LCT boat to reach Lambeti Plantation.
The landing was made and troops and supplies poured off she boat onto the beach.

The sun was well up and the rain had stopped. It was not long before the Major learn-
ed that there were no Army Air Corps Units at Munda. Mejor Lloyd, Lt. Siegel,

Sgt Stirling, Cpl Gano, and Pfc Jackley comprised the first Air Corps Unit to set up
quarters on the reeently occupied land. Over about a two mile road-to-be, they
traveled with thelr equipment end cameras. It wasn't long before they settled them-
selves and relaxed into the usual routine of taking pictures; stopping Jjust long
enough to seek cover as the Jep planes from Vila Airdrome made their usual runs to
bomd and strafe. The first night was a novel experience. The Japmnese sent their
planes over periodically. It was dangerously-different from the Canal because
"conditions-red" existed with 1ittle or no forewarning. Everyone was nervous and
"jumpy". The guards would yell "Halt who's there" and then shoot before waiting for
an answer. As one picked hie way to a latrine near the jungle edge, he could hear
the whine of the sniper's bullets. Just as everyone would settle down to sleep the
ack-ack and machine guns would start, and to the fox-hole everyone would go.

Quietly everyone sat listening to the planes over head and the bombs fallling near
by. For two weeks the Major and his men ate, and photographed. Sleeping was rare.
Movies were teken of the Jap bodies, the bomb craters, the repairing of the strip
and the placing of installations end defenses. The CB's worked fast and they 'had
temporary roads bullt within about five days. It was scarcely three days and the
strip was available for a limited amount of traffic. Living conditions were fair.
It rained almost three to four times a day. Making travel exceedingly difficult.
Almost no mcsquitos were to be found, but the rotting, decaying bodies; festering

in the hot sun gave birth to thousands of nats and flies. At the end of the two
weeks Lt. Borghi, Sgt Moore, Sgt Ivan and Pfc Haber relieved the men stationed

at Munda,

G. 2eattlas.

1. During the last of June Sgt Stirling and Pfc Donelson accompanied a bombing
migsion of B=24's to bomb Maku Island in the Marshall & Gilbert Group. This was the
first of the photographic missions that the men of this Unit went on into this northern
sector. On June 27th Lt. Borghi, Sgt Ivan, Cpl Nelson apg Ffc Jackley spotted South-
west of the Shortlands, three Japanese destroyers. Four the B-25's from the 69th Sq
and one from the 390th took off at 1700 to skip bdomb the three ship. They flew at
fifty feet. General Twining gave each pilot permission to turn back if gas were low,
as the target was over 400 miles from Guadalcanal. ¥hile the Navy battled with the
Japanese in Kula Gulf, the men in this Unit were flying almost daily, photographing
the heavy bombing of the Jap positions at Munda. The efforts and missions were
concentrated, during the last part of June and July. On June 25th Lt. Ramsey, Sgt

SECREZ

Eam m
THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

Farlow, Cpl Nelson, Cpl Mysch, Cpl Batcheller and Sgt S¢Clair accompanied a mission
of bombers over Bairoko Harbor and Kolobangara, Mundas supply depot. July lst Lt.
Bergholz, Sgt Stirling, Pfc Kelly and Lt. Siegel, Pfc Jackley, Cpl Batcheller flew
with the 370th Group and Lt. Borghi, Pfc Donelson, Pfc Cochran flew with the 72nd Sg.
Both these outfits, protected by seventy-two fighters headed for Kahili. The flights
passed over Bougainville but no bomds were dropped.....because of bad vieibility. On
July 3rd the mission to Kahili wac again set. Later it was called off when a Jap
task force was sighted coming there way. The mission finally left (Lt. Ramsey, Sgt
Stirling, Pfc Jackley, Sgt Farlow, and Sgt Ivan and Pfc Cochran) but could not find
their target so hombed the alternate target of Munda. Or July 4th Pfc Haber and

Cpl Nelson photographed on a migsion of fifteen B-25's carrying 1000 and 2000 pound
bombs. They dropped their bombs on camcuflaged Jap supply dumps at Bairoko anchorgge.
After dropping their bombs they straffed Jap installations. July 5th Lt. Borghi

and Pfe Donelson went on e mission to Ballale. With conditions as they were at
Munda....Ballale and Kahili airdromes, on the southern tip of Bouganville island,
gained great importance as potentiel sources of air support for Jap-beleagured Mundae.
Tris £ rald was the nearest thing to a blitz yet recorded by the Thirteenth Air Force
end allied aircraft. Lt. Borghi and Pfc Donelson felt they got very good results
showing bombs hitting, exploding and the resulting fires. Just as the force was
about to leave for home....interception was encountered. Between the Zerce and the
ack-ack the situation became tense. Lt. Borghi could have photographed Zeros attack-
ing the right wing, but?ﬁandle of the gun had broken off. He had to lay his camera
aside in order to fix the gun. In no time the serial of hie plane was shot off.
Yonelson,at the same time, was having trouble with a waist-gun that had jammed in his
plane. He.opened the cover and soon had the gun firing. The lead plane of this element
was shot thru the bomb bay, ahd its flap controls and landing gear damaged. On July
6th “t, Borghi and Pfc Cochran went on a bombing mission Just about dusk, over
Bellale. 2his was one of a series of raids on the Japs attempt to run supplies to
their bases near New Georgia. They encountered a good deal of ack-ack and three Jap
Zeros. The same evening Lt. Ramsey and Sgt StClair went on a bombing migsion to Buka.
Flashes of bombe and ack-ack were photographed. Lt. Siegel, Sgt Ivan and Cpl Batchelle:
end Captain Bergholz also had left on a mission of B-24's to bomb Kahili. They photo-
graphed fuel dumps ablaze and the fires started among the grounded aircraft. Cn
August lst Sgt Montgomery accompanied a bombing mission which raided the Buin Faisi
Area. With the strong fighter escort no interception was encountered. August 2nd,
Captain Bergholz and Bgt Stoughton photographed tons of bombs dropping on enemy gun-
positions, bivouac and sup-ly areas around Bairoko “arbor. These missions were a
series of softening up touches on the Japmnese foxhole and dunker defensee which were
being approached by the gound troops. The first eight days of the month gave wey

to many bombing missions over New Georgia, lasbing fiercly at the Jep Defenses. On
August 4th, Pfc Haber photographed a mission to Kahili, but altermate target at

San Isabel was bombed instead. On August 7th, Lt. Siegel accompenied one of the two
attacks involving a total of about two hundred plenes. August 11th, Captain Berghol:z
and Sgt Montgomery again flew to Kehili Airdrome, in which our planes knocked out anti-
sircraft installations and also hit supply dumps. Lt. Ramsey,on the sane day, caught
with their cameras our air attack on doth Vila Air Base and the geaplane base at
Bekata Boy. On August 12th, Sgt Daniels and Ffc Haber flew to Kahili. During this
trip, Pfc Haber became a gunner upon interception of Zeros. Sgt Stoughton and Opl
Batcheller were on tho same migsion, which proved latter to be one of the most success-
ful everf made by our forces. Capt Bergholz and Sgt Montgomery on August 13th
accompafiiedair action over Vila Airdrome on Kolombangara, and on August 14, 1943 Sgt
Daniels and Sgt StClair photographed action against enemy barges off Choiseul Igland
near Hekata Bay. Pfc Cochran flew to Rekata Bay and photogrpahed another one of the
series of bombings on this seaplane base. Lt. Siegel accompanied a flight to Kahili
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but returned to bomb Japanese fortifications on Kolombengara. August 26, 30th;

Captain Bergholz, Sgt Farlow, Cpl Batcheller, Sgt Montgomery and Sgt Stirling

recorded on film more of the daily air action on Kahili Airdrome. Un the thirtieth
heavy zero interception was encountered. Approximately fifty zeros in the air,attacked
our flights. Fragmentation bombe were dropped from above on to two of our bombers.
One B-24 was shot down during this fracas.

September 2nd, Sgt Daniels, Cpl Batcheller and Pfc Cochrah flew to Kahili. This
was one of the largest raide ever to leave the Cenal. There were something like four
squadrons of B-24's and between eighty and one hundred fighters and some dive bombers.
They dropped tons of bombs on Japanese troop bivouac, supply areas as well as the poc-
marked airdrome. September 3rd Captain Bergholz went on a mission to Kahili. As his
plane turned to amke a run on the target on of the engines caught fire. The pilot
immediately feathered the motor. With only three engines in operation the plane lagged
behind the formation. As the other planes moved ahead the fighter protection left
too. This lone bomber was left to the mercy of the Zekes and Oscars. Witvhout reach-
ing the target, they headed for home. The Jap-fighters without reason left them to
follow the others. Captain Bergholz came back with gome excellent pictures and per-
haps a blood-pressure a little above what it should have been. On September 4th,

Sgt Farlow and Sgt Stirling accompanied a mission of bombers who made a new violent
raid on the isolated Jap Garrison of Vila on Kolombangara. Torpedo Bombers and
dauntless dive bombers excorted by fighters delivered two heavy attacks on supplies
and the defenses at Vila. September 6th, Sgt Stirling made his thirteenth mission to
Vila. Three Jap Coastal Guns were destroyed and many of the Gun crews killed. Hegvy
damage was caused to the airdrome itself. September 11th, Sgt Stirling left with a
flight of bombers for Kahili. The planes set fuel dumps ablaze and started fires in
bivouac areas.

H.
1. Major Frank W. G. Lloyd, Commanding Officer, with Lt. Siegele and three
enlisted men left Guadalcanal for Munda on August Sth.
2. Captain Bergholz, during the temporary absence of Major Lloyd continued
direction of operations, of the various groups of men spread throughout the
Sclomons and New Hebrides.

Logge .

1. Cgptain H. Clark Ramsey was wounded the morning of September 19, 1943

about 0300, when Jap Sombers came over and dropped bombs in the officer's area
near Fighter #2, on Guadalcanal. The planes were over the field when the warning
was given. A small bomb landed directly behind tents #15 and #16, riddled the tent
tents and wounded the men. Captain Ramsey's tent had over 200 holes in it.
Shrapnel wounded him in the abdomen. Fortunately his stomach was not pierced.

“he wound is serious, but full recovery is expected. He was removed to the 52nd
Station Hospital. All day he slept under the effects of drugs. He was evacuated
to the next higher echelon of medical evacuation by Hq Provisional Service Command
APO 709 pp 2 SO 145. He was dropped from the rolls of this organization as of
23rd of September, 1943.

Mejor Lloyd, Thirteenth AAF Combat Camera Unit with General Twining,
COMAIRSOLS.
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Sgt Davidson, Sgt StClair acd Cpl Nelson on location at the 25th Evacuation
Hogpital.

Cameramen photographing the Malaria Control work being done on Gudalcanal.
Sgt Montgomery photographing more of the Melaria Control.

Foxhole construction at Guadalcanal.

Photo-trailer. Cpl Mysch.

Cpl Nelson inside of the trailer.

Cpl Nelson and Cpl Mysch finishing the prints for mailing.

Pfc Jackley, Lt. Ramsey, Sgt Daniels, Captain Bergholz photographing

the visit of Gen. Knudsen and Mr. Patterson.

Capt. Ramsey covering the interview of General Twining and Colonel Shutt
of men rescued near Kahili.

Picture from Koken Gola hill at Munda across the strip.

Lt. Siegel, Sgt Stirling, Cpl Gano and Major Lloyd in action at Guadalcanal.

/
For the Commanding Officer: Z‘L‘_ &M_

NELSON O'GLENSKY,
1st Lt., Air Corps,

Adjutant.
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HEADQUARTERS
13TE AAF COMBAT CAMERA UNIT
APO 719 ECP/fn

29 Februsry 1944

Historical Data of 13th AAF Combat Camera Unit.
(par. 13, AR 345-105)

Commanding General, Thirteenth Alr Force, APO 709.

Orgapization.

1. Thirteenth AAF Combat Camera Unit.

2. February 12, 1943.

3. First Motion Picture Unit, Culver City, California.

4, Paragraph 7, Special Order 38, 129, First Motion Picture Unit,
AAF, Culver City, California dated February 12, 1943, pursuant to auth-
ority contained in Immediate Action Letter AG 320.2 WD AGO atd 4 Feb-
ruary 1943, with priority Rating for Controlled Items of Equipment.

5. Personnel assigned per parsgraph 1, Special Order 52, Hq. First
Motion Picture Unit, AAF, 6 Officers and 20 Enlisted . (1 Major, 2 First
Iieutenants, 3 Second Lieutenants, 1 Staff Sergeant, 1 Sergeant, 4 Corporals,
7 Privates First Class, 7 Privates.)

B. Changes-

1. Captain Theodore Z. Rickman, under the provisions of paragraph
4, AR 600-20, assumed command of the 13th AAF Combat Camera Unit, APO 719,
as of 13 February 1944.

C. Commend Relation with:(a. - next higher Headquarters) (b. -« Subordinate
Units) (e. = Other Services).

1. Special Staff Section of the Thirteenth Alr Farce.

{4y 2. Atchd to Thirteentk Air Force Headquarters for: rations, quarters,
and'a "slight® amount of administration. (Uge of Special Orders for promo tions,
travel and the travel certificates for recognized suthority for travell
Medical treatment and the use of dental facilities.

3. Letter Orders, File 062. (15) Hq Thirteenth Alr Force, APO 718, dtd
7 Febrvary 1944. "Supervision and coordination of activities of the 13th AAF
Combat Camera Unit is assigned to A-3, Trirteenth Air Force. The monthly
production summary and forecast listing projects in work including brief des-
cription, contents, estimated completion date and length, also total footage
shipped during preceding month will be submitted thru A. C. of 5. A-3.

4. Directives and mission received from and defined by Office, Asst.
Chief of Air Staff, Operations, Commitments & Requirements, Hq Army Alr Forces,
Pentagon Buidding, Arlington Virginia.

5. Film processed, cut edited with sound-track by Headquarters lst Arny
Alr Forces Combat Film Detachment, One Park Avenue, New York 16, New York.

6. Personnel Replacement Pool: Headquarters, Army Air Forces, Combat
Fraining Section, First Motion Picture Unit, Culver City, Californie.

| meam wm PE
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7. Speclal Projects for Theatre Commander recelved fri Headquarters
USAFISPA, New Caledonia, and coordinated by Thirteenth Air Force Headquarters,

8. TFilm processed in Field by: Headgquarters Pifth Alr Force Service
Comand, Purchasing and Contract Section = to be allocated to Commonweal th
Film Laboratories P/Ltd., Sydney; Filmcraft Labdoratories Pty, Ltd., Camper-
down, N. S. W.; Automatic Film Laboratories Pty. Ltd., Moore Purk, N, S. W.;
Cinesound Productions Pty. Ltd., Waverley, N. S. W. This work is to be to
the satisfaction of the U. S. Recelving Officer. Financial arrangements and
payment to Civilian Companies taken care of by Fifth Air Force Service Command,
Australia. Film shipped from 13th AAF CCU by Officer Courier direct to Fifta
Air Force Service Command, Purchasing and Contract Section % Lt. A. J. Winters.

SUZOEDINATE UNITS

9. There has been little or no relationship with Subordinate Units
in this theatre except for special eguipment or repair work.

OT:ZR SERVICES

10. There has been a good deal of Marine-Ground Coordinstion with this
organization, in the photographic coverage of current ground targets.

11. On 22 March 1944, Headquarter, I MARINE ARMPHIBIOUS CORPS, In the
Field, placed on temporary duty, Corporal Charles J. Miller, 840611, USMC (SS)
in connection with instruction in the repair of motion picture cameras. This
organization provided this instruction.

12. In accordance with our mission, this organization,has been granted
by the Navy in this theatre right of quartering, rationing our men with their
units. The air crew members are also granted the right to fiy with the Navy
in securing photographic coverage of targets that are later on to be covered
by thea: Alr Corps.

D, S C. 14 >

1. Nine Officers and Thirty-One Eniisted Men.

2. Pfc Hershon, Maurice R., 39280183; Pfc Parke, John B., 32012736;
trfd fr Eq Sq Thirteenth Air Force, Guadalcanal to and asgd to 13th AAF
Combat Camera Unit pp 2 SO 46 Hg Thirteenth Air Force Jd 16 February 1944.

3. Captain Bergholz, Razett E., 0-909690, reld fr further asgmt and
duty with this org, eff 1200, 1 January 1944, UP Par 6 Sec V WD cir 127,
1943.

4. T/Sgt Montgomery, Ralph N., 13038878, T/Sgt Daniels, George W.,
18050333; 5/Sgt StClair, Ermest (NMI), 19065419, transferred in gr fr this
organization, AP0 709 to AP of E, Wamilton Field, Cal, eff 1200, 3 January
1944, UP Par 6, Sec V. WD Cir 128, 1943,

5. lst Lt. 0'Glensky, Nelson (NMI), 0-560182, reld fr thls org, asgd
to Det "C" 375th Base Hq & Air Base Sq., APO 709 pp 3 SO 20, dtd 20 Jan 44,
Eq 13th AF, APO 719,

6. S5/Sgt Stirling, John M., 19127552, trfd in gr fr this org UP Par 4
Sec VWD Cir 127 1943 to AP of E Ramilton Fid Californis for further asgnt
per Letter Orders 220.3 (71) Hq USAFISPA, Sol departed fr org 7 February 1944,

HeE =
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7. Sgt Kelly, John J., 32428456, fr sk 9th Sta Hosp Guadalcanal to
evac to Gen Hosp unknown as of 31 January 1944 pp 1 SO 31 Hq Ser Com Guadal-
canal.
8. 1st Lt. Siegel, Boy (NMI) trfd in gr fr sk in 39th Sta (Gen) Hosp
Auckland, New Zealand to Det of Pts 39th Gen Eosp to Gen Hosp Continental
Limits of US per Badio NR 149-12th Ser Com Auckland, New Zealand as of 13
February 1944,

9. T/Sgt Stoughton, Cecil W., 16028132, fr sk 9th Sta Hosp Guadalcanal
to evac to Gen Hosp Unknown as of 11 February 1944 per Memo #100, Hq USAFISFA
New Cpledonia.

10. Major Lloyd, Frank W. G., 0-922725, Pursuant to RAD R1283 Hq AAF
now on DS w/ Hq AAF Waghington DC is reld fr further asgmt and duty as of
12 February 1944.

11. S/Sgt Holstlaw, Harold J., 16144197; S/Sgt Cochran, Horace E.,
18165531, trfd in gr to AAFBTC, Keesler Field, Biloxi, Mississippi; pp 2 S0
45 Hq Forward Area Guadalcanal ,EM's left 27 February 1944 as of 0800.

12. Six Officers and Twenty-Four Enlisted Men at end of perlod.

E. Stations (permanent or temporary) of Unit ox parta thereaf.
Station January
Hepdquarters 13th AAF CCU 0 =
13th Bomb Com
G'Canal 6

13th AF Area
G'Canal

Detachments 307th Bomb Group
G'Canal

Fighter II
G'Canal

Munda Strip
New Georgia

Bougainville
Tontoutta

42nd Bomb Group
Rugsells

Green Island

5th Bomb Group
New Ceorgla

mEaEm W | |
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F. Marches.

1. YNone.

G. Operations, Unusual.
1. aria Control - Subj Fo. 536 - covered by this organization,

was feturned through the usual channels for processing and review. This
material, four reels, was screened for Major Acosta of the Alr Surgeon's Office,
in Washington DC. Ee felt that it would be excellent for the Engineers and
the Surgeon General's Office, but not for the Air Surgeon since, at that
moment, they were concerned chiefly with field improvisations of standard
malaria contrcl techniques and procedures taken by individuals to prevent
malaria. The material was subsequently screened for Major Moseley and Capt.
Baldwin, of the Surgeon General's Office; Captain Pollack of the Ground
Forces; Major Caples, Major Liebershaw, and Capt. B. A. B Grobmeier of the
Engineers Corps, and Mr. Hicke, of Repalr and Utilities of the Engineers,

and Capt. Gibson of Training Ald Staff. Both Major Moseley and Major Caples
felt that this material would be of great value to both the Surgeon General's
Office and the Engineers. At present, the Surgeon General's Office was
collaborating with the Engineers Corps in training engineering troops in the
physical methods of malaria control. Major Mosely was going to confer with

Major Caples to crystalize thelr requirements and advised lst Apmy Air Forces
Combat Pilm Detachment as to the ultimate disposition of this footage. To
enhance the value of the material,Major Moseley felt, that it would be desirable
to have additional sequences showing the screening of barracks, hospitals, etc.
larvacide dusting methods; filling operations; removal of native villages

and interior spraying. A War Department Circular was purposed for distri-
bution covering the material shown in the film.

2. Bditorial and Technical Report from lst Aruy Alr Forces Combat
Film Detachment, One Park Avemue, New York City, New York states: "It is
well understood that the Thirteenth Combat Camera Unit will cover any and all
operations in it ghhe-tre which can be-photogrghed. An analysis of the contents
of the Weekly Digzest, forwarded to you, shows that out of a total of 21,417 feet,
5,607 feet or 26 per cent, is credited to thae Thirteenth, which leads all other
Units by a substantial margin.”

3. Ltr fr Major General A. J. Barnett, Chief of Staff, Headquarters
USAFISPA, to Major General E. R. Harmon, dtd 23 February 1944. (Copy to this
heaiq;a:ﬁcre) "Receipt 1s acknrowledged of your letter of 15 February 1944 in
which you give & good resume as to what is being done by the Thirteenth Air
Force to comply with General Marchall's desire for increase photographic cover-
ege from Army Combat Units. Our records also indicate that the ipirteenth
Air Force has not lsgged in photographic coversge. Our Public Relations Officer
tells me in the above regard that the Thirteenth Air Force leaves little to be
desired. Your whole=hearted ccoperation in this matter is greatly eppreciated
and if this Headquarters can be of any assistence to you in your pho tographic
activities, please do not hesitate to make your needs known."

H. Operations, Usual.
1. Chronological listi of events and participation of this organization's
& P I
perscnnel in these events and photographic missions.

7 Jan 44: Holstlaw to Rabaul - "The target was closed in so I exposed some film
of bomdbs leaving plare."

Eam m
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Stirling to Babsul - "Wfe had very bad weather but we dropped our
bombe through the clouds.”

Gano writes from Munda - "I have made arrangements with the field
tower to be notified ir tne event of any prospective crashes. Had
I not been told repeatedly that no more operational losses were
to be covered, I would have covered previous crash landinzs."”

Donelson at Treasury - "We lost three of the six H series careras
and are installing the new ones in the J series plane. Suggest

you send us some more cameras if available.”

Haber to Rabaul - "I photographed 25' of searchlights at Rabaul.
Camera spring broke at 30'."

Batcheller ic Rohanl - "Several shots of flare-bombs on city of
Bobaul. We were picked up by the lights just as the bombs on city
of Rabaul exploded. We employed evasive action and then went into
a convenient cloud.”

Batcneller to Borpop - "Shots of Sqd of B-24's in flight with good
cloud formation in background and Cholseul Igland in background.
Shots of bombs, 10001bs leaving bomb-bay %o target bomb bursts on
target.”

Yatcheller to Rabaul - "Shots of searchlignts looking for planes
as we approached the target. Shot of fires started in the town
of Rabaul - shot of AA flash on ground as they were firing-up.

. Snot of searchlight looking for planes.”

Batcheller to Lakanunal - "Shots of Jap searchlights. There are
about 30 searchlights ir all. Jap lights work in series of three
which are roteted as one. Zach have a different circumference of
1light set at a different altitude so that if they have the correct
azimuth, the lights will pick out your plane no matter your altitude.

Borghi, Olson & Stoughton dropped Parapack supplies to the trapped
Fijian Scouts at Ibu, Bougainville.

Whitman to Babaul - "5-10001b bombs all landed in water. JHose
wheel went out on landing in heavy rain. Left main wheel strut
sprung. Yo casualties.”

Satcheller to Rabaul - "Shots of P-28's , P4U's, F6f's, and Wildcats
giving our formation cover. There were about 55 feed fighters all
over the sky. It was®clear day with good cloud formations in
background.”

Borgni writes from Bougainville: "I got in touch with Colonel
iracy o’ tne XIV Corps. He promised me a trip in the cubs, but

it dldn't pan out. The Fijian Commander seems %o want to work with
me. We are basking in the sun in the daytise,shrapnel at night...
very exciting.

Eam m -
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7 Feb 44:

Batcheller to Rabaul - "These two rolls show the fighter cover which
is vitally necessary for the heavy raids over Rabaul, and also the
bombs leaving the bomb bays, and their hits in the yater.

Stoughton over Torokina - Thesze two pictures were taken from a C-47
looking toward Torokina Strip.

Borgni - Location: Atsininia Bay into lagoon beyond Tarunia Point
8000yds beyond tne front lines. Transportation: LCM 3 or tank
lighter. Remarks: Troops making beach landing in rough sea prior
to three day patrol of interior.

Tutell continues to cover the Thirteenth Alr Force Service Command
Picture.

Borghi - shows general area around Torokina. (Active volcano, cub=
strip, interrogation of native scouts by coast watcher, shoerepair,
code comrunications, local natives bringing in fresi vegetables growvm
to trade for tobacco, male and female native labor used to carry
rations to the many outposts and the natives carrying in bannana
leaves to make a roof for a native hut. These photographs were taken
at a F1j1 outrost in the hills from the Yorokinia Strip.

Whitman to Rabaul "this footage shot on Aerial Phosphorus bombs
dropped by a Zero. I saw quite a number of these bombs in the sky,
but this one was the only one close enough to photograph.

Woodall to Rabaul (Lakaunai Airdrome) "My first mission. Bombs hit
on side and on runway. Plenty of AA and several planes damaged. I
saw several Zeros intercept us.”

Wnitman also wrote: "Encountered lots of flak. Got several small
holes in our ship. Saw some Zeros, but was too far away to photo=-
graph and too far away for our gunners tc hit. Saw one Zero brought
down by a fignter. Malfunction of bomb release caused some of our
bombs to land in water. Shot a few feet of the town of Rabaul before
reaching the target.”

Whitmar to Vunakanau Airdrome: " I had alrealy assigned Batcheller

and Jackley to this when I learned that 10001t bombs were to be carried
I decided to go along and had to use motor on Eyemo, since we only

have two day keys. We were attacked by about 30 Zeros over the tar-
get. With the motor throwing me off balance I couldn't get a shot

of them. The left waist gun gammed and 1 dropped the camera to help

the gunner.

Jadley to Vunakanau Airdrome: "Qoud formations obscured tne target.
Helped waist gunner with jammed gun so could not concentrate on
camera.

Batcneller: "Shots of volcano on Bougainville. Smoke was coming oud

I crater and the lava was all around the edges, flew adbout 1000' over
it and think it should show up well. Shots of cover on way to the
target, showing Corsaires in cloud with P-38's in background. I was

unable to photograph at the target since I had had to subdsitute for

Eam m
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the gunner whc had taken ill befere we left Munda,"
g

Borghi at Bougainville filmed troops on the march through jungle
ridgee, natives retreiving chutes from jungle dropped by cubs
and the Fijian Scouts on patrol.

10 Feb 44: Whitman to Tobera - "All bombe from both Squadrons hit the runwaye
and revetments. I concentrated on Zeros and got onme going down in
flames. Other two cameras had to go with the same squadron because
of new Cfficers on first mission filling space in 424 Sq."

Wocdall to Tobera - "Two zeros downed, very little AA.

bombs dropped by Japs pretty close but not damaged. About

got through the squadron and about 30 sighted at one time.

fighter protection for us was very good. Shot about §' of p

ous bombe off to our right wing tip. 30' of bomb hits on runway,
and about 25' of Zerc falling into water, about 20' of bombs away.”

McIntyre- "Very heavy attack of aerial bombs, light 22Z. Zero inter-
ception of about 15 planes. On the first bomb run the target was
rather closed-in with heavy white clouds, so we made another run.
Second run CK bomd hits on fileld were perfect. Shot about 25' of Zere
Alling in flames, 15' of aerial bombs dursting dy cur plane, 20°

of Zero in water. (Bl) Balance of film was of fighter cover protection.
Saw three zeros definitely fall."

7
u

14 Feb 44: Bombing of Rapopo - (Woodall-McIntyre)
McIntyre wrote: "This wms supposed to have been one of the largest
migsions ever sent to Rabaul. Five Squadrons were to have gome but
due to an accident at the take-off of one B=-24, the balance of th
squadron was delyaed in take-cff. Only tkree Sqiaurc“s bombed h.
Britain. The original target was Vunakannu but it was "closed-ixn"
so we bombed the seccndary target of Rapopo. ‘“here was no Zero
interception and very little AA.

"OFF Tni HEATEN TRACK IN GUADALCAMAL" a story prepared and p!

by Tutell and Pearson. These pictures depict a trip to Cape B

and Visale Mission on the island of Guadalcenal. This is the

ticze in three months that a land vehicle ventured into thie

This is the plkee that the Jap made his last stand on this ls

last battle was fought here about the fifth of February, 1943.

the beach we gsee si gn" of destruction that was inflicted on the enemy
as he was frantically trying to flee thie island. Hundreds of Jap
vessels, landing barges were stranded here by the accurated fire of
American guns. This film shows the natives and what was left to
then.

17 Feb 44: Decoration of Flight Mursee at 13th AF Hesdquarters by Major General
Hamon.

19 Feb 44: TRAPPED FIJIAN SCOUTS RESCUED f11zed dv Borghi. This fidm shows how
the ¥ij1an scouts who were trapped by a superior Jap Force were
rescued. These intrepid sons of the ungle escaped annihilation by a
large enemy force making thelr way thru the underbrush to the beach.

: HON N
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21 Feb 44:

23 Feb 44:

24 Feb 44:

25 Feb 44:

INTERBOGATLIOL OF FRIENDLY NATIVES AT 15U by Bérgni. ‘hese sound
pictures depict the methods used in questioning the friendly

natives of Bougainville. All sorts of important military information
is garnered from these people.

BOUGAISVILLE sATIVES RECEIVE RATIONS by 30:321- The pictutes show

Captain Costello's natives who are under his supervision. Captain
Costello is an Australian Officer. These natives are very useful

in all sorts of jungle work. Yhey are used to the climate and can
work here much better than white troops.

Whitman and Jackley go to Rapopo: Footage contains views of ruined
Rapopo Airdrome, bomb flashes on target (supply dump) and general

view of city of Rapbaul. Two formations of B-24's on the return trip.
initial target was at Lakunei repair area. “he ship that Whitman

was on was the only one that bombed there because of clouds. Other
ships bombed Rapopo. First part of ¥Vhitman's film shows bombs dropp-
ing through clouds and then a large fire at Rabeul caused by the Strike
Command which bombed anead of tnem.

B-25's strafe Barges, Pill boxes, huts and villages.

Tutell covers the Piper Cubs that are used in the direction of
artillery fire.

Whitman to Sulphur Creek -"Sulphurlreek closed-in so we bombed the
alternste target of Rapopo."

Batcheller to Sulphur Creek - "I flew with Lt. Watermar of the 370th
and our load was 8 10001b bombs, we were ir the C-2 position and the
first Squadron over the target. Our main target was AA positions,

but for some reason we bombed the secondary target of Rapopo airfield.
We went through one front to reach our target but the target was open,
our bombs fell to the left of the target and I photographed the hits.
I alsc shot a string of 1,0001b bombs faliing from bombay. We flew
directly from the target to Munda."

Haber to Sulpnur Creek - "We flew at tail end of 2nd Squadron. With
reference to bombs being salvoed over Rapopo, I included not only bombs
being dropped but =lso plare dropping. I thought that this B-24 was
hit but it wee temporary engine troubdble which caused it to leave tne
formation. Anti-aircraft was heavy over Rabaul and we also encountered
flak in tne vicinity of lakunai airdrome. Some of the scenes mignt
show flak from our poeition of "tail end charlie". It was impossible
to get a shot of the formation surrounded by AA Fire.

Borgni covered Fijian Scouts at Church and Barrage guns firing into
Jap positions near Torokina Hiver.

Woodall and McIntrre cover Vunapore Supply area. Melntyre wrote:
"Todays target was very important with supply dumps and power house
that generates most of the power for the city of Rabeul. the weatner
was ideal and the bombing was so unusually good that I ran the complete
roll out. BNo plane interception and because we went in at sucn a low

Heam
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altitude, the ack ack was way above us. Iwenty two planes went
in on target which 1is logated right on waterfront but due to the
accuracy of bomd hits, only about 15 bombs went into the water.
Had turkey sandwiches and pineapple julce after the bombing, then
gept the entire trip back to Munda.

P-38's from 12th Fighter Squadron exposed the following film:
Strafed building area and gun positions, small calibre. Pilot
knocked out one gun position and possibly the second. The second
gun was still firiag at him as he approached, in fact, he said
he almost hit the gun emplacement with the undercarriage of his
ship.

Borghl photographs: Howlitzers lobbing shells into Jap positions.
General Sherman (M4) tanks firing into Jap positlons. These
plctures are both made with sound. He made some close-ups %o g0
with the sound roll on tank jungle warfare. Some of these scenes
were taken aboard a M-3 (1ight-tank). Also close up scenes

of an ¥-4 golng through wooded areas. Close shots of the observation
posts constructed at the Torokina perimeter at Bougalnville. These
posts are being operated by the 37th Division. They are used in the
direction of artillery fire. The platforums are about 100 feet off
the £ ground.

Commanding Officers in important engagementa.
1. None.

Loses ‘in action, officers and zen.
1. None.

K. Former and present membders who have distinguished themselves in action.
1. Major Frank W. G. Lloyd, awarded the Legion of Merit, per GO 320,

atd 27 February 1944, Hq USAFISPA, for exceptionally meritorious conduct in
the performance of outstanding combat photographic services in the South Pacific
Area from 13 May 1943 to 24 January 1944, Assuming command of a combat camera
unit thet was handicapped by inadequate or obsolete equipment and by losses of
skilled personnel , Major Lloyd effected a proppt rehadilitation and quickly
developed a high standard of combat efficlency. With ingeniousness and inventive-
ness, he set up a photographblc laboratory designed to meet the needs of field
gservice. He procured sultable cameras and lenses for essential aerial photography
at high altitudes. Photography during contact with the enemy was perfected by
a camera he devised for use in fighter airplanes. He was credited with 150 hours
of flying over enemy-held tenl tory on hazardous pho tographic missions. The expert
quality of Major Lloyd's important photographic work was a direct and distinguished
contribthon to tae combat successes of the Thirteenth Air Force.

2. 5/Sgt George ¥. Daniels - Oak Leaf Cluster - 1/26/44 - @eneral Order 143

7/Sgt Cecil W. Stoughton - Air Medal - 3/8/44 - General Order 365

3/Sgt Harold J. Holstlaw - Alr Hedal 3/8/44 Order 365

5/Sgt John M. Stirling ¢ Lea? Cluster- 2/29/44 neral Order 329
k Leaf Cluster -2/29/44 - Gene Oyder
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Fatas e o oin L O Tt S e b 5 = 2 L
n v. Belly - Oak Leaf Cluster - 1/10/44 - General Order 55

Sgt John
o

S/Sgt Horace E. Cochran - Oak Leaf Cluster = 1-10-44 General Order 55

S/Sgt Richard R. Batcheller - Oak Leaf Cluster - 1/17/44 General Order 103

I. fhotographs of personnel, important scenes or eventa.
1. None.

Edfew s € Jo s e
EDWIN C. PARKHILL
2nd Lt., Air Corps,
Adjutant.
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Reference 2

Cheelie

4 DY yex/ame

Date

T Vey 1908

13th A" Dgadat Samera it

Pericd Covercd

April 19h%
rrect By Forwarding
- up ’I"I"‘L.’" (\ “)
’)‘f ficers Circular

eb

Comply
jot nece:

changes

Circular #1).

Circulars Nos,

tchievements,
_ ar 7, Circu-
3
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In narrctive, deal only wltb key pe P"‘*“Ll
outstunding indivlidual achlevements

per 7, Circular #l).

Furnish photcgraphs, maps, mission reports
(see par 5, Circular AE).

Identify properly photographs, maps, charts
(see par 8 1, Cchu<-r #1)

cite euthority, in purenthesis, for buasiec
foets, such as change of statlion, awards,
cte. (see par 3 c, Circular #2).

Irclu‘ upporting documents, 2 ccples, for
esta ble.ﬂL" > basic facts (see par 4,
Circular #2).

Include bilographles of koy personncl (see
par 8 h, Circulsr #l).

fficial designation

init, periocd coverecd n each page (see
z o] 4 i 11ar #]1 and r w» 11
pe i ircular # nd pu

r 11, Circular #3).

T mearvablon Men1A sitwe pn ovara’l via & Mnry te rol
(ategnen Pav 4 aare fve.,
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HEADQUARTERS
13TH AAF COMBAT CAMERA UNIT
APO 719 ECP/fh

SUBJECTs Historical Deta of 13th AAF Combat Camers Unit,
(par 13, AR 345-105)

TO s Commanding General,Thirteenth Air Force, APO 719.

A. Organizetion
ls Thirteenth AAF Combat Camera Unit.

2. Pebruary 12,1943,

3. First Motion Picture Unit, Culver City, California.

4. Paragraph 7, Special Order 38,129, First Motion Picture Unit,
AAP, Culver City, California dated February 12,1943, pursuant to auth=-
ority contained in Immediate Action Le.ter AG 320.2 WD dtd 4 February
1943, with priority Rating for Conmtrolled Ttems of Equiptment.

S5¢ Personnel ascigned per Paragraph 1,Special Order 52, Hq First
Mption Picture Unit, AAF. 6 Officers and 20 Enlisted Men. ( 1 Major, 2
First Lieutenants, 3 Second Lieutenants, 1 Star: Sergeant, 1 Sergeant, 4
Corporals, 7 Privates First Class, 7 Privates,)

Be %
. ne.
e seeld gher headquarters

a. See page 1A

2+ eeeButordinate Units,
&, None

3¢ eeeother services.

&, Letter of Appreciation received by this organiszation for
the work t)at was done in photographing an operation performed by Commander
W.Rogers, USN, at the Mobile Hospital #8. "....we showed the film recently
at one of our starf meetings and it was very well received Ly all present,
Tutell did an excellent job and obtained some iine shots." Ltr dtd 4/20/44.

De C SS10

l. Seven Officers and Twenty-two Enlisted Men

2.  Sgt Kelly, John J.,32428456, EM(Evac) is reld fr atchd unasgd
casual camp Hq Ser Com Espiritu Santo and is trfd in gr to and asgd thie
organ pp 7 S0 69 Hq Ser Com Espiritu Santo dtd 24 March 1944, Left previous
organ 28 March 1944. Jd 1 April 1944,

EaE =
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Page 2 A

Ce CO k ON

1. ese noxt higher Headquarters. It has been suggested by the
Director, War Department Bureau of Public Relations that vigorous
action b taken to insure increased newsrecl coverage of the activities
of the various organizations within the Thirteenth Air Force. However,
newsredls are not the primery function of this Unit and the coordination
aftorded to the Public Relations Officer of the Thirteemth Air Force
must by nature be regulated by the time and manpower available. (Ltr dtd
3 April 1944, Subjs " Newsreel Activities, Overseas Air Forces", to
Commanding General, Hq USAFISPA, New Caledonia, from Act. Asst. to
the Director for Army Air Forces.

. Ham =
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Page 2

2nd Lt. Arthur M. Iversen, 0-2043142, AC, AUS, Accepted temp
comm as 2nd Lt AUS w/date of rank fr 27 March 1944, per par 1 SO 92 Hg
USAFISPA, New Caledonia. Asgd princ dy as (4000) Supply Officer, General;
is aegd princ dy.

2nd Lt. Benn F. Reyes, 0-2043143, AC,AUS, accepted temp comm
as 2nd Lt AUS w/date of rank fr 27 March 1944, per par 1 SO 92 Hq
USAFISPA, New Caledonia. Asgd princ dy as (5401), Public Relations
Officer asgd princ dy

3. None
4, MNine Officers and twenty-two enlisted men.

E. 8T, NS (permanent or ¢ Orar of Unit or parts thereof.
Station Qriicers Enlisted Men
Headquarters 13th AAF CCU Hq 13th AF 2 5
G*Canal

137th Sta Hosp
G'Canal

13th Bomb Com
G*Canal

307th Aree
New Georgia

11th Airdrome
Stirling

COMAIRSOLS
Bougainville

Manus Js
Admiralty Is

Eeam m
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Culver City, Californis,

process plates,by Commanding
Hotion Picture Services OZfice
Uperations,Comuitm X
us for compli
flyin,
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Rating ;J NCIES IN UNIT

cheecked by uELfeg ame O 13ta Coubat Cazera Un

Peri~d Covere

An item checked in the column "Correcct BY ~rwur§ln?”?up?;;iéngfwh)
means that the deficleney must be made ua’1r~ﬂptf{ F&‘thL? ul:;Jd

in acecordance with par 12, Historlca 1 ofl,cz?s C%_CiL“T ﬁo; “/8 L
torieal officers Circulars referred to ure } SQ,‘L,TL,Qn. dfpé of

S, A=2, this headquurters, dated 21 rebruary, 28 February, on

7 april, 1944, reapectively.

CORRECT
BY In
Forwarding | Next
Supplermcnt | Historyl

Comply with pur 5, Circuler #1o

Not necessa
#1 (par

with pa

Comply W

Not necessur
strength (sce

Narrastive missing (see par
1 and 3).

Expaend narrative (see
1l and 3).

seri

ibe
per

Deseribe your activities
much as possible 1n que
pur 7, Circular #3).
Summurize your sctivities and achlevements,
present an over=a2ll ow (see¢ par 7, Circu-
lurs Wos, 1 and 3).

information on station 1life, Livigg
ns, morale (see par 7, Circular #1).
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Rating B NCIES IN UNIT HISTORY

Chiecked by g

A?‘itﬁn‘éhéggvdiii‘tht column "Correet By Forwarding Supplement"
Tiiéa t:]F the ?w-Aciency must be made up promptly (witﬁinflo days)
p“;cc Azdgcu with par 12, Historical Officers Circular #3, His-
;-.‘cgl ofiiears Circulars referred to are Nos, Iy 2, and é “;C of
» A=2, thls headquarters, dated 21 Fsbrusry. 2 bruay and
7 april, 1944, respectivciy. g Lt e SECRE!

CORRECT
By In
» r‘.'.":r'd’.ng Next
Supplemcnt History

Comply with pur 5

Not neces
#1 (par 5

g

Comply wit}
Not necessu o gl individual chanpges
strength 8¢ par 6 a, (6) Circular #1).

Narrative missing (see par 7 :
! nissing ee par Circulars Nc
1 &nd 3). ’ o

20 an arrative nec '
Expend naerrative (sees pu 7, 8irculers yos,

f cperations

SECR-

Deseribe your activities und achicvements, as

much &8s possible in quanti 1 . 06
pPossible in quantitative terms (see

par 7, cirsular #3),

Summurize your sctivities and achlevements,

prazant én overeall view (seec pap 7, Circu=-

lurs“Nos, 1 and 3).

Furnish information on station 1life, lividng
conditicns, morale (see par 7, Circular &lf.
Doseribe difficulties encountered - physical
'nmir.utt:“tiv—. yerationa 1 ok 1 .
4d 1 ‘L2ve, operaticnal « training, lese
scns leurned, new techniques evolved (see par

.

ilurs #l end par 8, Circuler #3) « (Over)
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In nunr;tive, deal only with key personnel,
outstanding individual achievements (see
s pary. CirCul'P #1).

Furnish photog iﬂhs, ma ps, ptaBten reports
(see par 5, circular &2)

Identify properly pho graphs, maps, charts
(see par 8 1, Ci *cu; r #’)

Ccite auth: vit 7o in parenthesis, for basiec
faets, such s change of stati n, awards,
ete. (see par 3 ¢, Ci rcq-;x #2) .

nclude ti
I E gl‘qunn;ru ng }.CJF ents, 2 copies,.for
58 ishmen T busic facts (secc par 4,
FircAl r #2).

Include biogsraphi
par 8 h, Circulsar

lark history secret
f unit, peric
par 4, Circular #1
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