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TO THE MAN: 

Whose p,ide in the company made us 

pfCud c f it too . .. • 
Who treated each man in the outfit, not 

as a serial number, but as an individual ... 

Who wen1· to bat for his boys no matter 

what the odds ... 

Who, in every situation, could put him­

self "in the other fellow's place" . , . 

Whose sense of humor and smooth di- J 
plomacy helped us ovcl' the rough spots . . . 

Who in every way lives up to the phrase: 

" Officer and Gent leman" 

To CAPTAIN M ERLE H. CHAMBERLIN 

a swel I guy - this book is affectionately dedi· 

cated. 



• 

Captain Merle H. Chamberlin 



PERSONNEL 

HISTORY 

AWARDS 

PHOTOGS 

L A B S 

HEADQUARTERS 

ACTION 

SNAPSHOTS 



A collection of characters photogs 

and farmers shutter•bugs and salesmen 

newshawk.s, stud io boys, dreamers, real 

ists, mugs, "artistes" the works! laugh• 

ing, g riping, taking pictures like beavers 

from many places with d ifferent outlooks 

but all pa rt of our team . . and a g reat 

gang 



... 



Merle H. Chamberlin, Captain 
"The Brn.it1" 

Kenneth E. Adorns, I st Lt. 
" How doep arc stillwat<"~?" 

0 ff 

Howard S. Babbitt, Jr., 1st Lt. 
" Wabbits is ,he C'W.ltieH people" 

Frederic S. Blau, 2nd Lt, 
"How ya doln'?" 

Edward L. Blodgett, WOJG 
" Hey, M yri le--" 

James $. Bowns, I st Lt. 
"Hupt, tOOJ>, tree,-" 

Paul H. Brillmann, 1st Lt. 
"Beaver with 8ars" 

Kenneth Butterfield, 1st Lt. 
"8.T.0 , in 1he E.T.O." 

Howard L. Hanson, 1st Lt. 
"Sc.irred Veter.-in" 

• 
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cers 

Herbert E. King, 1st Lt. 
"What're we <frinkin', boy?'' 

Arnold E. Samuelson, 1st Lt. 
"The CORN Is green" 

Will iam R. Simmons, 2nd Lt. 
"Or-1w up the papers-" 

Richard K. Sunderbruch, 1st Lt. 
"T.ill ilnd Lovely" 

Eugene W. Von Oder, 2nd Lt. 
"What, no coffee?" 

Gordon C. Wallace, 1st Lt. 
"Teddy Scar" 

Seymour Winston, I st Lt. 
"No appl~uce, fellns" 

LaVerne C. Woods, 2nd Lt. 
"The Chin" 

Kenneth L. Young, 1s t Lt. 
"School begin$ promi:,lly at eight" 



E n I i s t ' 

First Sergeants 

Gene B. Coogan 
"C,.,cker-" 

Martin T , Fuhrman 
"2eke'' 

Harry C. Linger 
''Police the areo'' 

• 



ed Men 
Harold 0 . Anderson, T-4 

"Andy" 

Ray Archer, T-5 
" And th i,; g:i.l set to me-" 

Charles W. Arrington, J r., T-5 
"Y'all got ,my :;c.1$ick. pills.?" 

Stanley E. Baker, T-3 
"How's 1he we,:nhe, up there?" 

Johannes Barthol, T- 4 
"Chili tod-.,y-ho, 1om.1le" 

Paul Berg, T-4 
" I have an ,deti for a sto,y-" 

Lawrence W . Blaker, T-Sgt. 
"Now, b:ick in K3ns.as-" 

Frank W. Bonus, Jr., T-5 
" I 'll lower the boo.m on ya--" 

Cha rles C. Bundschu, J r., T-5 
''Beachhead'' 

Dona ld B. Calamar, T-3 
"Th,11 ,hould be ve(Y lntertttlng" 



Victor G. Calvano, T-3 
"l.ittle rnan wi1h 1hc big voice" 

Gilbert M. Charles, T-5 
"Watch & 1, fe!!II.,- '' 

Alexander 0. Christie, $-Sgt. 
"Old son.gs, old wine, old friends" 

Phi l Ciarniello, T-4 
" P<1.ss 1he brei,,d, fell.a" 

Carmen A. Corrado, T-4 
"I have :, l,11le pi~luro that l -think 

should go In 1his. book- " 

John P. Cosgrove, T-5 
"Ping Pong'' 

Nathan Cutler, T-3 
"Brlldley n,l\d 1-" 

Raymond W. Daum, T-4 
" h $tlnk.s!" 

Delbert Davidson, T-5 
"Hotel r00m :;.ketches" 

Marvin E. DeWiu, Pfc, 
"Somer/mes in the Sprin,gtimc, and sometimes 

in 1hc f,111- " 



l 

Martin H. Doan1 T-5 
"Marty" 

Alphonse Doiron, T-3 
"'What, no captio~?" 

Ernest D. Dowling, T-4 
"Emle-'' 

Aubrey J , Drummond, Jr., T-4 
"Bulldog" 

Gideon F, Ebers, J r., T-4 
"Shure 'tis a great day for the Irish' ' 

Garland Ell is, Pfc. 
" Oidja ever hear me mal<,,c a noise like a 

McCo,m;J:t:;k H.:,rvnt cr?' ' 

George Eyerman, Sgt. 
" Never d id believe in exerd se" 

Peter F. Farr, T-5 
"So ne11r ~nd y¢t :;o F.:,rr" 

Earnest C. Fillmore, T-5 
" Ambassador from Leve, Brothers" 

Eliot S. Finkels, Sgt. 
" Eight 10 fourteen d.1ys" 



• 
Roger P. Forseth, T-5 

" Say, Doc- what's GOOkin' ?" 

Martin D. Gardner, T-5 
" Gel Oul that chili bowl" 

Stafford E. Garrett, Sgt. 
''Now back at the Jonathan Club-" 

Robert Gilmore, T-4 
" I shot ., story on a rock-crvs.hcr-" 

Joe N. Gray, 591. 
"Don' , look now, but your vcrtcbr.i<:' 

is s lipping" 

A,mond R. Guinn, T·4 
" h wc>n'I ~1 you n'!Vch" 

Lawrence D. Gwin, T-4 
" Like a bi1;1 billed blrd-" 

Wi lliam 8. Harrison, T .. 4 
"N:iUs" 

Bruce D. Hawkins, 5-Sgt. 
" The .setgeant with the frlngc oo top" 

Lester L. Hedgecock, T-3 
" She's only "' bird ln a oildcd u •o1.i,.19e" 
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J. M. Heslop, T-4 
" When I get b.ic.k 10 W est W e-ber-" 

Alfred H. Higgins, T-3 
''I gotla get $0MC :.lctp!" 

William High, Sgt. "" 
"In 1he Oakland School System--" 

Frank J. Hiltz, T-4 
"Junior" 

Robert J . Hofer, T-5 
"Pul .i head on it" 

Mayna rd C. Hogsett, T-4 
''One half- " 

Warren W. Hogsett, T-4 
"-the other half" 

Jones J. Holloway, J r., T-5 
" Along came Jones" 

Charles A. Hopkins, J r., T-4 
" Hello, Ouffy?- this i$ Ahh-<hie" 

Donald E. Hunt, $-Sgt. 
" Buchenw-,ld pin-up boy" 



Adolph Jofe, T-5 
" Duffy" 

Donald F. Johnson, T-5 
"Hell's .ifire" 

Fenton E. Jones, T-4 
''Grandm:i'.s in S1. Louis" 

Richard 0. Kageff, T-5 
" Where's mv dgllr" 

Joseph D. Karr, T-5 
''K,ddie K,,rr' 

Albert J . Kasluga, T-4 
" Hook up!" 

Albert E. Katzer, T-5 
"Me 'n' Sherm- '' 

M itchell S. Kelly, T-5 
"Oh, oh, I miscounted the trump!" 

Harold W. King, T-4 
"Ethef Jeanine Yvette-' ' 

Richard D. King, $-Sgt. 
"Sc:rub th.it pol, tote that palJ-'' 

I 
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Richard A. Kloposki, T-5 
" I'll stomp you" 

Edmund M. Kramer, T-3 
"I've got ., shob for you" 

Russell Larsen, T-3 
"The Gre3t Dant-" 

Gaylord M, LaMond, T-4 
"Sa1c.hel-" 

Wallace A. Leuthier, Pfc. 
"Sho1.Jld I or s.houtdr1't I g,o to OCS?" 

Charles A, Lightcap, T-5 
"Charley fro!'l"I 'Philly' " 

Herbert A. Lightman, T-3 
"Then we :r:oom In for a dos.e•\IP-" 

George E. Ligler, T-5 
"Sparks" 

Robert J. Lindgren, T-5 
''Gootch'' 

Ralph C. Livoni, T-4 
" Have :t good time" 



Wi lliam F. Lohmiller, T-4 
" No, we dol'l't have!! ,,ny" 

Charles E. Love, T-3 
"Sh.u~tce Lieber" 

Bart Macaspac, T-4 
"M.i<:" 

Walter D. MacDonald, S-Sgt. 
"6ay-bee" 

Arley McCue, $-Sgt. 
"Don' t cut .?iny more wood, Mo1her­

l'm bringing home o lo.,d." 

Glen F. McColley, Pfc. 
"SIient ,llS 1he nigh!" 

Richard M. McMillan, T-5 
" I'm flying today" 

Bernard E. Michals, T-5 
"Barney from Greeley" 

Ralph J . Miller, T-5 
"Coal Chy kid" 

Samuel C. Minnis, T-5 
" Why don,ch.i come to the right p.an of 

T etu'le-stee?'' 



.. 
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Joseph C. Morgan, Pfc. 
" Hello, buddy" 

James A. Mulhaney, T-5 
"Sh,1mrock" 

George M;ehle, T--4 
"You should have bid sp3des" 

John Nesom, T-4 
"The Voice" 

Robert J . Nichols, T-5 
''Ya know wh.-tt I mean, fell.,- " 

Merle E. Nicholson, T-5 
"What arc YoU doing after tho w.ir?" 

Alexander Nottelman, T-5 
"No tty" 

John J, O'Brien, T-5 
"Oble" frol'I'\ Upper Darby 

Harland J. Olson, T -5 
"Sw~nnee'' 

Louis Ouzer, T-4 
"G•2" 



Donald Perrine, T-5 
"Ah don't wa"na evah be cold ;,gain" 

John C. Perry, T-5 
"Bitter John" 

Roy Peters, T-5 
"Run a p.)tc;h through th.at b:irrel" 

Norbert J. Piec,ynski, Pfc. 
'
10:my a.l'Kl 1-" 

Wa lter J. Pryzbyla, T-A 
"M.in with :i cigar" 

LeRoy Raddatz, T-5 
''R.:id.:it"-He finds 'cm in 1he dnrk 

Boleslaw J . Rakowski, S-Sgt. 
"Ya gc>t nothin' to worry :Jbout" 

Thomas J . Reed, T-5 
"Chicago Alderman" 

Phi l Richardson, Sgt. 
"It $..iys here in the book- " 

James Rohrer, T-5 
"No letter today" 
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William C. Sande'5on, T-5 
"W ell, do y.i o r dont,:h;i?'' 

Stewart F. Sawyer, T-4 
"Wh,,1-,y,, w~nl-.:tl\ ti\·en bre11k?" 

Charles M. Schaufelberger, T-5 
''Sch.iuf" 

Wi lliam R. Shapiro, T-4 
"Come ovta there, 8 1ac.k Rufe" 

Victor V . Sherman, T-4 
" I'm schnerpcdl" 

Bernard H. Simmonds, Pfc. 
"What do we have for breakfast?" 

Stanley Slevin, T-5 
''The Highwoym11n-by Alfted Noyes .. 

Charles R. Smith, T·S 
"Smitty" 

David W. Stange, T-5 
"Gc1 1h.11 1rip 1ickc1 si',lned" 

Delmar J . Starr, Pfc. 
"Oh, my acliin' bacSr.!" 



William F. Stickle, T-4 
"Y:ipphy, y.ippity, y;,p" 

Ernest B. Strader, T-4 
"Well, I'll be dipped-" 

Robert B. Stuart, M-Sgt. 
"You think you httVe troubles-I h:we 

Livol"li!" 

Frank E. Sydlosky, Pfc. 
" T:.11 lt1 1he S:tddle" 

Carl J. Tarallo, T-5 
"Toot.1 1,l munda" 

Charles Tesser, T-3 
"Jersey was never like thls" 

Harold R. Thompson, Sgt. 
"The Sphinx" 

Louis B. Thaxton, T-5 
''Louie, 1he bone rolle~• 

Charles J . Torrez, T-5 
"Chico" 

Cecil C. Turner, T-4 
"Well, Johnie, it's this way- " 
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Andrew C. Tullis, T-5 
"H1, neighbor!" 

Edward L. Urban, T-4 
"Wh;-itch;i know there, laddie?" 

Clarence W. Van liere, T-5 
" The Body Beautiful" 

Carrol l F. Wescott, T-4 
" Up in Minn~ t;,- " 

Wi lliam E. W ill iams, T-4 
" Wild W11He" 

Robert J . Wi llis, T-4 
"When are we- going home?" 

Harold 0 . Wisman, T·S 
" M1urzy Oo.ats--" 

John N. W ither, 5-Sgt. 
"Coca Cola King" 

Ellis Yarnell, 5-Sgt. 
"Now, when I vscd to shoo, plctu,-es for the 

f'l.iygrovnd Department-" 

Roger H. Zachary, 1st-Sgt. 
"S&d ZitCk'' 



$-SGT. ANTHONY $!PKO, JR. is congratulat­
ed by Capt. Merle Chamberlin on being com­
missioned a second lieutenant. Lt. Sipko re. 
ceived his commission on March 25, 1945 
and was trnnsferred to become motor officer 
for a signal battalion. 

$-SGT. LaVERNE WOODS has the gold bars 
of a second lieutenant p inned on by General 
Omar' Brndley. He was commissioned on Apri l 
26, 1945. Lt. Woods was the General's per• 
sonal motion picture cameraman. 

Battle Field 
Commissions 

M-SGT. EUGENE VON ODER has his bars pin­
ned on by Colonel H. H. Harris$ Executive Qf .. 
ficer of Special Troops, 12th Army Group. Lr. 
Von Oder received the firs t bat tlefield com• 
mission in the 167th. He was commissioned 
a second lieutenant on Febn.,ary 23, 1945. 

, 
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Alumni 

Capt. Richard N. Farrell 
Transfcucd 10 Fif1een1h Army He.'.Kl<:iu.1rtcr$ «is Pho1ogr,1.0hic; Officer. 

Lt. Paul W. Calvert 
Rctum<:d t () United States for re lease f,on, active duiv. 

Lt. Thomas N. Daniel 
Transferred to Fihcenth Army Hc;,rquaricrs ,n Assistant Pho1ogr.1phic OHiccr, 

Capt. John A. Herod 
rransferrcd 10 3264th Si9r1:il Service Co. 
Pho10 3S Com.mand,ng Officer. 

T-4 Sam DiBenedetto 
Home in ,1 fl;,sh with the ,:ish. 

Lt. Anthony Sipko, Jr. 
CTr,msftrred 10 .1 sign11I b1mnllon as Motor 
Officer. 

T-4 Martin L. Koop 
Tr:insferred 10 Photographic Section Flhc-e-nrh 
Army HC>adquartcrs. 



Many months and many m iles togethe( . . . 

from Crowde( to W iesbaden . . . and back . . . 

a long jalJnt ... lors of laughs, g l'ipes, memor• 

ies . .. the work we I ike . .. a box-seat on the 

front line . . , towns and rivers that once were 

lifeless names on a map . .. now all roo real 

. .. the things we liked: Mobberley and Paris 

. , . the rhings we d idn' t like: Mud and Pan2er­

fausts .. , the I ight and the shade . , , but that 

was for us . .. 
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Many Months and Miles Together 

I caught most of the story one night al a camp down south when I was 
drinking beer at the PX. I was on my third bottle and the most you could 
say for the stuff was that It was cold. The place was crowded as usual. I 
was standing against the counter, engaging in my limited evening pastime 
of watching the buxom soda babe bend over to scoop ice cream, when two 
guys shoved up against the bar and ordered a couple of beer.;. Their patches, 
which they wore on thei r right shoulder, caught my eye. They were curved 
black patches and the gold letters read "Official U. S. War Photographer," 
I had seen those patches overseas and I wondered how those guys operated, 
so I asked the taller one if he took pictures, which is always good for a 
laugh, I figured. 

W ithoul lurning around he answered me, " Yeah, we take pictures." 

That didn' t stop me, because I then asked him what an outfit like his did 
to help w:n the war. He smi led at that one and said, "It you're killing time 
like we are, come on over and sit down." 

I went ove r to the bench with them, because I was interested in the 
stuff, having knocked around in photography myself. We gabbed a bit 
about the usual things, I didn't want to pump them too much about photog• 
raphy, but the taller guy, whose name was Richardson, seemed wi lling to talk 
about the company. And brother, he could talk. Three hours later I felt 
I could write their company history myself. The smaller guy, whose name 
I later found out was Perry, acted a little PO'd, I thought. He was more 
hepped on the svbjec t of discharges than beating the drum for his outfit . 

They had four battle s1ars on 1heir ETO ribbons and it looked like they 
had sweated out at least a two year stretch overseas. But they had a con­
centrated dose, having p.acked all their excitement into one year. I asked 
them where they had been and what army they had been with. 

"We were all over," said Richardson. "We were in England, France, 
Belgium, Germany, Holland, and when VE.Day finally came our units were 
peppered all over 1·he map: in Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Austria, and hell, 
we even had one guy in Paris. We had uni ts with a ll the armies. We were 
1he chosen few assigned 10 12th Army Group under General Bradley." 

Machine 91,m bullet.s wh,ucd ovc, Q1,,1r hc.,ds inftllration cou,se. bar.it tr.iining, 
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Cumb~d.ind River scene, of m;my problems on T mn.enee maneuvers. 

I wondered if all the men in their company we re photographers cmd if 
they had been the only photo ovtfit overseas. 

" No, there we re o ther photo companies," he said, and he went into a de­
tailed explanation. " You see, it 's like this-if everything goes according 
to the book, each army should have a Signal Photographic Company, Our 
outfit is divided into three platoons: headquarters platoon, which consists of 
things like personnel, supply, motor pool, mess and camera repair; the lab 
platoon, made up o f the base lab and a couple of mobile field labs which 
could operate in the field if necessary; and several ID units-their job is to 
photograph prisoners and o fficers for proper identification pur-poses. Then 
there are us guys, the combat assignment platoon, really the only legal reason 
a photo company exists When it comes right down to it , we're really the 
back bone of the whole company." 

Up to now this Perry guy had silently been drinking his beer, bu t he 
suddenly came to li fe, in terrupting with: 

"Oh now, Uncle Phil, let 's not go overboard. After al l, we all d,d a 
fair job. Don't forget that it was the lab 1-hat made all the pictures of the 
generals that really clinched our Meritorious Service Plaque; and what with 
our while-you•wait pho to•finishing, there wasn't a favor we couldn't get out of 
the brass." 

" Maybe you' re right, Bitter John,'' Phil admitted. 

f could see that Perry was no guy ro put flowers in his hair, His frank• 
ness amused me; fo r insrance, I was finding how the units were made up of 
rwo still men and two movie men and one officer, when I asked just what the 
officer did. 

"That's what I'd like to know," snapped Perry. 

" Oh, you' re wrong, Perry, The officers see that you get food and billets 
and they take care of a ll the unit administtat ion," Richard.son came back. 

We were having our second round of beers and I was beg inning to feel 
more at ease with them. It wasn' t long be fore Phil was telling me how 
their pictures were used. 

• 



Hot coffee and wMm feet . T ennasscc m;iineuvers 

"Our stuff, according to the book, is use-d for reconaissance, tactical 
purposes, combat intelligence, technical manuals, t raining films, sta ff reports, 
publicity for the army, morale (or the ... " 

" In short," Perry broke ,n, " the stuff you saw in the newsreels and in 
the newspapers w·ere the pictures we took. Of course, there's nothing like 
a good grease pic ture of a captain in ordnance to get you a new jeep tire, 
and about the only way some of us could get a combat jacket was to shoot 
a picture of a S1.Jpply sergeant." 

I commented on what a much beuer deal pho togs must have had than 
the average GI overseas. l remembered some of the things I d id to get a 
picture to send home. 

" I guess we did have a break," Perry said. "Certainly. photogs had 
more freedom than a lot of the o ther guys and we sure got around a lot easier 
and a lot faster. We had to, it we were to get the pictures we were supposed 
to Our work got us into some pretty t ight places now and then but we also 
got into some fairly loose places. You know what I mean, like Pans and Brus• 
sels." 

m~uched 10 the 1,3ln, barld o1nd .ill 
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By lrOOp lr.iin 10 Port of Emb.,rk.itlon, Camp Shank.$, N, Y. 

I asked them what they did with their film in 1-he tight spots, whether 
they held onto it until they got lxick to the coml)<iny lab. 

"Our news stuff," explained Phil, " wen1 directly to Army Pictorial Se,. 
vice by plane. Most of our recon, tactical , and enemy intelligence photos 
were handled by our base lab in Verdun. The comlxit units in the field. you 
see, opcr'aled independently of the company, working directly with the divis­
ion to which they were assigned. Some of the hot divisions, like the 29th, 
30th, 84th, 2nd Armored, et cetera, owed a lot o f their publicity to the pixs 
ovr glJys took. In the 9 th Army alone, we had six units and a complete lab 
at Maastricht. Units with a division lived and fought with the division ... " 

""Well, at leas t they lived with them/' broke in Perry, 

I noticed his Bronze Star, and thought to myself, he must have done 
more than jusl live with his division and take pictures of the supply sergeant. 
When he wenz to buy another round of beers, Phil told me about it. 

" Perry's kind of modest. He got his Bronze Star for doing a story on 
a recon patrol into the German lines. Most of the Bronze Srar awards 
were for similar things, Two of our guys pulled their unit off icer' oul of 
rough SPOtS. Another man got the Silver Star for saving two doughs­
they were wounded and he carried them back to our lines, A number of 
the guys got Purple Hearts. We only had a couple of serious casualties. 
Guess we were lucky." 

Perry came back from the counter with the beer and we sat around not 
saying much. I kinda liked these guys, especially the way Perry ribbed 
Richardson when he started blowing off too much-the same sort of rivalry 
which existed between one or two fellows in my own outfi t. Anywayf 
shooting the breeze was a break from watching the babe behind the counter. 
She was wearing a sweater that night, so I wasn' t missing much. One thing 
I stil l get a laugh over when I remember that night, is the guy who came into 
the PX whi le the three of us were talking, He was wearing a photog1s shoulder 
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lencri ftom hot-ne. 

patch, just like the others, and he had a beautiful Rollei slung around his 
neck. He wandered over to Phil and asked him if there were any more 
rumors about inactivation, My mou1h watered when I saw !hat Rollei and 
I asked him if it had the F-3-5 lens. He said, "I wouldn't know, fella . I'm 
just a cook." I don't know whyr but that struck me damn funny. I was 
surprised to find out how a lot of the guys got into the company. When I 
asked Richardson about it, his eyes lit up and he said: 

" I'd be glad to te ll you something of the organization of the company. 
I was in it from the start, from the very beg :inning. I heard about it from 
a camera store manager where I used to trade. Some of the other guys 
who went to Art Center heard about it there, and a few of the men picked 
up the info from friends and relatives in the studios on the West Coast. All 
o f us who heard about it this way went down to the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Science office and if they passed on our qualifici'ltions we went down 
.:ind enlisted at our local recruiting station. Gl.·~ss we all figured we'd be 
gelting into the army sooner o r later and we might as well pick out the thing 
we liked best. When our applications had been accepted, we were given 
more interviews and some of us got to attend schools that were sponsored by 
the major motion picture studios in Hollywood. The fellows who went to 
school were given ratings if their work was unusually good. It sure was 
a break coming into the army with a rating." 

Perry piped up, *'The rest of- us got ours the hal'd way." 

"Guess you can figure out why we call him 'Bitter John'," counternd 
Ph il. "Anyway, late in April of '43 we were all summoned, shall I say, into 
act ive service. From then on we were known as the cadre of the 167 Signal 
Photographic Company and we wound up at Camp Crowder for a month's 
basic. " 

This Richardson's line was so glib, I thought he sounded more like a 
salesman than a photographer. But at least he w.as .:i hcllofalot more inter• 
esting than the dopes I had run into down at the casual ovt-fit. 

" After a month of gas drill and spareribs," went on Phil, " we got a 
break and went ro Fort Sam Houston 1n San Antonio. Whatra camp that 
was- really all l'ight, Passes every n,ght and little o r no ch icken The 
physical t raining was rugged. I'll aClmit, bvt most of us cadre men feel like 
that was the best post we were ever on. Down at Fort Sam we picked up 
our off icers .. . and both the office rs and cadre went b.ack to Crowder where 
the company was activated in September. For awhile there, it seemed as 
though we weren't getting anywhere fast. We got a new commanding 
officer from the 164th Signal Photographic Company and finally in November 
ihe fillers came in and we were o ff on our tenth o r eleventh basic traininQ 

Laundry W3S .-. problem " Tupence" for 1he Journal 



schedule. The company began shaping up . . the Tennessee maneuvers 
. . the shakedown in personnel ot those guys who didn't pan-out . .. and 
the invasion of a batch of ASTP orphans . .. " 

"That's when I came in," said Perry, " Remember, Phil, that beer 
bust the night before we. left- s tarting at PX 14 and winding up in the mess­
hall~ Some of us worked like hell sobering up a few of the boys the next 
morning, but we all made it. We synchronized watches, the band swung 
in ahead of us. and off we went what'a morning!" 

They followed pretty much the same pattern our company did , .. the 
troop train to Camp Shanks, the last-night spree in Ne"'!' York City, learning 
how to abandon ship, and the million shake-down inspections ... even to 
throwing out our brand new white towels. 

"But rhat ma,ch at Crowder/' reminded Phil, " was child's play compared 
with that . . that Duffel Bag Death March to the ship." 

I dor"1 ' t know If they were lucky or nor- we spent 21 days crossing in 
convoy, but had good food; they crossed on the Mauretania in seven days, but 
ate British food 

"If not for the sugar wafers and cook ies we bough1 a1 the ship's can­
teen," said Perry, " we'd have debarked looking like something fl'om Buchen­
w:tld We ate only twice a day and everything was boiled. We were so 
c rowded in the hold below that the guys slept in hammocks on the tables, on 
the benches, al'KI finally on the floor. There were the usual rumors about 
the German sub tailing us, but 1 guess the British chow they threw over made 
'em keep their disrance. Frank ly, the most exci ting parl of the t rip for me 
was dl'opping anchor at Liverpool and watching the English babes wave to 
us from the ferries. " 

" I guess we all felt a ltttle proud," continued Phil, "as we marched thru 
the s treets of Liverpool, even though we were the eleventh million g,oup 
to hit England We took one of those funny little English trains and wound 
up at Mobberley~ smal I country village seventeen miles south of Manches• 
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Crossing the channt:I .. . (!igh1 d..iY$ of nice, hot, 1ii1.1y, C-rat ions 

ter. Our company took over a picturesque old English manor house­
started by a group of monks ;.., the twelfth century. Our company head­
quarters and the o fficers' quarters were in the manor house. but the EMs 
slept in Nissen huts, which were su rprisingly comfortable." 

Hearing those guys describe thei r part ot Engl;1nd brought back mem­
ories of " any gum chum" and I asked them if lhcy remembered the expres­
sion. 

" Sure," Phil sa id smiling, "I guess I've heard that 'any gum chum' a 
mill ion times o r more. I even remember trying to out talk the mess ser­
geant for some oranges for my girl friend. Cooks had a swell deal in Europe. 
I'll always remember those moonlight bike rides over to W ilmslow too ... 
the town was just like a movie set. The shops ... the fish and the chips 

the cobblestone streets 1-he pubs " 

That word pub struck a resounding chord with me and before I knew it 
I was telling them of my favorite inn. I rnmember those pubs with the un~ 
forgettable names ... George and the Dragon ... Red Cow ... S;rd-in­
Hand . .. they certainly weren't all glass and stainless steel. I liked the 
homelike atmosphere where one could sit and drink a black-and-tan withou t 
having some waiter hover over you. They were quie1 and comfortable with 
no blating juke box. The walls were usuallv covered with antiques ... 
pewter mugs, cricket bats, shields ... none of them less than a few hundred 
vears old. A swell setti nci for a rendezvous with your English g irl friend. 
I wondered about their social life. 

" The first week we were there," said Richardson, " the WAAFs at Wim­
slow threw a dance for us and we reciprocated by inviting them down t'o Mob­
berly the following week. Be fore the dance we out on a baseball game for 
them .. . it was the firs t t ime most of those WAAFs had seen the game I 
found they had a tremendous interest in anything American. They showed 
a good deal more respect fo r our customs than we did for theirs. It was 
easy to pick up an acquaintance with an English girl. I don't know how it 
would have worked out if there we re more Englishmen around. A few fol. 
lows sti ll write to girls they met over there." 



Verdun, France just o shm,e to Wodd W.ir I. 

"R,,/1 ""' ,,t<n ;,, J/1r c/,,c-,r.'' Perry burst oul in song, " Remember sing• 
ing that, Phil, coming back from the dances at Victory Ha ll' What'a song!" 

"Sure do," said Phil, " Too bad we couldn' t have stayed longer m Eng­
land. We were only there a month." 

" Then came what we laughingly called Little D•Day," broke in Perry. 
" Again we synchron i2ed our watches, drove at sixty yard intervals-we a l­
ways were a great company for making l i ke an assault force. You won't 
believe this, but we spent seven days c rossing the ocean and eight dJys cross• 
ing the channel. O f course we weren' t moving all the time but we,e wa iting 

Christmas ill Verdun .'IC.tu:,lly. ~ re3e.tlon 10 the tension. 
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for the convoy to form ofl Southampton. We had American food on that 
trip. 11 was pul up in cans and called C·rations. We ate nothing but C•ratioos 
for eight days." 

It must have been the beer, because Richardson now leaned forward and 
in a confidential voice. said to me: 

" We hit Omaha Beach on September' 1en1h and let me tell you1 it was 
really a messed up deal . . . " 

I knew what he meant. 
on D-Day. 

I told him what it was like when we landed 

He suddenly jumped up and said: 

"Guess I' ll buy another <ound of beers before the line gets too long." 

While Phil was at the counter. Perry told me: 

"That ride across Normandy is something most o f us will never forget. 
You know what I mc.1n . .. your first look at a burned out vehicle and the 
spiked German guns some of them with silhouettes of Flying Forts on 
their barrels . occassiona lly a grave or two. And your first sign saying 
Mines Swept to Hedges Only." 

Phif came back with the beer and Perry continued talking about Ver­
sailles, the first French city they stayed in, 

" Versa illes was a good proving ground for some theories hatched during 
Wc rld War I. For a lot of men it was their first taste of champagne, and 
their firs1 drink at a sidewalk cafe. Many of 1he men managed to see the 
famous Ve rsailles Palaces." 

" l didn't get to see much o f Versailles because my uni t pulled right out 
- fact is, most of 1he combat platoon pulled out for their assignments from 
Versailles. The res t o f the company left soon afte r for Verdun and set up 
what proved to be our company headquarters for seven months. The rest 
of our assignment platoon left from Verdun." 

Verdun was one of the cjties I missed. I Dsked them abcn.,t it. 

"Verd1,m for my money," repl jed Phil, "was just a shrine to the last war 
a dirty . grey, dismal town full of souvenir shops, tourist hotels and all sorts 

of monuments . Not much of a town for a GI and we never looked forward 
to getting into Verdun." 

"I only got back to the company twice while it was in Verdun," Perry 
said. " I'll 1ake Brussels, Liege or Luxembourg over Ve rdun anytime. Luxem~ 
bourg was a swell deal-we had some guys with Eagle Tac up there and when 
the units were on the road they always managed to find some route through 
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there. You know, Phil. the one I mean-when we went to Holland or Ger• 
many we'd take N- 17 1hrough Etain, Longw'y, Arion, Luxembourg, 1hen 
up through Bastognc, Liege, and finally Maastrlcht h was ii swell town to 
hit at night for a lay-over hot baths clean sheets on rhe beds chow 
on china plates." 

The names of those Belgian cities had a nostalgic sound. I'll always 
have a sofr spot for Brussels. Perry told me he liked Brussels before the 
Lirneys and Gls rook over, bu1 after tha1 11 was Just another dog.face town. 
Richardson really got excited when he described his Paris to me Paris was 
a filvorne of mine too, but this chap Richardson described it like a native. 

1'Nearly everyone got into Paris for a couple of days," he said, 0 some 
times even a week. It was qui1e a deal our present CO cooked up to allow 
the movlemen to see the film which thev had shot As a non·c.om of that 
school, I spent a month in Paris---one of the most plensant I had overseas. 
Of course, it wasn't all cognac and Fr,lil'I , it was a miserable cold winter 
for Paris without any cool or fuel The best way to get warm was to ride the 
Metro. II was practically impossible to 9et any of those wonderful French 
meals we had heard about; it was so bad that many Parisiannes thouQht ouf 
ten-in-one rations a delicacv-and thcv were the wav the French fixed them 
The rnen used to arrive In Paris from the field-<old, hungrv, dog•tired and 
dlrtv, sometimes after a two or three hundred mile jeep ride from Holland 
or Germany; but Paris was like a sliot in the arm ro them. In a half.hour 
thev'd have shaved, showered nnd changed clothes and were asking dirccrions 
to 1he oedume shops. the art oallcnc<-. the E,ffel T"wrr. wh'!rP to oet tii:'<ets 
10 the Fql;, , h ... w tn oe1 10 the Latfn Quarter, 1he Montmarte, Pigalle " 

"Pig--allcv,'* si9hcd Perry, "where you couldn't walk a hundred feet with• 
out hearing that whisoer 'Avez vous chocolate p()\Jr bay·bee'' It's a 
shame that so manv Gls had a wrong imoression of France, esoeciallv Paris­
I guess a grear deal of this was due to rhe black market Most of us sold 
some of our soap, chocolate, and cfoarettes-hell, we had to-after all we 
were raking a beating on the frarn: and cigarette~ were worth $20.00 a carton." 

P.u,tfan c.,rrl~H were plc:turesq\.le 
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"So this ,, No11e D:ime!" 

.. a.n' ;tat wo1y, :r.e Champs Ely.u:~." 

ltke ~ sho1 1n the .um. 

"No, Monsicvr, 1he-es ees not ze 
Mon1mar1re ," 



I rhought to myself that it is so much easier talking to Gls who had been 
over' than trying to describe it to civilians back home. Somerimes I wonder 
if they could ever fully appreciate just what it was like overseas-it wasn't 
only the big things like combat; but • lot of little things like when this fel­
low Richardson mentioned the pedume shops. I remember how difficult 
it was to get a bottle o f perfume to send home. Guys with only two or three 
days in Paris would spend half a day waiting in line at shops like Guerlains, 
Chanel , and Renoir to open. Once you had the bottle. you had to carry it 
half way across the continent, usually wrapped in one of your wool under• 
shirts-hounding some mess sergeanr for a cardboard box in which to mail 
it home. 

"France is a one·city country," Phil said, "and that's /'.sr,,. What-
ever the Parisian women wear, they wear well ... Pal'iS is reallv the city of 
women, even the architectu,e is fraqile and feminine. Paris will always be 
Paris. The Germans couldn'r kill her spirit and a mill ion o r so pass~happy, 
noisy, friendly Gls will leave no last ing damage." 

"Say, Uncle Phil, you really went for that city," said Perl'y. "How about 
a bottle of Schlitz calvados, Monsieur:> It's my turn to buy," 

That calv-ados-you could drink it .0 1' use it in your cigar lighter-it was 
the only thing 1hat kept me wal'm through that long miserable cold winter. 
I'll never forget it, 

"Here's your calvados, monsieur," said Perry l'Cturning with the beer. 
"Calvados and cognac always remind me of last winter', especially during the 
Bulge. Speaking of the Bulge, Phil, d id you happen to read Drew Pearson 
today where he says that the Battle of the Bulge should be investigated 
along with Pe.1rl Harbor? Don't Imagine anything much will come of it, 
but that Bulge deal really gave us a hard time fo r • couple o f weeks. I' ll 
never forget it, We had a few units directly in the Bulge and some were 
sent in later. Our unit was right in it remember the guy rhat rells the 
story of how his unit was so late in pulling out of Bastogne that for five days 
they spearheaded the German advance across Belgium?" 

" Oh, I know who you mean," Phil replied. "The guys laugh about it 
now, but you should\, seen some of them when they came back to the com• 
panyon Christmas day they were too close to it 1hen to hide their feelings. 
You didn't get in for the Christmas party, did you, Perry? The cooks out-
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h w:is h:,rd ,o belleve 

d id themselves- turkey, chicken, cranben ies, stuffing-the chow spilled over 
our messkits. We ate like gluttons. And lhen from out of musette bags, 
jeeps, sleeping sacks, gas masks, came the bottles of champagne, cognac, 
and cointreau. You can get awfully pickled, but fast, drinking tha1 stuff 
out of canteen cups. It was a gay party only on the surface. Actually it 
was a reaction to the tension, fears and hardships or the past week. The 
celebra1 ion ended abrup1ly when the barracks non-com fell off a top bunk 
and cold-cocked himself." 

"Yov know, Phil, the far ther you got from the front during the Bulge,'' 
Perry reflec:ted, "the more worried people were hell, f remember months 
later I saw some papers from the states and rhey must have been pler"lty wor .. 
ried at home." 

I remembered well the weeks of the Bulge and I thought of Houffalize 
St V,th, Malmedy, and Bastogne towns which had been by-passed by lhe 
war and were almost intact-now they were shelled, bombed and gutted. Perry 
and Phil continued their story of how units, attached to many of the forward 
clements of the armies swept along with the armies across the Rocr and the 
Rhine. 

"Swe.-.11ng ii out"-, 
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"We knew that getting into Germany was the only way to beat the krauts 
and get back home/' said Perry. " It sure tutned out differently than we 
anticipated. During those long cold winter nights we'd sit around and talk 
about what we thought Germany wou ld be like. We figured the place would 
be full of snipers, kids shooting us in the back and every building booby­
trapped to the h ilt. But it turned out that we lived better in Germany than 
anywhere else overseas. At least there was plenty of coal and there was 
food in the cellars and sto res. All we had to do was pick ourselves a house 
and throw the people out. The Germans called us Srlw:vrM..t't1hl'ru:11 . .f m ,- r i­
ia11iJher-blackhearted Americ.ins--my nose certainly b led fo r them. 

While Phil was talking, I thought to myself how much the same Gls arc 
-even to the si lly customs of dressing, l ike wearing a piece of German para-
chute silk for a scarf-everybody had to have one, They not only do the 
same th ings but they think and say the same th ings. In France and Belgium 
they would greet each o ther wil h rom me,11 "llr1 ,•1;111r .and 110 rmnt""'• In 
Holland and Germany it was the fashion to call out i 111.w 1111'1rg,m , t1id,1, rw·-
111:h, and ollu laput. 

"The German city which our company set up shop in ," continued Perry, 
" was W iesbaden-f 'eil,e Paree. It was a beautiful resort town, messed up 
a bit, but still a welcome relief from Verdun. We had a sweet set·up--four 
big mansions, complete with furniture, well-stocked wine cellars, gardens full 
o f lilac and rose bushes. Across the street lived two " Dutch" g irls, who sur• 
prisingly enough spoke fluent German. The, tried to break up our forma• 
tions and somet imes did. We only stayed in Wiesbaden a month and a 
half, whel'e we rested and fatrened up. There was swimming at the l'itzy 
Opa lbad-a mineral swimming peol, horseback riding, golf, and some sixty• 
five do llal' sports. W e thought we might have to sweat out part of the occu­
nation but it wasn' t long be forn the l'umC'lrs Stal'ted flying about going home. 
Soon we wel'e making boxes and mailing out change of address cards. W e 

Th,.s Is it! ,., Bo.ard1ng U.S.S. Gener.ii Gordon, Le H:<1vre, Fr.in<:c .,, N~.xl Stop: U.S.A. 



niailed so much stuff home that AMG officials are still looking for the Zeiss 
photo works." 

"The trip back," said Phil, "had an unreal quali ty about it. It was hard 
to believe we were actually going home. There was a wild ride in t rucks back 
to Verdun, a three day trip on a French hospital train. We were lucky not 
to get 40 and S's. It was a hurry-up-,and-wait deal- we hur'ried across the 
continent and then we wai ted at Camp Lucky Strike. We left from Le Havre 
on a victory ship, the General Gordon. It wasn't a bad trip because we we re 
coming home and nothing could stop us, not even the hurricane we ran into. 
We hit the states at Norfolk, Virginia-a little farrher south than we expected. 
Boy, that Camp Patrick Henry was a smooth running outfit fresh milk and 
steak the first meal new clothes . painless orientation . and then the 
train for our sepiltarion centets and our thirty day furloL1ghs. Most of us were 
our of there in less 1han twenty-four hours, 

" I wish Fort Benning would give us our discharges with that speed,'' 
cracked Pcrl'y. " I wish the whole army worked that way-it can be done." 

These guys ,eminded me of men in my own our fit-the way they remem• 
bered some things and the way 1hey forgot others. The PX had suddenly 
crowded with guys from the show. We rook our beers outside because the 
air was stale and smoky. I s tood for awhile, looking at the monotonous rows 
of barracks in the distance . From the juke box near the PX door I could 
hear, "I'll /fr Sui11g ) '&11. I heard that song a thousand times in Europe-it'll 
always bring back memories. 

" Well, " sighed Richardson, " we started from Second Army and we' re 
finishing in Second Army." 

"Yeah, from dust to dust," said Perry. 

" I guess you know, fella;' I said. 

We w~re going home 
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Cal e ndar 

167th Signal Photogri'!phic Company activated at Camp Crowder, Missouri 
3 September 1943 

Arrived at Lebanon, Tennessee for maneuvers. 26 February 1944 

Returned to Camp Crowder, Missouri 6 April 1944 

Left Camp Crowder, Missouri 13 Ju ly 1944 

Arrived at Camp Shanks, New York 15 July 1944 

Boarded troopship NY-23 (Mauretania) 23 July 1944 

Embarked from New York harbor 24 July 1944 

Debarked at Liverpool, England and trained to Mobberley 

Left Mobberley for Southampton . . . I September 1944 

Embarked from Sou thampton 4 September 1944 

1 August 1944 

Marching party debarked at Omaha Beach 5 September 1944 

Motor convoy debarked at Omaha Beach IO September 1944 

Marching party arrived at Versailles, France . 7 September 1944 

M otor convoy arrived at Versailles, France I 1 September 1944 

Arrived at Verdun, France 18 September 1944 

Arrived at Wiesbaden, Germany . . 23 April 1945 

Left Wiesbaden, Germany, to return to United States . . 11 June 1945 

Arrived at Camp Lucky Strike, St. Va lery, France 13 June 1945 

Embarked from Le Havre, France aboard U. S. S. General Gordon 20 
June 1945 

Debarked at Newpo,t News, Virginia, U, S. A , 27 June 1945 

A rrived at Camp Patr-ick. Henry, Virginia 28 June 1945 

Left Camp Patrick Henry, Virginia, for 30 day furlough . 29 J une 1945 

' Reassembled at Fort Benning, Georgia . 16 August 1945 



What makes a hero? A guy stands in 

the rain with his ritle or his camera . . 

he's cold, he's wet, he's scared-he wants to 

go home . . the war shrieks around him 

he does his job--and then some a whirl­

ing chunk of metat chews at his flesh . his 

blood stains the mud . . they draw up a pa­

per: "for outstanding service-" . . . . they 

take his picture and he had another bit 

of ribbon to wear but it didn't come easy 
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HEADQUARTERS 12TH ARMY GROUP 

GENERAL ORDERS) 30 June 1945 

NUMBER 37) 

AWARD OF MERITORIOUS SERVICE UNIT PLAQUE 

Under the provision o f War Department Circular 345, section 1, 23 

August 1944, as amended, the Meritorious Service Unit Plaque is awarded 

for superior performance of duty in the accomplishment of exceptionally 

difficult tasks and for the achievement and maintenance of a high standard 

of discipline during the period I October 1944 to I May 1945 to the 167th 

Signal Photographic Company: 

The 167th Signal Photographic Company was assigned the mission of 

recording the war pictotially in still and motion pictures. The pictures 

taken have given information on combat and field conditions, supplied com­

manders with valuable tactical and strategic information, provided a histori• 

cal record of the war and have furnished material for public release as well 

as other projects. Throughout the period the members of the unit displayed 

outstanding devotion to duty and consistently procured pictures in spite of the 

most difficult conditions. During this entire period the appearance of the per­

sonnel has been commendable and the equipment has been maintained in 

excellent condition. The outstanding devotion to duty by members of this 

unit is exemplif ied by the record of no d isciplinary action under the 104th 

Article of War, no unau thorized loss of time for any reason whatsoever, no 

courts-martial and no venereal cases of any type. 

OFFICIAL: 

C. R. Landon 

Colonel, AGD 

Ad jutant General 

BY COMMAND OF GENERAL BRADLEY: 

Leven C. Allen 

Major General, GSC, Chief ot Staff 

• 



Batt I e 

Northern France Campaign 
25 Ju ly 1944 to 14 September 1944 

Rhineland Campaign 
I 5 September I 944 to 2 I March I 945 

; 
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Ardennes Campaign 
16 December 1944 to 25 January 1945 

Central Europe Campaign 
22 March 1945 to 12 May 1945 

• 



330. 13 

SIGNAL SECTION 

HQ 12TH ARMY GROUP 

APO 655 

5 June 1945 

SUBJECT: Commendation. 

TO Commanding Officer, 167th Signal Photographic 

Company, APO 655. 

1. For approximately nine (9) months beginning 6 Septem­

ber 1944, the 167th Signal Photographic Company has been sta­

tioned at Headquarters 12th Army Group. To present date you r 

company has made photographic coverage of activit ies of th is 

headquarters and furnished many combat assignment units to 

First, Third, N inth and Fifteenth US Armies to assist each army 

in its photographic operations. Port ra it teams and identification 

teams have also assisted the First and Ninth US Armies. 

2. From September through February, your company furn­

·ished most of the combat assignment un its for Ninth US Army 

and most of the personnel for the photographic laboratory at that 

headquarters. As the tactica l situation changed, units of your 

company were placed with armies requiring additional assignment 

un its in order to mainta in adequate photographic coverage. 

3. Your company has performed its techn ical mission in an 

outsta nd ing manner. The photographs made indicate that the 

cameramen have performed in a skillfu l manner and have photo­

graphed the war without regard to their personal safety. T he 

work done by your headquarters laboratory personnel, camera re­

pa irmen and othe rs has been of the same high qua lity. 

4. I commend you, your officers and men for the successfu l 

completion of your work with th is headquarters, and for the f ine 

spi rit and morale which has been maintained. 

GARLAND W . BLACK, 

Brigad ier Gene ral, USA, 

Sig nal Officer 
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lll!AllQU.iRTERS NlNl'H U , S. ARMY 
J ottice of the Co!Dn3.nd1ng General 

APO 339 

SUBJECT: comnendotion. 

THRO: Comnanding General, 
Headquarters Twel fth Arrey croup , 

APO 655, U. S. Army. 

' TO: con:me.nding attic.er, 
167th Signal Photographic eomi,an.y, 

.t.PO 655, u. s. Arrey. 

1. Tha detaehmonts of t t o 167th Signal Photographic COOJpany that ••re 
attaebed to this beadquarte.rs durice the period 15 5eptember to date ere 
coamended tor the superior performo.ncQ ot duty end tho excellence ot their 
photography. 

2. The efforts of the otti cers and men ot the detachments produced 
an outatandi ne pictorial his.tory of the Ninth u. s. A.nror io ection

1 
tor the 

.ntormation of the peoples of the •orld and the historical archives of the 
war Department. 

3 •. .,._llY extraordinary difficulties were overcome by the otti cers aod 
zoen in a- mnner that demonstrated t he.j,_;i: ,profeaaional skill , le&dershi~ and 
a coo,plet e disreeard for thei • onal ee.tety. 

. JJ0 . 13 (AG-P) 
Hq 12th Army Group, 

• 
APO 655, 23 'May 1945 , 

H. SD!PSO/!, 
oe-neral, u. 

ColllllSJld i ng • 
s. J.rmy, 

THRU: Commanding General, Special Troops, 12t h Army Cro up, APO 655 . 

' TO: commanding Officer, 167th Signal Photo Company, APO 655 . 

'!'he Anny Group Coounander is pl 
indication of service well perforn,e '~-... 

~ 
01.ff 

,~ 11.~~ I'll~ 

.... ~ 
,tcci1"1 ,... ., . ' 

s,IJ/ i; • 

end forward this 

~~.(J.li,v) 
C, R. LANDON, 
Ool onel, AGO , 

Adj,utant General , 
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Award of the Legion of Merit 

M -SGT. ROBERT B. STUART 
" . , . for cxcept ion,:allv ~rltofious conduct in the performance of 
ovt,-t.ir1dmg servkes as camera repair tec;hniela.n . . , ,.,olunt.,rtly 
d,rec1ed an operation 10 pro<:uro v;:,lu:ible enemy m.a,c.hinery a nd 1ools 
from an enemy rm.1.nlt i0rt.s p l.:1n1. Wo,k.ing under fire, he performed 
pr«:ision n'l.'l<hine wo1k In the f ield, makmo p..irtJ whic:h kepi C)hoto• 
graphic cquipmc-nt o f the Twelhh /lrmy Grouo in opor<1tion." 

By Comm;:,nd of Gener.ii Eisenhower 

Award of the Silver Star 

TEC. 3 DONALD B. CALAMAR 
"On 16 November 1944, shortly ahcr he had c:omplctcd his: mi,s: .. 
sion, he saw a s-eriously wounded mfontryn•,:m lying 1n :1n open field. 
Leaving his e,,.mera :ind eotJlpmenl behlnd, while fu lly exposed to 
enemy observat ion and fire, crawled to 1ho wO\,lndcd m.in ;ind e-,, .. 
ricd him to the b<1Uallon comrn:and post. la1e1 lhe same day, whh 
eamplete dlsregard for his own safe ty, assisted in the evacuation of 
another wounded soldier 10 a p lace o f $-1rc 1y ." 

By Command of Mnjor Gen.crat Gerhardt 

Award of the Soldier's Medal 

TEC. 4 W ILLIAM F. ST ICKLE 
"On 17 Fcb,u:,ry 1945, when an :irrutrur11tloo truck h.ad c.nught flre, 
1hc above enlisted man proceeded to the sc.eno without hesitation 
1n ;m .,11emo1 10 ~:i"C r"Qvernm~n, prooerty. Althouah const,'lntly 
e.xposcd to great danger from shells which e.xp1oded because of the 
heat, he rcmov~ a qvartcr ton vehicle which had become ignited :ind 
e xtingui!ohW the ffomes." 

By Command of the Division Commandr,,r 



.., 

Award of the Bronze Star 

TEC. 5 CHARLES C. BUNDSCHU, JR. 
" While constantly cxpOscd to h~tile fire In forward posl• 
t l<>n.s , , • $'.>hOtOQr.iphed leading eleine(ltS in assault river 
crossings and continu-ed comb.at a,c:tivitie-s as the task force 
moved throvgh wccc:uivc H)wns toward it$ obje-etive ... dur­
ing the 1>eriod 23 February 1945 and S March 1945." 

8y Command o f Major G;.ncr:Jil Gillem 

1ST LT. KENNETH J. BUTTERFIELD 
'' • , , for mtri1orious servic:c In mihl.,ry oper;1tlons ,1g3ins1 
the enemy from 19 October 194 4 to 14 March 1945 In Ger­
many. 

By Comm.,.nd o f M.3jor Gener.11 Gerh.1rdt 

TEC. 3 DONALD B. CALAMAR 
" , • , for morilOric>v$ J.tehievement in milir.;uy oi>eratiOnl'I ;,"193in$t 
the eMMy ftom l 9 Octobe, 1944 to 20 January 194S in Ger­
many." 

By Comm.,nd of M.:ijol' Ge,ier.il Gerhord1 

1 ST LT. PAUL W . CALVERT 
" •. • for d isting-.,ishing hiJ'r'4e1f by meitforious S-el'vice In con, 
,,ection wilh ml111ary operations against 1he enemy In Hofland 
and Germany fron, IS November 1944 to 5 March 1945. " 

By Command of Major General Gillem 

• 



TEC. 4 CARMEN A. CORRADO 
" . .. for heroic .1chievement in Gcm\3.ny, tt0m 23 February 
01 7 Janv.1ry 1945 In Belgium. Accomp.iny1ng a dismO\lnl • 
ed p-,1rol to photogr-,ph their action . .. constar.tly exposed 

• hl mseU in or(fer 10 succe-ssfulty complete hi$ missioc,, He 
was cxp0i;ed 10 he.ivy enemy machine gun and mort-,r tire, 
but succeeded in occomplishino his mission," 

By Command o f M.,jor Gcncr.11 Colhns 

TEC. 3 NA THAN CUT-LER 
" , , . from 14 Scptcmbe1 1944 to 9 May J 945 ••• in spite 
:,f Inclement wClllher and haurdous conditions, he produced 
an ov1s1:mdln9 still cam<:r., photograph ic ,ecord o f the activities 
(I f the I 21h Army Gtoop." 

Sy U>mmand of Gener.ii 8a1dley 

TEC. 4 RAYMOND W . DAUM 
" . .. tor heroic ,1chievemen1 in 3Ction again$! the enemy 
1944 . . , while under heavy enemy artillery :md mortar fire: 
.. . proc:eeded to ta.kc motion pictures of :i combined a.rmored­
infan1ry a ttack . .. even after being wounde<f by shrapnel in 
the he.,d :ind forearm ... proceeded 10 complete his mission." 

By Command of Bilg. General Fr.-..nk A. ,Keating 

TEC. 5 DELBERT E. DAVIDSON 
" .. . for heroic ~hievemcnt in Germany on 16 Nove-n'lber 
1945 to 2.4 Fcl>ru.l,Y 194S, in connection with military oP• 
crat lons a,gainst 1he enemy." 

By Coml'l'\:lnd of Major GenN.11 McLain 

TEC. 4 E. D. DOWLING 
" ... and a.noth.er enlisted m.an, on 
8 October 19,.U, near A.,chen, Ger• 
m,1ny . . . although under constan1 
enemy fire .i.nd observa·t ion, with u·t· 
tcr d isregard (or 1heir own safety, 
~uccessfully evo<:u:ited their wound• 
cd omcer 10 medical aid." 

By Commany of General Bradley 

TEC. 4 
A . J. DRUMMOND, JR. 
" .. . for meritoriOl>S service In con• 
nection with mllit<1ry operation from 
15 Oc1o~r l944 to 1 Aprll 1945." 
By Comm.ind of Lia.it . Gen. Simp$0t'I 

• • 
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SGT. WILLIAM A . HIGH 
"On 23 Fcbrvary I 945, while constantly expc>scd to host11e 
fire in forw.1rd posi1ions, hct photographed leadlng element.$ 
in .is.S;lolt river c,ossings 3f'ld continued cOmbat activities as 
the lask force m0vcd thr-ough successive towns 1ow,1rd its 
Objective." 

By CommMd of M.,jor Gener.ii Gillem 

TEC. 5 JOSEPH D. KARR 
" . , , for heroic achievement In Getm,mv on 16 November 
1944 . . while yndor heavy enemy attillery .1nd morrar 
fire ... proceeded 10 1.:,kc 4till pic11,ucs of a combined 11rmor­
ed-inf.intry .a t-1.1ck , . . advanced with the infantry .ind tanks 
!Ind procured :in :iccur.>IC pic.tOrial account of the att3ck :ind 
m.-.nncr of rcsist·ance offeted by the e nemy." 

By Comm;md of Brigadier General Frank A. Keating 

TEC. 4 BART T. MACASPAC 
" . .. for mcri1ori(11.,1s se rvice in connection wilh milhary op~ 
erations from IS October 1944 to I April 194 5." 

8y Command of lleute.Mnt Gc:ncr.il Simpson 

TEC. 5 M ERLE A. NICHOLSON 
"In Germ:any, on 13 J.inv.i,y 1945 , . . rendered outstMd1ng 
S-(!rvices in photographing enemy po5ition (),n tho • • • River 
from -1 vant~c p<>int less 1han forty yards from tho nc;,re,t 
enemy ourpost, Fully cogni i;;,nt of the h.lurds involved, he 
oc;wpied his position during 1he eMly morning hour$ of dark­
ness, rem.11n¢d there rhr0vghout rhc day aher photographing 
the terra in, wlthdrawino 3fter nlghr h:<1d fallen , .. provided 
v:.lu.:ible phoi-ooraphs. of vitill cncmy positions." 

By Command of M.,jor General Gcrhard1 

l ST LT. H. L. HA NSON 
" ... for' d ist inguishing himJe lf bv 
meritoriovs scrvioc in connection with 
mili1t11y oper111lon ;,g:ail\$t 1he enemy 
in Germ.any from 2 3 February 1945 to 
5 M.,rd, 1945." 

By Command of Maj. Gen. Gillem 

TEC. 5 JOHN C. PERRY 
•• • , • for hcroic achieveme,n in nc­
tion ag:all\St 1he enemy on 7 January 
1945 in Belgium. Accompanying :i 

d1Sl'n0unted p111rol to photograph their 
action . . . const.'Jnlly e xposed 10 
hc;,,vy enemy machine gun a.nd mar­
l .ir fire." 

8y Command of Maj. Gen. Collins 



TEC. 5 LEROY W . RADDATZ 
" •. , from 23 Fcbrvary 1945 to 24 Fcbrv.Jry 1945 ohoto • 
gr'.'ll)hed the crossing of a ,1vcr Md 1he bullding o f bridges .. . 
and 1he cnsui!'lg battle ... under enemy observati(m .ind $om.Ill 
sums, mortar ,ind a,tillcry fi re." 

By Command of Major General Mclain 

T EC. 5 W ILLIAM C. SANDERSON 
" .• , agains1 tho enc.my in Gcrm,,ny during the period 2 3 Feb• 
ruary l9.45 Md 5 M3rch 1945 . .. wh ile- COl'lstantly exposed 
to hoslile fire In forward positions ... photographed leading 
c lements in i\SS.avh river crOS:$in!)s ;md continued comb;,1 .te--
1lv1t lcs as 1he t.lsk force ,noved through sucGessivc towns 
1o ward l1s obj«tive," 

By Command of Maier General Gillem 

T EC. 4 WILLIAM F. STICKLE 
" ... a,g3;ns, the enemy in Germany durino the. period 23 
Febrvary 1945 .ind 5 M;,rch 1945 • . , while c<>nit;:mtly CX• 
pQscd 10 hos1 ile f,re "' forward posit1o,,s . . . photographed 
leading c lert'K'nts in assault river ccossincgs an-d continved com• 
bal activities 3$ the 1ask force moved through successive towns 
1owo1rd it$ object lve." 

By Comm;,nd of ~jor Gt:ntm1I Gilfcm 

2D LT. 
LAVERNE C. WOODS 
" from 21 Nove~r 194~ to 9 
May 1945 notwithstandino rain, 
fog, snow, and h:u:.irdous conditions, 
he recorded wl1h exception.al skill, in. 
s tallatfOf'ls and activit1tt o f the l21h 
Army Group." 

Bv Command of Gcner.:il Br.:idley 

l ST-SGT. 
ROGER H. ZACHARY 
•• and another enli:;ted m.,n, on 
8 Oc:tobet 1944, near Aachen, Ger­
many a lthough under constant 
enemy fire nnd observation, with utter 
disregard for !hei r own s.ifcty, sue• 
CC$$fu lly evacuated 1he ir wounded of• 
ficcr to medical aid," 

By Comm.:ind o f General Bradley 

T-4 V. V. SHERMAN \ 
" For his excellem photographic cov­
erage o f comb,11 M"l lvit1e,5: 22 De. 
cember to 26 May 1945 . 

By comm.:ind of 
General W. H. Si"'pson 

I ST LT. RICHARD K. 
SUNDERBRUCH 
"For hls s.uperfor supervls.lon and pet• 
.sonal d ir« tion of the .iclivititt of his 
photogrnphers: . 22 December 1944 
10 26 May 194 5. 

By Com.rn:ind of 
General W, H. Simpson 

• 
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Certificate of M e rit 

T EC. 4 GIDEON F. EBERS 
" f <>r' dl"::pl.,ying courage and sk111 in p(!tforming h is duty as 
Combat Pho109r.11pher dvrino assault oper.-.tions ag:tinst the 
enemy in Germany during 1he period 23 February 1945 to 
5 March 1945," 

M,11jOr General A. C. Gillem, Jr. 

TEC. 5 M ITCHELL S. KELLY 
"fo, dispt.,ying cour.ige and sklll In performing his duty as 
Combat Pho1ogr;iphe r dvring assaull operntlon .,g11ln::i1 1he 
enemy in Germany du ring 1hc period 23 February t94 5 to 
5 M 11rch 19 45," 

Major General A. C. GHlem, Jr. 

TEC. 4 HAROLD W . K ING 
"For displaying cou f:tg.e .ind skill in performing his duty as 
Comb.•11 Phot<>graphcr during 1~ .u .s-,uh oper;,tions agains1 
the enemy In Geun:my dvring the period 23 febru.ary 1945 
1·0 5 March 19.!S." 

Major Gener.11 A C. Gillem, Jr. 

TEC. 3 CHARLES E. LOVE 
"For displaying cour:ige .ind skill in performing h,s duty ,"IS 

Combat Photographer during 1he ass<'lvlt operations a9.11lns1 
1he enemy In Gerrn.,m y durlno 1he period 23 Ftbrva,y 194 5 
10 S March 19 45." 

M.:1jot General A. C. Gillem, J r . 



Aw a rd 0 f 

2ND LT. KENNET H J. BUTTERFIELD 
Wounded 17 November 19-4 4 while with the 29th Infantry 
Division in Germ.any. He returned lo duty, 

1ST LT. THOMAS N . DANIEL-----
wounctcd by ~hrapru.,I near Wursclcn, Germany, on 20 October 
194 4. He retumed to duty -,h er medical aid . 
Q;,k Leaf Cluster- Wounded whllc l)hotogr~phin,g cOmb;at 
activities near Euchen, Germ.iny, on 16 November 19A4 . He 
returned 10 duty. 

TEC. 4 RAYMOND W . DAUM 
Wounded as a rcsvlt of enemy action In GermMy on 16 No• 
vembcr 1944, while photographin9 :.ctivitic:s of the 1021'\d 
lnfonuy Division. He re tumed to du1Y ;:1fter medical at• 
1en1lon. 

TEC. 4 AUBREY J. DRUMMGND 
W ounded in ;Ktion en 16 November 19,4.4 ne.!lr EI.Khen, Ger• 
many, 
O-,k Leaf Cluster- He continued to photograph his :.uignment 
and was wo,mded II second time on 1he s:ime day. Afte, 
nospi1aliutlon ;in:I ev.-.c:v-,1,on 10 Engl.ind, he rcjoin.ed 1he 
company, 

' 



► Purple H ea r t 

' 

' 

SGT. WILLIAM A . H IGH 
Wovndcd in Holland ot1 2 November l 944, He returned 
10 duty. 

TEC. 3 CHARLES E. LOVE 
Wounded in Germany Ol'I 24 February 1945, Ho returne<f 
lo duty. 

T EC. 5 LEROY W . RADDATZ 
Wovnd~ In Germany on 23 Febru,uy 194 5, He returned 
TO duly. 

TEC. 5 STANLEY SLEVIN 
Wounded in the Hertz Moun111in Arc:n, Germany, on 13 April 
1945. He was photographing n'IOunted p,urol o1ctivitics wilh 
the 4th Cavalry Group when he w.1s $truck in tho left side by 
sm:ill ,ums .ind panz.erfausl fire. He w.1s ev.-.cua1cd 10 Eno• 
l;)nd and later 10 the United S1.11et. 

1ST LT. RICHARD K. SUNDERBRUCH 
Wounded rn the neci( by a sniper's bullet nc.ar Aadicn, Ger­
many on 8 Octobet 1944, Ahcr hospitiliutlon he rejoined 
the «imp~ny on 30 October J9.d4. 



We/re ready, the five of us who live and 

work together cameras loaded and locked 

coffee brewed on a Coleman s tove ar the 

side of q mad near God•knows~where 

then \Ve move up the c lank of tank 

treads the pulse of battle we take pic-

tures sand in rhe shutter bad light 

rain on our lens we curse men 

die we move on 

The story of the Combat Units . . . their 

movement's, exploits, adventures .. . told by 

the men of the 1.1ni ts in thei r own words .• , 

-





Combat Linit 121 

Unit 12 1, consisting of Al "Pinky" Higg,ns and Bernard "Mike" Mich­
als, moviemen; Stewart " Stew" Sawyer and Paul Berg, sti llmen, left Verdun, 
France, Sept, 25th, ' 44, on its first assignment, Lt . John Herod, now a Cap­
tain, was OIC, 

The unit was ro film a documentary motion picture on the complete ac· 
tivi t ies of medics in the field. The story took 12 1 to Tout, Etain, and Nancy 
in France and then up to Maastricht and Heerlen in Holland. Near the me­
dieval fortress city of Toul, they pitched their tents next to an air evac hos­
pital. It was early October, still warmish. and the happy photogs knew for 
certain the war would be over by Christmas. Sloshing around in mud and 
s leeping in lillers beside amputees were probably the most memorable expe'~ ­
ence at Toul. Higgins, bent on maintaining production standards come hell 
or high water, sometimes cajoled Mike in to carrying tripod, Eyemo and bat­
tery cases through knee-deep mud for a more dramatic shot. 

The script called for a complete pictorial story of the rearward evacua• 
tion of a wounded soldier, from the time he was picked up by the litter bear­
ers, back through battalion aid, collecting and clearing stations, evac and field 
hospitals and finally the general hospital. At Etain Al and Mike shot some 
fine interiors which earned them a letter of praise from Army Picto rial Sctv .. 
ice in London. Sawyer and Berg, itching to sink their teeth into a juicy still 
assignment, contented themselves with production when the spirit moved 
them. Their l1ninspi ring pictorial diet was frequently washed down with cog­
nac, They did catch a few on-the-spot breaks, however, which they hastily 
packed up and sent to London. Their day was yet to come. 

The medic story was finished by November 5 th. The unit went to Ver­
dun and for almost a month the men went out on individual assignments, 
Stew did a couple o f hospital stories and a pole line series. Berg entered 
Metz on the day it fell, to do a propaganda story for Psychological Warfare. 
He also worked with the author Stefan Heym on a coal mine story at Baes­
wei ler, Germany. 

In November, Lt. Herod left the 167th to take over his own company, 
and Lt. Paul H. Brillman became OIC of 121. Then, on December 5th, after 
impressive briefing on the secrecy and dangers of their new m ission, the unit 
left to join T-Force at Remouchamps, Belgium. T•force was a st range, never· 
publicized band of intell igence specialists and combat t roops, known in of­
ficial army communiques as Advanced Staff Section, Twelfth Army Group 
Its m ission was to enter key cities with the assault wave, seize and hold pre-

• 
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determined targets and immedia1ely to exploi t the targets for intelligence 
purposes. A mission like that can sober the most intrepid band of photogs. 

December passed in the nom"lal manner unti l Sunday, the 17 th. Rumors 
of German paratroopers landing all around the town were substantiated that 
night when the unit was o rdered to pull out and join the 101st Airborne in 
Bastogne. For three days all five lived in that electrically-tensed area which 
reluctantly but surely gave way before 1he German counter•otfensive. On 
the 18th they were forced to retreat. Sleeping places ran a range from sta­
bles, cow barns, school gymnasiums and the front of the truck to beds with 
sheets in a Dinant hotel. No sooner had the men bedded down in one place 
than they were alerted to move because the Krauts were closing in. Berg was 
convinced they were after the Ge rman bayonet he had picked up. 

On Wednesday, Lt, Brillman decided to make a run into Ba.stogne. Two 
kilometers out of the beseiged city, on the only road still open, the unit ran 
into two armored d ivisions turning around. If the tanks couldn"t make it., it 
was reasonable to believe that neither could the photographers. After a hur­
ried consultat ion, the uni t decided to head west with the tanks. Whi le Stew 
and Mike were grimly trying to turn the vehicles around on the crowded road 
and Lt. Brillman was valiantly attempting to drive an abandoned prime mover 
out of the mud, Higgins and Berg were getting pictures of the 969th Field 
Artillery d igging in to give supporting fire to the paratroopets in Bastogne. 
These pictures turned ovt to be the only coverage of that eventful Wednesday 
afternoon outside of Bastogne. That night the circle around the city had 
closed. 

The unit later rejoined T-Force at Veiux-Waleffe, Belgium, and on 
March 2, T-Force moved to Eschweiler, Germany. The unit split. Sawyer 
and Micha ls went with a sub-T-Force to 3rd Army, Brillman, Higgins and 
Berg remained with the main body to enter Cologne on the 6th, The 3rd 
Armored was still fighting in that city when Al and Paul started shooting pic­
tures of synthetic oil plants., Nazi bigwigs, robot bomb factories, Gestapo 
Headquarters, and all the nerve centers of the has tily retreating Wehrmach1. 
Sawyer and Michals had an equally adventuresome time when they entered 
Bonn oJ foot in squad formation, 

Two weeks late r the uni t crossed the Rhine, to cover the Ruhr pock.er. 
At the Wesseling Hydrogenation Plant, Al and Pav! ' liberated" 26 Russian 
slave laborers, Farther south, at Frankfurt·am•Main, Stew got a "first" on a 
shot of Kaiser Wi lhelm's youngest son. Life was easier now and more t ime 
could be spent in collecting pistols and cameras. 

On May 6th the unit, with no casualties, returned to the company at 
W iesbaden. The unit, with Bi ll Shapiro replacing Berg, went down to Ider 
Oberstein, and took. over a comfortable mansion. Berg went to Bad Wi 1-
dungen to cover the meeting of Gen. Bradley and Gen. Koniev, 

Lt. Brillman and his band of photographers packed vp their deadly 
Brownies and re turned to the Company Headquarters on J une 6th to prepare 
for the. return to the States . 

Brlllman, Hi-gglns. Abo..,e: 8,erg, Below: Sawyer. Right: Mich-,1~. 



Ebers, H.irrison 

Combat Unit 122 

ORIGINATED-November 1943 as special all-purpose advance unit for 
Tennessee maneuvers. 

TRAI N ED-Tennesee maneuvers; 14th A rmored Division, Camp Camp• 
bell, Ky.; Camp Crowder, 

PERSONNEL (at POt)-Uni, officer, Lt. Paul " Mother" Calvert; MP men: 
Tee 4 Robert "Gil" Gilmore, Tee 4 Gideon " P. O." Ebers; Still men: 
Tee 4 William "Nails" Harrison, T -5 Mitchell "Grossmutter" Kelly. 

FIRST ETO ASSIGNMENT- 16 SEP 44 to 7 OCT 44- with 94th INFAN­
TRY DIV1S10N, ,hen con1aining 200,000-odd Nazis in St. Nazarie­
Lorinet pocket. 
VIA Ninth U. S. Army (then secret) at Rennes. 
BIVOUACED-Apple c rchard (iipe/ a r Lhareaubiant. 
PHOTOGRAFHEi..>-" Hedgerow" patrols, loot and motorized; FF I out-

posts, high command, prisoners of war, liaison; OSS teams, joint 
oper.ations, communica<ions, espionage; the Colonel's dog. 

W ILL REMEMBER-Brittany's ferti lity, quaintness, pu,zling speech 
(so unlik.e high school French)-first French lessons including 
origin and meaning of terms, "Calvados", "cidre", ''Cognac" and 
"Eau de V ie"-introduction to that great institution, the French 
Cafe-Ebers' classic remark to Harrison (who, in tight spot on 
pa trol, had requested his ten•inch lens} "Ten•inch lense Hell! 
Here's a hand grenade!" 

INTERIM- 7 OCT to 6 NOV I 944-Rerurned to Ninth Army Conl rol. , 
MUCH TRAVELI NG-to Rennes, to Versailles, to new ComJ>'lny HQ 

at Verdun v ia Paris; two weeks at Arion, Belgium, exploring 
Luxembourg and "bulge" country; to Maastricht, Holland, for 
new assignment. 

W ILL REMEMBER-"La Belle France" in autumn finery, beautiful 
through scar.s of war--delighted glance at Paris, with vow to 
return-solemn incredulous awe at extent of Verdun battle scars 
- first view of the fabled fortress c,ity of Luxembourg; first " hit" 
on Arloo•M aastricht convoy1 scored by unit jeep, "Oh Kay!", on 
2½ ton 6x6 later hits scored by "On Kay!" 11 , 11 1, IV and W-C 
I and II included: I British convoy, 2 mortar bursts, miscellaneous 
poles, trees, livestock, cyclists. 

SECOND ASSIGhJMENT-6 NOV 44 to 15 MAR 45-with GEN. GILLEM'S 
XIII CORPS 
V IA- X IX Corps at Heerlen, for brief orientation on new Corps job. 



., 

BIVOUACS-Dutch family (bucherl in Wijnensrade, Dutch family (prof­
essor) in Waubach, schoolroom (adjoining doughnut facro l'y in 
Hoensbroek, coat mine (oldest in Europe) in Kerkrade, Holland; 
blasted German house in Marienberg, ditto in Eakelenz, Nazi bar­
racks in Bunchcn-Gladbach, Kaiser war'ehouse( complete with con­
tents) in Vicrsen. 

WltlTER, 1944, ON ROER RIVER FRONT (Linnich-Julich sector) 
PHOTOGRAPHED-Bitter local battles blasting Nazis from Siegfried 

positions, from Beek, Wurn, Gereonweiler, Linnich, last village 
strongholds west of Roer; routine PRO and technical shots at 
Corps interspersed with missions on disivion fronts showing GI 
living. working, fighting, using his head, clowning, dying. With 
litt le digging, men of 102nd, 84th and 29th lnfa"try Divisions, 
71h Armored Division and associated units provided much grist 
for newsreels and press back home, and for Army record. For 
G-2, G·3, t ried long-focus panorams from forward OPs for com• 
ined s tudv with low aerial oliques o f Roer front. 

LOST-temporarily, services of Harrison and Ebers, unsuccessful in 
tilt with British convov; permanently1 Harrison and Gilmore, 10 
Company, replaced by Tee 3 Charles Love (MP) and Tee 4 Harold 
King (still). Lost, also, instrument panel of 3/4~ton, to party 
unknown; our hearts, to Dutch kiddies; considerale chocolate, 
etc.. to Dutch of various ages. 

W ILL REMEMBER-The sound of that first 88-first contact with 
a Grave Repistration detail- the mud- the everlasting winte r 
m ists-long hours driving blackout o r by "artifical moonliqht" 
(officiallv or otherwise)-that good feelinq of getting back 
" home" after a day at the front-"Mother" Calvert's worrying 
over his charqes-the he lpfulness. hosoitality o f our doughty 
Dutch ''families" and friends-Dutch l.:inguaQe lessons (pain• 
less methcd}-Harl'ison's nocturnal scraocs with Dutch police­
the dailv douohnuts for our snack bar~pic t rip throuqh 
Winter's worst blizzard to Paris for three days "school" (edv• 
cational , indeed!}- lonq evenings spent evolving the "Kerkrade" 
svstem of Contract Bridae. 

SPRING JUMP-OFF AND ROER-RHtNE EXPLOITATION-
PHOTOGRAPHED-Pre-H-Hcur night barrage, early morning assault 

and bridge crossing, at Linnich; infantry and armor pushing to 
Dusseldorf and Ouisbur~; mopping up; release of "slave labor" 
from Ruhr factories; DP's on march; Rhine bridges and installa­
tions. 

UNIT REPLACED BY 168th. 15 Ma rch 1945, RETURNED TO VERDUN. 
Lt. Calv~ to California; Kelly and Love to work out of company; 

Ebers with Unit 128 to Austria; King with T-force to Ruhr pocket. 
Alt to meet finally in Wiesbaden, and compa re notes and tall ta les. 

Hnrriwrt, Calv~rt, Gi lmore, KeJly. 



O'Btlen, Urban, M.i<Don:ild, Heslop, S,.,muelon 

Combat Unit 123 

Bom from weeks of rumor, Photo Unit 123 was the first unit to 
be activated and sent into the field under the newly appointed Com­
manding Officer, Captain Merle H. Chamberl in. Destined to be a suc­
cessful unit under LI . Arnold E. Samelson, of Tacoma1 Washington, and 
his assigned photogs, 1he unit left for the field 19 March 1945. 

5-Sgt. Walter D. MacDonald of Los Angeles California, was unit non­
com, still cameraman, and souvcni r collector deluxe. The team of T ec 4 
Eddie Urban and Tee 5 John O'Brien from the Ardennes Bulge, handled 
the movie cameras and ground off miles o f hot combat film. O'Brien 
missed his Upper Darby newspaper and Urban from Detroit, rewired every 
house with electricity that we moved into. Straight from the hills of Ogden, 
Utah, came the "Sheepherder" Tee 4 J. M. Heslop, still camearman. 

Leaving Verdun Headquarters for First Armv we drove like mad, as 
only photoghaphers can do, until we reached Spa, Belgium. The bad roads 
offered further obsracles but soon we were in the heart of Germanv and 
had our assignment to 9th Armored Division, V Corps. We staved one 
night with the 165 Photo Co. and Sgt. Smoody took care of us. We slept 
in the piqeon loft of an old castle and the sound of arti llery could be heard 
as we talked of the pictures we would soon be taking. 

We joined the 9th Amored Division west of the Rhine River at Bad 
Ninhour, Germ.:inv; while their initial c rossinQ on the Ludendorf Bridge, 
which thev caotured intact at Remagen, was sti ll in it's infancy. We photo· 
graphed rhe leading e lements during their ~dvancc east of the Rhine deep 
into the heart of Germanv. Some days as many as 90 stills and 1,200 feet 
of movie film were sent to Armv Pictorial Service. In two davs we had 
advanced to the cirv of Neuwied. The streets were littered with rubble 
and full of nai ls (we had six flats that dav). Buildings burned, tanks moved 
through, and the white flags began to appear frorn everv window. We moved 
raoidlv from olace to olace to qet pictures o f the batt le, prisoners, and 
other activities. We discovered a wounded douqhboy hit bv a sniper's 
bullet, and rushed him to a hosoital that we found to our suror'ise to be in 
the hands o fthe Germans. Medics. nurses and doctors rushed ab..,ut u~ 
In the rr,nfusion MacDonald asked. "Hmm Err; Have you been captured 
vet?" We shot ;:i fow oic:tures as they operated on the wounded man, and 
the film was rushed back. 
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The drive moved down the Rhine as we shot pictures of the battle 
in Engers, Baderf, and on the Vallendar, where 9th Armored turned east 
along the Reichautobahn that spreads like a web into Germany. The armor 
really rolled on this super highway, hesitating only for the destroved bridges, 
blown by the retreating Krauts. One such bridge near Mento Baur proved 
of interest to us for as we s topped to photograph it we found Germans hid• 
ing in the wreckage, Although we were amazed and frightened, we 
captured them. Next was Limburg where many American prisoners were 
freed after a te rri fic battle for the town. We couldn't stop long in one 
plac.e as the d rive was moving so rapidly. We captured an entire town 
with a Psychological Warfare unit, their loud speaker doing the job. We 
moved forward, passed long convoys, through town after town and on to 
Wetzler Gieben, Marburg and Fritzlar, f ritzlar was miserable, artillery 
and snipers were numerous. Then t·o Warburg and Kassel, 

April 10th we left for Naumburg and the drive to Leipzig. The war 
seemed to be going well and each day brought us closer to the end. We 
lived in everything from river boats, factories, hotels, to the finest homes 
and castles in Germany. We found "Raus from der Haus" the best method 
of get ting five good beds, a stove, pots, pans, and so on! We had all had 
learned to cook by this time; 10-in-l corn beef-15 d ifferent wavs. We 
had .:i small German generator to provide us with lights so we had all the 
comforts of home-except home. We Qot early pictures of Leipzig, both 
from the ai r and ground. The city was destroyed, and the Bu rgomeister 
and his staff had commited suicide. There really wasn't much left and 
soon the Russians would meet us. We all re jo iced over our scoop possibili~ 
ties and ZOWNS-Orders came rransfenng us lo Third Army, 

We werci assigned to rhe 801·h lnfontrv Division and joined them in 
Nurnberg. We proceeded into Aus tria and soon found ourse lves among 
the Alps in the most beau1iful country that we had seen thus far in Europe. 
We shot pictures of Hitler's birthplace in Braunau, Giant German orisons 
and liberated Americans, We moved deeper into Austria and at Ebensec 
covered the horrors of 1·he concentration camp there. The Germans had 
all drawn back into the high Alps and were being sought out by men of 
the 80th lnfantrv Division. On V-E Day we photographed the giant sur­
render convov of the 6th German Panzer Army moving into American 
terri torv. The nex t dav we met with the Russians. Everyth ing was chang­
ing now, the war had ended and ovr jobs became fewer and fewer. 

Our last davs in Au~tria were soent enjoving the country. We had a 
mountain home on the T ,.1unsee. ,at Gmunden whe re we fished, boa ted, 
swam, hiked. sleot ami ate.. (St ill 10-in- l beet>. We had a wonderf1,1I 
rest, then returned to the Comoanv headouarters at Wiesbaden Germany, 
to prepare for shipment to the United Stares. 

Left: UrbM, S:imuelson Center: Urb.in, $amyclson, O'Brien. Heslop, MacOon:tld, Right: M.ic• 
donald, Heslop. 



Slevin, MJ1cDoru1ld, Coogan, Llghtrnan, Winston 

Combat Unit 124 

On Sept. 19, 19-441 Combat Unit 124, laden down with cameras, film, 
K rations and pin-up gi rls, set out from company headquarters at Verdun to 
cover its fi rst assignment. 

The unit at this tin,e consisted of 1st Lt. Seymour " Buttol') Nose" Win .. 
ston, S-Sgt. Gene B. "Choppers" Coogan, T-3 Herb "Butter Ball" L;ghtman, 
S-Sgt. Walter "Baby" MacDonald, and T-5 Stanley " Shakespeare" Slev;n, 
Their m ission was to fitm for the War Department a doc1.1mentary feature on 
the activities of a Civil Affairs team entering a city as it falls to American 
troops. The rcsuJt;ng film, "G-5 in AcNon" was probably the first produc• 
tion sto ry to be shot by a combat unit, using only field camera equipment. 

In planning the screenplay, the un;1 had dec;ded to accompany C;v;J Af­
fairs Det. 81C2 into the fortress cil y of Metz., then under furious assault by 
General Patton 's Third Army troops. Leaving headquarters, they joined Det. 
B 1 C2 at Thionville, France, an important indus trial center divided in half by 
the Moselle River. 

The uni t arrived to find half of the city he ld by American troops, wh ile 
German forces st ronQly entrenched in the other half kept up a barrage of "88" 
and mortar fire. The first night the uni t spent in this to,"n, is a night the 
photogs si;Jl shudder to remember, 

Here, CU 124 shot mov;e sequences o f the Civ;J Affairs team preparing 
for its entrance into Metz, also shooting for the combat engineers a series of 
bridge reconnaissance photos which puwed to be o f high tactic,al importance 
in the river crossings that followed. These shots were made by Slevin and 
Cooqan. MacDonald photograohed a TD unit nearbv, and lightman shot 
movie footaoe r- f ,.ur t roops attacking enemy oil I-boxes and block~houses. 

As the fall of Metz seemed imminent, the unit moved up to the town of 
Vionville on 1he main road c1 short d istance from Metz. However, it became 
evident that fierce resistance wil hin the fortress city would prevent its fall for 
several weeks. so the unit set c ff for Paris to fi tm montage sequences fo r the 
beginning o f the fi lm. 



Having shot add itional footage in Nancy and J arny, 1-he unit rejoined the 
Civil Affairs team at Nilvange. It was there that Sgt. Coogan le ft the unit to 
become First Sergeant of the company. His place in CU 124 was filed by 
T-5 Donald "Pappy" Perrine. 

When the steel ring of forts around Metz was pierced by Third Army 
troops, CU 124 entered the ciry with Civil Affairs, Lighrman and Perrine 
g round away at 1he kind of dynamic scenes that can only be filmed when a 
mighty fortress fa lls. Approximately 20,000 feet of fi lm was shot on the 
srory. Since there was no electricity in the city . the unit used its own gen• 
erators to run the floodlights for filming of the many interior sequences. Dolly 
shots, mood-lighting and montc3ge helped to give the picture production qual­
ity. The last scene of the picture was filmed the day before Chirsrmas, 1944, 
and the unit returned to company headquarters in time for a r'Ousing yuletide 
celebrat ion. 

The unit's rest was cut short, however, by being assigned to the 11 th 
Armored Division to photograph activities during the "Battle of the Bu lge". 
Later, T-3 Lightman flew to London to cv t 1-he G-5 film .at Army Pictorial Ser­
vice. T-3 Lester Hedqecock took his place in the unit. Atter a week 
of morion pictute school in Paris, the unit joined the 5 th Armored Division, 
Ninth Army, near Hoensbrack, Holland and moved with the d ivision into 
Bach, Germany for the Roer River crossing. Slevin shot aerial news photo­
graph$ of the action from an L .. S reconnaissance plane and had many of his 
shots radioed to the States. 

Relieved at Ninth Armv bv the 168th Signal Photo Co., CU 124 returned 
to headquarters to reorqanize both equioment and personnel. Sgt. Robert 
Gilmore, T -5 Stanlev Slevin, Pfc. Donald Johnson, and Pfc. Robert Lingren 
forming the new unit. left to join the 4 th Cavalry Group. Du ring a re­
connaissance patro l T· S Slevin was seriously wounded when he was s truck by 
a "Panzerfaust" shell and small arms fire. 

S-Sqt. MacDonald joined another unit. while T-3 Lighrman and T-5 Perrine 
took a uni t out to shoot two more documentaries: "Trier Episode" and 
"Bridgehead on the Rhin!?." 

Leh· Lindg,cn, G1lmo1e, WinJton, Slc·,in, John~n. Right: Johnson, Lindgren 



Calamar, Hopkins, Raddatt 

Combat Unit 125 

The morning of 15 Sepember 1944, Unit 125 left the company head­
quar1ers in Versailles, France and proceeded to Rcnnes, Ninth Army HQ. 
The unit consisted of Tee 3 Donald Calamar, Tee 5 Merle Nicholson, Tee 4 
Charles Hopkins and Tee 5 LeRoy Raddatz with Lt. Kenneth J. Burter­
field in charge, These men had trained, worked and been on the Tennessee 
maneuvers together and were now to be 1estcd for their worth .:it the real 
thing. 

On September 18th the unit proceeded 10 Brest and joined the 2nd 
Division. The city had fallen the day before. Alter a week of helping 
the victors celebrate the capture of Brest. the 2nd was ordered to S1. Vith, 
Belgium. The Division's sector bulged into the Siegfried Line. The 
men of the unit recorded the living conditions at this front with its 
blasted and blackened blockhouses and pillboxes. There, one day Hop· 
kins and Raddntz were driving over a hill when they noticed that all the 
men in the 1ruck in front of then, were scattering in all directions. Soon 
they also heard .1nd saw 88's splattering dround the cold German land­
scape, That was a rough time for awhile, one of many to come Raddatz 
came through with our first combat motion picture, an artillery s-tory 
with shells bouncing off the tops of pillboxes. Lee had a wild time that 
day, ask him the story. 

Since the 2nd was soon transferred to First Army we were transferred 
to the 29th lnlantrv Division, still Ninth Army. The 29th was just East 
of Gi lrath on the German-Dutch border. Though the fighting was light 
during this time, the unit was getting valuable experience in 1he daily 
assignments with the infantrvmen. 

The morning of the 16th of November the Blue and Gray Division 
iumoed off on its push to the Roer River Calamar, LaMond Hopkins and 
Raddatz moved out with the lnfantrv troops and recorded much of the 
.action LaMond ,col.aced Nicholson for 6 weeks. Nick went to the hos­
oital with trench font and soent four weeks trving to get back to the unit, 
In this oush to the Roer, Hopkin~ had a wild dav when the Tank Destroyer 
on which he was riding got shot up and Happy had his camera smashed. 



From Thanksgiving Day unttl the 27th of December the unit lived in 
a stone cellar of a bombed house in Aldenhoven, Germany. 35 days of 
shelling within 1500 yards of the enemy kept us on our toes and jittery at 
times. During this period Lt Butterfield found a wonderlul liquid with 
which to clean lhe aperture plates of the M.P. cameras. He can tell you all 
about 1hat. This front gave great opportunities for good pictures and the 
men sent in a stream of film to London for historical record, newspaper 
and newsreel release. During this period res-t tours were made 10 Maas­
tricht, Brussels and one trip to Paris for a review photographic school. 
Of course the follies Bergere, Opera. and Montmartre shared the Interest 
of the men with school, 

When the great push across the Roe, took place on 23 February, the 
uni t was with ihe first element·s across 1he river, Into J ulich and on the 
Cologne plain, The 29th moved into Munchen-Gladbach where n went 
into a rest period before the Rhine crossing. Tee 5 Richard Kageff and 
Tee 4 Gaylord M, LaMond joined the unit when Raddatz and Hopkins 
returned to the Company al Verdun for a well earned rest. During the 
last moving dnve across the Rhine rhe unit photographed liberated slave 
labor and Allied P.W 's as well as picturing the division's part in the 
mop-up of the German Army. After the Division settled down to a rear 
area pc:>licc job, Calamar and Nicholson rook off in the jeep looking for 
stories. Loaded with 10 in 1 's and K rat tOt\S, film, bed rolls, pistols and 
a mounted 30 cal MG, they toured forward throuAh Hanover, Stendal, 
Magdeburg, along the Elbe River, back acros the Roer-a trip of 850 
miles. Much of the trip wa.s made on the Reich's Autobahn and some 
of it through territory that had not as yet seen Allied trOOpS, This defi­
nitely gave them the nervous stomach feeling and Nicholson rode with 
his finger on the trigger of the MG He's still nervous when he thinks 
abou l ii. 

Shortly afrer the end of the war the 29th mover to Bremen where com• 
mand was assumed of the enc lave extendino from the North Sea to Bremen 
on both sides of the Weser River. Unit 125 made record stories, still and 
movie, of the citv, docks, naval installation and submarine assembly yards 
with 30 unfinished subs. At this location. LaMond and Kageff made a few 
contacrs and LaMond earned the name "Beaucoup". Dick Kagetf can tell 
anything you want to know about LaMond These two men and Nicholson 
made a trip to Denmark to visit the country. Lt. Butterfield and Calamar 
went afterwards but they didnt do so well. 

At the end of May, 1945, the uni t was recalled to the comJ)ilny at Wies• 
baden to prepare to return to the States. During the months spent in the 
field the unit worked hard and turned in its share of work to help make the 
167 a good outfit. 

Lefr: 1..aMond. K-19ttff, N,chol.son Right: Butredleld 



Hunt, Guinn, K:i rc, D:.um, Bibbltl 

Combat Unit 126 
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Unit 126, composed of Lt Howard Babbitt, S-Sgt Donald Hvnt, T-4 
Raymond Daum, T·S Armand Guinn, and T-5 J oseph Kal'r began activities 
in the ITO on Normandy Beach with the 95th Division, Ninth US Army, af• 
ter traveling to Vers.ailles with the Company and back again. In o rder to get 
away from the daily inspections that the 95th wc'IS going through at that time, 
Lt Batritt, Dt1um and Karr took a 1rip up the "Red Ball" to Brussels on the 
pretexr o f photographing its operat ion for 1he Division History, while Hunt 
and Guinn spent the time remodeling the 3-4 ton into a combination hotel, 
office and coffee shop. It was on the way back from this t rip that Ray 
upset the jeep in an unsuccessful attemp to drive a "Limev" black--out con­
voy from the road. No one was injured and the jeep soon learned to expect 
such treatment, 

The next assignment was to XIX Corps and Lt Hope at Heerlen, Holland. 
The five•day trip from Normandy was made with a minimum o f trouble, only 
three days being spent in untangling themselves from the Eiffel Tower and 
the city of sidewalk cafes. It was here that the vnit was d ivided by Ray and 
Joe going to the 29th Division, while Don and Armand spent a couple of 
weeks wi th the 30th. Babbitt spent his t ime commuting between the two 
"detachments" and consoling his proteges who were undergoing their first 
taste of combat and "screaming meanies". After this brief indoctrination oe 
riod at XIX Corps the unit was reassembled again and assigned to the l 02nd 
"Ozark" Division which was just moving into winter quarters at Ubach, Ger• 
many by way of Roebroek, Holland. 

It was on the occasion of the 102nd's first engagement with the enemy 
at Beggendorf, Germany, that Joe and Ray earned a Bronze Star apiece by 
photographing the jump o f-f for the Roer River; Davm collecting an additional 
five points and Pvrple Heart dve to his inability to f'nd a svitable fox hole 
for his Eyemo. 

It was only a couole of weP.ks later, on 1he drive to rake Linnich, that 
Don got tangled vp with an engineer sqvad and strayed beyond the point 
where he could sa fely get back to the bovs. After a night and day of fran­
tically phoning the medics, Babbitt was about resigned to the fact that the 
Unit was a Sergeant short, when in came Hunt with his pockets full of ex• 
posed film and a story o f being oinned down bv snipers. He had also pin• 
pointed several likelv soots for loot whi-:h he and Joe "liberated" several 
days later when things had quieted down, 
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The Uni t wi ll always hold a warm spot in its heart for the Ubach dwell­
ing. A deserted flat on the outskirts of town, it became a storehouse for 
souvenirs, stoves, radios and power plants. Then shortly after the "Bulge" 
had st raightened out, the Unit 10s1 its NCO through "target practice" in 1he 
front parlor. "Sones" was in England before he could say "DuPont 2," 
however', the litt le band struggled on through winter's fury, threats of a Jerry 
attack, and Armand's " Home Magician" course. The Unit left in January 
for the Paris school and il rest, on ly to be i1T11Yu.?diateJy recalled for the Roer 
Crossing, Picking up Dick Kagelf on the way, they reported to the 35th 
Inf Div at Gangelt, Gem,any. Having lost their expert packer, Hunt, they 
found a worthy successor in Joe who darn near got everything in the 3-4 ton 
despite Bunny's heckling. The payoff came when they were forced to call 
upon Unit 12 12 to shunle them to new destinations. 

During the chase after the Roer crossing, the Nazis had taken to their 
heels again, and there were plenty of assignments and thrills. There was the 
time when ° Mauldin" Guinn discovered a Zeiss factory in Vento, Holland, 
only to find that they only made p risms for sights. Herc also, "friendly" 
Dick got involved with the townspeople who very nearly adopted him! 

It was like "Old Home Week" when at XVI Corps several 167th un its 
were called in to cover the all~irnportant Rhine crossing and 10 boost their 
morale, passes were given to Brussels.-ah yes, Brussels. The crossing o f "ol 
man river" was pictured from every angle and 126 was well represented in 
pictures used. J ust as the Allies gained momentum in their cha.se to the 
Elbe, the Unit was ordered back for re-assignment, losing KageH to Unit 125, 
cigars and all. Don rejoined 1hc Unit via the " Repel Depel0 system just in 
time to return with them for another five days a t the Paris "school..., The 
3.4 ton, which had outlived rwo jeeps already, finally gave up the ghost and 
overturned pull ing into Verdun. By the t ime the equipment and men had 
been reconditioned and rounded up, the war had turned into a rat race. The 
Unit traveled over 1000 miles rhrovgh Germany trying to catch up wi th the 
fast dwindling front, finally pinning down Ninth Army at Gurersloh long 
enough to get an assignment wirh the 75th, which had stopped at Plettenburg. 
The following month was spent in the comparntive luxury of a seven•room 
house, the only assignments bei:19 documentary or PRO. One occasion was the 
photographing of Stalag 6 by Joe, Armand, and Don. It was also during this 
period that Daum disappeared to Siegen in Westphalia and was only heard 
from at infrequent intervals when he would send up a mess-age for several 
more thousand feet of film. Armand worked hard and almost broke Bunny's 
perfect record by having every·thing from shutters and motorcycles to ear• 
phones and grenades in various stages of d isrepair at the same time. 

Soon the war ended, the Unit was transferred to the 3rd Armored 
at Darms tadt, but remained hem only long enough to acquire and send home 
more souvenirs before assembling a Wiesbaden for the trip home. 

Leh: Karr, Above !eh: Gu,nn, 0,1um, Hv:nt, Babb,11, K:m. Above ngh1; Gv:.nn, Righi: 
Daum, Below leh: Hllnl. 8elow ,igh1: Bllbb1tt, Hi.mt, Karr, Guinn, 



Elli$, Hawk,ns, Kaizer, Williams 

Combat Unit 128 

Combat Unit 128, comJ)Osed o f Lt. Herbert E. King, $-Sgt. Ellis Yarnell, 
$-Sgt. Bruce Hawkins, T-4 William W illiams, and Pfc. Garland Ellis, left the 
Company at Versailles, Ftance and was assigned to the 26th Inf. Div., Ninth 
Army, 

The first Unil work overseas was a report on the removal of German 
mines. On the day the 26th went into combat, the Unit was recalled to the 
Ninth Army and assigned ro the Second Armored Division. This famous 
hard-hitting division had cracked the Siegfried line near Geilenkirchen, Ger­
many, 

On November 16, 1945, the d ivision jumped off on the drive to the 
Roer. It was a d ifficult and bloody fight and involved 1he loss of many 
tanks and men. The uni1 worked hard and had their share of near-misses. 
Sgt. Yarnell, Unit NCO, became ill and was forced to return ro the company 
for a rest. T-5 Albert Katzer ioined the unit on December 5th in Baesweiler, 
Germany and Sgt. Ha,vkins become Uni t NCO. 

Word of the Ardenncs break .. through came to vs on 16 December. 
Christmas Eve was spent drinking beer outside of Huy, Belgium accompanied 
by the carolling of buzz bombs, one of which nearly oblitetated the unit by 
blowing a window, complete with frame into the party and spilling Hawkins' 
beer and upset-ting Williams. Since the Division had changed Armies, the 
Unit was reassigned to the 84th Inf. Div. near Marche, Belgium. New Year's 
was spent on a crossroad which the enemy was peppering with 88's. 

The 84th d ivision was to drive south into the heart of the bulge and 
make contact wi1·h General Patton's Third Army. Unit 128 stayed with the 
division from the day they started until the day a thir·ly-three man patrol from 
one of the regiments contacted a patrol from the 111h Armored Division, 
Third Army, near Houffalize, Belgium. Unit 128 was represented on the 
patrol by Sgt. Hawkins. 

At Samree, Belgium, having been informed by an officer that the best 
pictures could be 1aken from a near-by gun position, Hawkins and Katzer 
started off in the general direction. While climbing the hill to reach the 
9l1n, a salvo of "screaming rneamies" announced rheir approach. During the 
explosions Hawkins remembers hearing Katier's camera pointed in the gen­
eral d irection of the action. grinding away. During a lull in action the two 
photogs ran toward the gun position and dove into one of the foxholes. After 



find ing o ul 1he gun c rew had no flank support, H prepared to ret ire to a new 
position to run for the town. Kat2el''S classic words to Hawkins wel'e, 
"You s tart, and if you are s till on your feet at fifty yards I'll fo llow." The 
jaunt was made wilhout a mishap. 

At the fin ish of the bulge the unit was called to 1·he company for a rest 
which included a f-ew days ·in Paris, whel'e further "photographic accomplish­
ments 0 were achieved. After Paris the unit was reassigned to the 2nd 
Armored Division, Ninth Army, for the Roer to Rhine push. The climax of 
that exposition was lhe capture of a Cognac facto ry intact by the unit. A 
unit of the 168th Sig. Photo Co., which was taking over Ninth Army, relieved 
Unit 128 from the 2nd Armored. 

Once more a t rip to Paris, then to Third Army with a new member, T--4 
Fred Ebers who was dubbed "PO" Ebers. Ellis was left at company for a 
needed rest. The next assignment was the 65th Inf. Div. which was spear­
heading one of Pat ton's drives across Germany. The principal strategy o f 
this d ivision seemed to be attack wi th Headquarters Comp.lny; if they couldn't 
handle ;1, call the Signal Company; if it was too tough "for them and if you 
could find one, bring up a regiment. 

An episode always to b2 remembered by 1he unii was a sniper hunt in 
Neumarkt, Germany. Uni t 128 decided the pic ture possibi lities were ideal 
and started off with a ri fle squad in sea,ch of snipers . After a short hunt, 
what was thought to be one sniper was located in a house standing in ~he 
m iddle o f the b lock at the far end of town. First a couple of ri fie men ex­
changed shots then a mortar was brought into play, after that al I hell broke, 
loose in our own backyard. It seems, a Jerry self-propelled gun hiding some· 
where down 1he b lock, had opened fire, "PO" Ebers, on an excursion to 
a nearby barn in search of a li tt le soul-warmer, was hurried away by a ri fle 
bullet which cut the door frame. O rders arrived for the squad to withdraw 
and let the artil lery do the job. The withdrawal was made with only the 
loss of W illiams' Graphic, which was recovered rhe next day. 

The famous blue waters of the Danube was crossed by I he Unit during 
Third Army's d rive on the Redoudt retritory. The Unit moved on with the 
65th Inf, Div., taking the important city of Regansbu rg. for three days we 
stayed in Regansburg, which had hard ly been touched by war, then moved 
out on our drive to the city of Linz, Austria. There, with end of the war 
g rowing near, W ill iams and Lt. King met the Russians ln Erlauf aher an all 
n ight d rive bringing us to within 12 miles of Vienna, 

The last days of war were spent d rinking Austrian beer and lounging 
around in our seven room apartment until we we-re recalled to W iesbaden for 
retu rn to 1he sta tes. 



Combat Unit 129 

This is Ha1berstadt, Germany, on May 1st. The war is ended for 
our 8th A rmored Division. So thac means our photo uni t moves out again 
to more action-or maybe a rest. Every night when we ddnk our quota 
of Ooppelk.orn, we work our "suggestion campn ign" on Lt. Gordon Wallace 
to get us o ff on our long-promised school term in Paris. Our non .. com, 
Sgt. Charlie Tesser, needs a rest after raking those eight SS prisoners; 
Sg t. Eliot Finkcls wants to see his s tuff on 1he Roer River crossing; Bitter 
John Perry has some important footage to sec too, on Churchill and 
Eisenhower's visit to the Rhine crossing- but also wants to get Shirley 
that bottle of Schiaperell i; and "Lard-Butr' C.a,men Corrado insisrs he wants 
to visit the museums! 

And we deserve that rest. Our unit's been continually on the go 
since Tennessee maneuvers, where our first unit o ff icer, Lt. Arnold Sam• 
uelson, coached " Black-Roof" W illiam Shapiro and Corrado on shooting 
night crossings of the Cumberland with infra.red bulbs, Staff Sergeant 
LaVerne C. ''Bud" Woods flew around in liaison planes, and Arrowhead 
J ohannes Barthol had us laughing at his corn. We learned a lot on D.S. 
with 1he 6 5th Infantry Division at Camp Shelby, too. 

Just four months later we were the first unit of the company sent 
out into combat, from Versailles near Paris on September 13th. Jack 
Perry was in il then, replacing Joe Barthol. When we started work with 
the Fourth Cavalry, Bud and Ca rmen teamed up to shoot movies and stills 
of 1-hree•jeeped reconnaisance patrols, while Jack and Bill d id some fancy 
shooting of medics removing dead and wounded from a tank under fire 
while on one of their patro1s. We learned how to stay alive from those 
experienced cavalry boys and learned how to trade K•ration biscuits for 
eggs from Skip Duhl, our d rive r from the 165th, Sammy proved quite a 
cook while we we re supplied with beef from cows who "didn't know the 
passMword" . It was while living in that nursery in the Kraut general 's 
home, too, that we found out we had a bridge foursome in rhe unit. 

We next took. up house· keeping in the litt le German valley .. town of 
Monschau . where you see us above d rinking· the medic's liquor- before 
Perry found his cache of Moselle wine. Wi llie shot his Yank cover on 
the hill-top trenches there, wh ile Sgt. Woods and Jack shot their widely 
used story of bolor direct fire on pi ll-boxes of the Sigfried line. 

In those days of October and November, the cavalry didn't know the 
meaning of the word "hold". So we had plenty of patrols to cover, on 
foot and in jeeps into Death Forest. 



Then, just before we went to Aachen for Thanksgiving, "Blackroof" 
was called back to Verdun to shoot brass, while Bud was sent to Eagle Tac 
as movieman to Gen. Bradley, where he later earned his t'ield commission. 
So it was that Charlie and Eliot joined us for the battles in the Hurtgen 
Forests, where Charlie's tirst cornbar shots were made " radio". We spent the 
days in mud, and the nights in our high room, rocking from the 240s and 
Ktaut counter-batte ry there as Schevenhutte. Then, right in the midst 
of rhat mud and mortar exchange and dead·line roads, we received our 
orders 1·0 go to photo school. Ah, Paris! 

We returned to Vicht and the 4th Cavalry Reconnaisanc.e Group in 
r-ime to get glass-splattered by our first enemy aerial bombs and to join the 
look-out for Kraut parachutists in those fi rst nights of the big counter­
attack... Then the sudden dash ro join rhe British in stopping the Germans 
at Ciney. That was a bittet Chrisunas, living in the cold aftic hallway of 
the Chateau, with no mail for four weeks. Then an 88 peppered our 
parked jeep as we rode atop tanks into Humaine. Re lief came in the 
form of another driver, Larry Hoffman, with his fiddle and guitar and 
energy to keep out "portable" stove going during those sub~zero nights at 
Oppagne, Marcouray, and La Roche. It was just .about that rime we came 
closest to death when a bazooka-man was killed just fifteen feet from 
Perry while we were on that snipe r hunt at Beffe, Belgium, where Jack and 
Carmen won tt1eir bron2e stars. And both Eliot and Charlie should have 
gotten the same when they pu lied those wounded from under 88-hi t tanks 
at Berismencl. 

We had a chance to rest at Villars Ste. Gertrud when me Krauts 
abandoned their wrecked tanks-and ours- to high-tail it back to the Roer 
River. That's where we met Mickey Rooney touring the field hospitals 
with a J eep Show. 

Lt. Wallace replaced Sammy just before we went up to N inth Army and 
the 8th Armored Djvision. We felt like old veterans at Linne, Holland, 
the fi rst day of battle with these green maneuver•soldiers. They did later 
become barlle-wise the hard way before we filmed their exploits in the Ruhr 
pocket and in the dash to the Elbe. 

So we were attached to only two outtits- the 4th Cavalry and the 8th 
Armored. But we dragged through mud with the I st Infantry In the Hurtgen 
Forests, laid in ditches wi1h the 83rd clt Gey, took the Autobahn up to Duren 
with the 104th, sniper-hunted with the 75th, and captured Krauts from 
the top of 2nd Armored Shermans. We became like boyhood buddies with 
dough from other outfits, too, in Just one afternoon of action. -

This is it! Wallace got our orders from Atmy at Brunswick to take 
a fif teen day rest, meaning a trip to Paris some 800 miles, back from which 
we started out ten months ago. We came along way together- many miles, 
and many memories. 

lefl: Tesse.,, Cor,.-,do, Rooney, Sam1.1el$00, F1nkcls, Perry, Above: Tesser, Wallace. Finkcls. 
Below: Perry, F7nkels, Tesser, Cortado. 



Combat Unit 1210 

W ith a farewell lesson on how to operate a Coleman Stove from Lt. 
W ;nston, Sgt. W;l liam High, T-4 WilHam St;ckle, T-5 Wi lliam Sanderson, and 
T·S Chades Bundschu, with Lt. Howard Hanson in charge, left the "City o f 
Alleys of Intrigue, u Versailles, on 16 Sept. 1945 for a wild ride across 
France's tattered and scarred lands and arriving at their destination near 
Cherburg, a town called Barneville. The assignment was with the 104th 
" Timberwolf" d ivision commanded by Maj, Gen. Terry Allen, a crack out fit. 

A bout the 18th of Oct. the "Wolves" were off to chase the Krauts out 
of Belgium and Holland, moving in with the Canadian One near Malines, 
Belgium, conveniently near enough to occasionally commute to Brussels, 
whose newly 1;berated people offered the hosp; tality that only liberated people 
can extend to people that have helped them. 

Combat- the word was full of meaning-came .as the cameramen moved 
in with untried infantry, and on the first day everyone le.al'ned more and fell 
better because from then on it was 0 pay load". The unit piled thousands of 
feet of mov;es and plenty of film packs back to Ninth Arn,y. The best 
story of Holland came the hec tic night at Moerdyke, where Bundschu got 
"lost". The infantry w.as fighting out on a point sheltered by a dyke and 
taking a pounding. The light grew dim and High, Stickle, and Sanderson 
were ready to go back with the film1 but evcrytime a search was started for 
Bundschu the Krnuts drove the seekers into holes. After three atl'empts it 
was decided to go back. Full of glum thoughts, the three photogs coaxed 
" Ole Mud and Nuts" over the two-foot thick mud road back to the division 
CP. About i-he time Lt. Hanson was calling the division surgeon, in poped 
Bundschu like a mud-ball, w;th fBm and a big .appetite. 

About 15 November the 104th pulled out for Aachen, Germany. It 
was a wierd t rip through the ghost city and the unit wi ll remember that 
first impression of a huge city reduced to rvbble. A short time later the 
unit was sent to Egyelshoven, Holland, to join the 84th "Railsplitter" division. 
The unit photogr'1phed rhe taking of such towns as Geileokirchen, Prumme,n, 
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Beeck, all small towns on the Roer River. During an infantry attack, San­
derson wound up with fcur seedy looking "PW's" to bring back. A familiar 
sound instinctively d ropped him to the ground, but it was too late for the 
Krauts; a barrage of mortars settled $3nderscn's escorting problem. 

The unit spen~ a few days around Christmas, including Christmas din· 
ner, with the Company at Ve rdun, but soon joined their fi rst comrades, " The 
Timberwolves" in Eschweiler, Germany. During rhe stay with the 104th, one 
of the most tragic things the unit eve r photographed came up. An acci· 
dental bombing of the Division CP by U. S. planes presented the opportunity 
for wide and complete coverage; the unit was al the scene covering a bomber 
crash when the bombs came raining do\vn on the CP. 

On 3 1 Jan. 1945 the unit went to Paris to the school. After• few days 
there, t·he unit re turned ro join the 102nd " O.zark" division, at Uback, Ger­
many. The Division was just about ready to jump the Roer River. On the 
day of the crossing the unit pi led up one of the best records of coverage yet 
done. Sgt. High was photographing the Engineers putting in a bridge, which 
the Jerries resented, but the Engineers were insistent on getting the bridge in 
and Sgt. High was insistent on photographing the putting in, so the result was 
some of the finest films of combat engineers working under fi re ever made. 

With the I 02nd the uni t went all the way to Urdingen on the banks o f 
the Rhine. For the Rhine crossing, the uni t was assigned to the 79rh Infan-
t ry Division. Though it wc1s not·hing like the Roer crossing, towns like Din-
slochen wi II be remembered as places o f tough combat. It was near !'here 
that Stickle got caught between U.S. tank fire and a Jerry mach ine gun with 
a rifle patrol skirt ing the ruins of a bombed out synthetic gasoline plant. That 
night, Stickle was more than glad to get back to the unit. 

After another visit to Brussels and Paris, the unit joined the 84th Divis• 
ion in the race to the Elbe. There lhe unit acquired the 12 cylinder Horst 
custom built au to. There too, the unit witnessed the v.·holesale surrender 
of almost 20,000 Ge rman troops, met the Russians and saw the end of the 
war celebrated by a wild exuberant gang of sold iers. 

High, Stkkle, San<i4'f~n, Bund~chv, H,1nson, 



C.:alv:ino. Simmon)-, M~Co11i>K, Orvmrnond, PRO, Thompson. 

Combat Unit 1211 

Unit 1211 began It's combat operation in the ETO with the Nin th Army, 
at that time in Rcnnes, France. After report ing to the Ninth Army Hq., the 
unit was sent to cover the activities of the 44th Infant ry Division which was 
at Cherbourg. LI. Thomas Daniel, T-3 Victor Calvano, T-3 Harold Thomp­
son T .. 4 Bart Macaspac, and T-4 Aubrey Drummond, J r. formed the 1.1nit . 

The 44th Division was preparing for combat, but since there were so 
many units already engaged and moving, the uni t was reassigned to the 30ih 
Infant ry Division which was at that time in Hc,zogenrc1th, Germany, along the 
Siegfried Line. The first day o f action wi th the 30th, Lt . Daniel, Calvano, 
and Macaspac went with the 1st Platoon, I Co., 3rd Bn., of the 119th Inf. 
Reg., to take the town of Kolschied. Going through the town they ended up at 
Wurselen Here the ac tion slowed down for several days and the division 
was engaged 1n cleanng the area of scattered pockets of resistance. In this 
clearing action, Lt. Daniel was hi t in the leg by mortar fragments. 

Later the division shoved oH for the Rohr River. Lt. Daniel and Drum· 
mond went with the 120 th Infant ry for the town of Euchen During the attack 
and a terrific mortar barrage, b:,th men were wounded. Lt. Daniel was hi1 
in the wrist and Drummond was h it in the upper arm , Both men disregarded 
their wounds and went on raking pictures. Later in 1he dav, however, Orum• 
mond was hit again in the wrist, and was evacua•ed to the 125th Gene ral Hos­
pital in England. 

On the same day Calvano and Thcmpson shoved off with 1he 1171h Infan-
try. It took the Division ten days 10 reach the Rohr River and then they pull-
ed back and were replaced by a cavalry outfit 

During the German counteran ack, the division pulled out to enter the 
"Batl le of the Bulge" The unit went into Malmedy with the division, where 



they were relieved and reported back to Nin1h Armv Hq. and stayed there for 
about a month as headquarters photo9s. T-4 Gaylord laMond joined the 
unit to replace Drummond who was stil I in the hospital. 

From there the unit wet\t to the XVI II Corps to relieve L1. Calvert,s unit. 
then to the 29th Divosion to relieve LI . Butterfield's unit, then to the 102nd 
Division to rellevc Lt Babbi1t's unit so all the units c,..,ul,j h:1·,e a week ~f rest 
and refit-ting. This was accomplished and the unit joined the XVI Corps in 
Siitard, Holland, where prepara'ions wc -e being madr:? for the crossing of the 
Rohr. Calvano, Thompson and M.:icaspac covered the crossing with the 
35th Division. The unit was more or less split U'J for a time, Ma:asoac :.1nd 
Drummond covering XVI Corps ilnd 1he rest o f the unit covering the 35th 
Division and vicc•vetsa. 

After crossing the Rhine, Calvano and Thompson joined the 30th 
Division and followed them across the Rh;neland Macaspac and Drummond 
stayed with Corps and moved lo Oinslakcn and covered the drive northward . 
Corps then nioved to Recklinghousen, and helped clean out the Ruhr oocket 
from the north After the Ruhr pocket collapsed, the unit returned for a 
much needed rest in Paris. Lt. Daniel left the unit and the companv at rha1 
time and became assistant photogrilphic officer for the Fifteenth US Army. 

After the Paris trip, Lt. William R. Simmons joined the unit as off;ccr 
in charge. The unit went to Ninth Army where it was assigned to the 8th 
fnfanrry Division. At that t ime the 8th was in a small town jusl west of 
Uelzen, From there 1he 8th pushed across the Elbe River with lhe British 
Second Army, with whom they were attached at the time. The drive across 
the Elbe was quick and the division was in the city of Schwerin rwo days later 
There the unit covered the mass surrender of the German Armv and the huge 
migration of German civilians into rhe American lines. While in Schwerin, 
Germany surrendered and the unit returned to companv headquarters a short 
t ime later to prepare for the coming boat trip to the United States. 

Leh; C.ilv.ino, Daniel. Cen1er: l.a,\,\Ond. Rlghr: M.11c.1sp.ac, Thompson. 



Sunderbruch, Dowt,ng, Sh~rm.an, Zachary. OavidSOf'I 

Combat Unit 1212 

Unit 12 12 was one ot the first two units to leave the Company and on 
I 4 Septembe r ' 44, leh from Versailles, France, on orders putting them with 
the First US Army. The unit consisted of I st U Richard K. Sunderbruch, 
T-3 Roger H. Zachary, T-4 Victo r V. Sherman, T-5 Ernest D. Dowling, and 
T -5 Delbert E. Davidson. Upon arriving at Fi rst Atmy Headquarters the unit 
was assigned to 1st Infantry Division, and on 16 September 1944, after fi rst 
reporting to VI I Corps, the unit joined 1st Division in the town of Hauset, 
Belgium, The major portion of work was photographing the piercing of the 
Siegfried line and air and OP views of the city of Aachen which was being 
surrounded and subjected to heavy artillery and aerial bombardment. 

On the 8th of October, It Sunderbruch, T-3 Zachary, and T-5 Dowling, 
who were working wi th " L" Co, 26th Regiment, on the reduction of a strong 
point, came under enemy observation and drew mortar and small arms fi re. 
Lt Sunderbruch was wounded, a sniper's bullet going through his neck. Zach­
ary gave firs t aid and assisted Lt Sunderbruch while Dowling gathered up the 
equipment and protected the other two as they made the trio of about 1000 
yards to the vehicle, and then to the Battalion Aid Station. For this achieve• 
ment, Zachary and Dowling received the Bronze Star Medal. 

Lt. Kenneth L. Young came in at this time to take over the unit while the 
1st Division finished the job of taking Aachen, After the fall of Aachen, 
the unit was relieved from the 1st Division and on the 23rd of October, 
ioined the 8th Infant ry Division at Wiltz, Luxembourg. At th is time, Sher­
man and Davidson left the unit to cover the 83rd Division. They lived i-, Lux~ 
embourg Ci ty and covered this area by themselves for about two weeks before 
returning to the uni t. On the 12th of November Lt Sunderbruch rerurn~d 
after the usual tour of hospitals. 

On the 19th of November, 12 I 2 moved with the 8th Infantry Division 
to a new CP at Rott, Germany, to relieve the 28th Infantry Division in the 
Hurtgen Area. The 8th immediatelv launched attacks uoon the well defend• 
ed German positions in the Hurtgen Forest. These attacks resulted in some 
of the bitterest fighting in the war, Ten days later, the town of Hurtgen 
wa.s taken and the Zachary. Dowlino team with Lt Sunde .. bruch entered with 
the infantry and tanks. After four hours in the town only three pictures had 
been made because of the intensity (lf encmv fire. 



About t-his time. orders came lhrough relieving the uni l for a rest in 
Paris. The six days In Pal'is had the desired effect on the unit which was 
becoming a bit "nervous in rhe service/' and they again joined the 8th Di• 
vision in the Hurtgen Area, The German breakthrough occurred before .:in. 
o ther attack could be lauru:hed and the 8th moved back to the town of Zwci­
fall, Germany, to hold the north shoulder of the bulge. 

After the Bau le of the Bulge, the unit was sent back to Paris for another 
school session. The day school started. 1he unit was hurriedly recalled to 
Ninth Army to be attached to the 30th Inf Div which was at lnden, Germany, 
poised for an attack across rhe Rcer Rier. The unit joined the division on 
9 February, 1945, and the anack was to toke place tn two davs, but the Ger­
mans opened the sluice gates on the Re-er River d~ms and the rise in water 
level caused a two•week delay in rhe crossing. The attack was launched 
al 0330 on the 23rd of Febrvarv after a 45•minute artillerv oreparation. 
Zacharv and Dowling covered the crossing wi th Sherma"l and Davidson cross• 
ing with the troops. Excellent coverage was cb~aln~d. Davidson received 
the Bronze Star for his coverage and the o'into work f~r the whole opcr.nion 
was rated suoenor in a teleg ram frcm SHAEF. 

With rhe pressure kept on, at the end of five davs 1he division reached 
irs objective and was sent back to Echt. Holland. tl"J start lr:tining for the 
Rhine crossing, The assault rros!-ing of the Rhine was m::"Jde near Me~el, 
•• 0230 on the 24th of March 45, alter 90 minutes artillery preparation This 
was the larqest river crossing ever made and ranked with Sl"'me of the major 
beach landings During the ooeration. Zacharv and Oowlino evacuated an 
Infantry platoon leader who had been badlv W('lunded i11 a c"unter•attack. 

On the fifth day of the operat ion the unir was relieved and returned to 
the Companv Headquarters for a two.week oeriod or refitting and rest. The 
unit was then attached to the 29th lnfantrv Division which was cleaning up 
after the armor had dashed t"' rhe ElbP Riv~.,. ne"r Oallenbero. Germany. 
After a raoid advance and clean uo to the Elbe. the unit was pulled away 
from the 29th and sen, with the XVI 11 Corps (A-Bl for an operation wi th 
the Britjsh Second Army near Luneberg 

The Corps crossed 1hc Elbe on I Ma•, 45, pushino north 10 the Baltic 
Sea. Sherman and Davidson work~d with other units in the division while 
Zachary and Dowling jl'ined 1he British 6th A-B Division which oushed to 
Wi1;mar on 1he Baltic where the meeting of the Russians and of Field Mar~ 
shals Montoomery and Rossokovskv was photographed. A few days later 
<-"me the nfficial announcement of VE Dav. The unit staved wi•h 1'ie XVI 11 
Cores (A-B) until on 22 of Mav 45 the Corps moved out and the unil left to 
return to Comoanv Headquarters where thev were alerted and beqan to pack 
equipment in oreparation for the trir, back tr, the States, T.4 Sherman and 
LI Sunderbtvch wer~ later awarded Bronze Stars for their consistently good 
coverage during the "Battle of the Bulge." 

Leh: 8110 Gen Doran, F..,rre!II, SundcrbNch, Zachll,Y, Dowling. Ins.I: $h1mnan. Cen1e,: 
Zac:h.a,y, Oowlong, Sunderbruch, Right. Davidson, 



Kaslugo, Mvlhi:mey, 8owns, Meihle, Gr-ay. 

Combat Unit 1214 

On 6 October 45 CU 12 14 composed of Lt James S. $owns, Sgt Joseph 
N. Gray, Sgt Edward Ellis of the 3264 Signal Se rvice Sn, T-4 Albert J . Kaslugu, 
and T-4 James A. Mu lhaney were escorted by Capt. Farrell and P fc Koop to 
the Bfittany province o f France, where this unit was attached to the 94th In­
fantry Division. 

The French Atlantic ports of St, Nazaire and Lorient with their modern 
submarine pens were protected by the best anti-aircraft, heavy shore de­
fenses and personnel that the German high command could furnish and was 
still in enemy hands. Their est imated strength was between sixtv and one 
hundred thousand t roops. The quick thrusts toward Germany left these 
ports of no s trategic value to the All ies but they were well fortified and fur• 
ther loss of our troops and materiel was unwarranted. It was therefore 
decided to hold the enemy to this restricted area. 

The front lines of this sector extended for approximately 350 aid ine 
miles, this entire area being held by one American Division, the 94th. There 
wer·e no big advances of our armies in this sector, in fac t, the whole situation 
was committed to patrols which were always active with clashes that were fre­
quent and sharp. Battery and counter-battery fire was also curtailed due to 
the shortape of "ammo" on the advancing fronts. The Jerry d id most of the 
shelling, The distances covered aoing to and from assignments were nee· 
essa ri ly great. 100 mi les Der vehicle per dav beinp the average, thus making 
this one o f the most traveled units in the 167th. We almost wore a rut be· 
tween Chateaubrianl, Division Headquartets, Paris, and Verdun. 

In November of '44 Sgt Ell is was ttansferred to an assionment in Paris 
and was replaced by T -4 George M iehle, making it an all 167 Unit. 

Memories that will lil"lger with us longest .. . 
Lt Bowns wi th his "Thesaurus" at his side batting out an 8 or IO page 

lette r to the Missus, keeping Mulhaney awake with the tvpewriter's clatter. 
Then. il"I liohter moments, his deadlv ac:curacv with the knife. 

Edward Ellis, after keepina the o ther occ:uoants of the room awake until 
the "weP." hours, would wake uo in the morning to say, " I d idn't sleep a wink 
last night." 



Joe Gray's panorama shots with his trusty 35mm, and the frequent dis• 
cussions as to the merit o f the "apple polishing" he did with same. He was 
also our unit doctor, s traightening out kinks in our backs and ridding us of 
headaches. 

George Miehle, the happy boy of lhe unit, could take a lo t of ribbing 
and dish it out too. We will always remember his firs1 night in Chateau• 
briant when he got himself good and st-inko. We have never seen him that 
way s ince. 

Al Kasluga, a product of Chicago, took particulc1r delight in visiting 
rural areas. He was also a nodding acquaintance o f many French organists 
whom he visited frequently. Many a congregation was d.elighted by the ap­
pearance of a guest o rganist in the uni form o f the American Army. 

Jimmy Mulhaney's Irish tenor cheerfully piercing the quiet night ai r 
of this li ttle French village with " I Need Lcvin.11 His abilitv for dressing a 
dee, and 1-he venison steaks he p,epared for us afterwards wi ll always remain 
in 1·he ,ealm of the supedative. 

On April 6 th, we were recalled to the Company at Verdun. The re was 
a quick assignment with the Sound Unit to Luxembourg for the return of the 
Duchess, and then a quicker tdp back to St Nazaire secto, again. To recover 
from this work, we spent a few days in Paris. 

LeRoy Raddatz was then put in the unit in place of Sg t Gray. On this 
a$Signment we went to the Ninth A,my's 18th Ai(borne Co,ps from which we 
were attached to the 7th Armo,ed Division in their drive ac(OSS rhe Elbe. We 
were working in close operations with lhe British Second Army. I t was 
during this time that the 7 th Armored niade thei r contact with the Russians 
north of Berl in. 

The team of Raddatz. and Mulhaney was an unbeatable combination in 
both work and play. There wasn't a thing you wanted that these two couldn't 
find. 

VE Day found us in the town of Klutz just four miles from the Baltic. 
These few happv davs that followed will also be remembered with vividness. 
Our first swirnm inq partv in the Baltic. some of the fine deer hunts we had 
in the nearbv forests, .ind more of Mulhanev's artistry with venison s teaks. 

We made one more move on the 10th of Mav with 7th Armored to 
Delitzsch in the vicinitv of Leipzig, and from there we went on our last trek 
in the ITO as a unit to W iesbaden, where we renewed old acqu.-=iintances and 
made new ones. 

Joe Gr:iy ln ->Clion. 

r 
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Richardson, Eyerman. 

Newsreel Unit 1 

In addition to our twelve combat units, there were two Newsreel unirs 
in the company that were equipped with heavy studio-type cameras and equip­
ment wh ich fitted them for the filming of production stories. 

One of these, Newsreel Unit No. I, was the first unit in the company 
to be given an assignment when we hit the E. T. 0 . The unit was ordered 
to make a complete motion picture of the activities of the Army's G-2 Section, 
and its specialist teams in the field. 

After loading up their Mitchell, Eyemo Graphics, Leicas, floodlights and 
comic books, Lt. Paul "Eager Beaver" Brillman, T-3 Lester Hedgecock, Sgt, 
Phil Richardson, T-4 Eddie Urban, and T-4 J , M. Heslop left Versailles, 
France, on 17 September, 1944. 

The shooting of this documentary fi Im took the unit al I the way across 
France and in to the Alsace-Lorraine sector. The script was written to include 
such G-2 specialists teams as: Military Intelligence Interpreters, whose job it 
was to investigate civil ians in newly captured towns; In terrogators of Prisoners 
o f War (known as IPW teams), whose duty was to screen all prisoners; and 
Photo Intell igence, a group that supplied advance information to the Armies. 
The work o f these and other specialist teams were fi lmed to show the steps 
leading up to the defeat of the fortress Metz, 

The motion picture cameramen used borh the Mitchell and Eyemo cam• 
eras, depending upon the condit ions under which rhey were working. Heslop, 
the st ill man, made production shots for the film as well as snatching "scoop" 
stories that happened in the vicinity where the unit was shooting . 

After more than two months of steadv 'grinding" 1he fi lm was completed 
with 12,500 feet of film "in the can", and over 300 still negatives on file. The 
fi lm completed, the cameramen folded their eouioment and retu rned to com~ 
pany headquarters at Verdun, France on November 2 1, 1944. 

The Newsreel units were o rio inall" to have been equipped with Wall 
Sound Cameras, but it wasn't until the G-2 storv had been completed that the 
camera finallv arrived from Paris. It was in verv bad condition-full of sand. 
and with the intermi ttent so badly snafued that it presented quite a challenge 
to Camera Repair. 
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After weeks of repair work had been completed, the camera was ready 
fo r its first pr.:ictical test . The unit w:is assigned to shoot sound coverage 
of 1he awa,d;ng of the F,ench Leg;on of Hono, medal to Generals Bradley, 
Patton, Simpson, Doolittle and Gerow. The place was Namur, Belgium, and 
the operating crew included "Uncle Geo,ge" Eyerman as cameraman, "Uncle 
Phil" Richardson recording the sound, and several other boys filling in with 
auxil iary cameras. 

The crew sweated and prayed but the critique came back marked: "ex~ 
eel lent" for both sound and coveraQe. "Uncle Les" Hedgecock rejoined the 
uni t for the assignments that followed. From that time on, the three "Uncles" 
formed the nucleus of the Wall unit, adding Eyemo and s1ill men as the jobs 
demanded. 

The next assignment was to shoot the return of the Grand Duchess of 
Luxembourg to her t iny country. On this sto ry, T~4 Kasluga was soundman, 
while Ph;! operated the camera. Eyerman shol an Eyemo, ass;sted by Pfc. 
Garland El lis. " Nails" Harrison was the still man, and Lt. "Out of" Bowns 
was the unit officer. 

A humorous incident occurred which neithcl' the uni t nor the citizens of 
Luxembourg will soon forget. The an,cious populace crowded the streets 
waiting for the appearance of its beloved ruler. The guard of honor was in 
position- the band had al'ived- the crowd was t~nse. Nervous o fficials con-­
fcured, glanced at their watches, glanced at the sky, conferred. 

Suddenly, there was the shrill sound of a siren approaching. This was 
it! A jeep careened into view, the band started lhc national anthem, the 
guard snapped to present al'mS, the crowd let out a roar. There was a flash 
of a red head, and a Speed Graphic held high. LL Bowns and "Nails" had 
roared in a gc.::;d twenty m inutes before the Duchess. The 167th had 
"scooped" again! 

Another important story covered was the raising of the American flag 
at Ehrenbreitstien on the Rhine river. General Bradley was the speaker that 
day, as he was late r en for v . £ Day. It was always a pleasure to work with 
"The Old Man." 

Thus, Newsreel Unit No. 1 completed its assigned mission in the E. T. 0 . 
and returned with the rest of the company to the welcoming shores of the 
U. S. A. 

Leh: H~dge<ock. Right: Eyerman, Richardson, He-dgecock.. Gen. B,-,dley. 
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Newsreel Unit 2 

Newsreel Unil No. 2 was the second of two units that had been set up 
specifically to shoot production using heavy camera eq1.1ipment, 

It was a short time after the company arrived at Verdun, 1hat Lt. Yeung, 
Sgt, George Eyerman, T-4's George Miehle and Joe Barthol, and T-S's Don 
Pertine and Jack O'Brien, set off for Luxembourg to shoot a detailed story 
of pole-line construction , 

This s tory proved to be a very pleasant one to work on. The personnel 
who took part were very co-operative and soon became quite proficient actors 
in front ot the camera. The unit I ived at a chateau which was owned by a 
Baron who was quite a character. They visited nearby villages and cities, 
making the acquaintance of some very interesting people. with the aid of Joe 
Barthol as interpreter. 

Whe.n the pole ... line story was completed, the unit re turned to headquar­
ters to await a new assignment. It was later leamed that the footage- they 
shot was used by the War Department as a training film on pole-line construc­
tion. It was rumored that release of the fi lm was he-Id up until l'he training 
manual could be changed to conform to it. 

The next assignment turned out to be a story on a group of WACs living 
in the field. The old battle fields around Verdun were chosen as the locale, 
and each mornin9 the crew would jaunt out there and set up pup tents for 
"Dale", "Jane", " Frances", and the other photogenic WACs who had been 
selected to work in the picture. 

Joe Bar1 hol set up 1he laroe ,Vtitchell camera. Perrine and Eyerman 
went round and round before filminq each scene. Staff Garrett took the 
stills; and a generally good time was had by all. When noontime rolled 
around, the c rew wruld break for lunch and share "K Ration Filet M!gnon" 
with the WAC's. These short spells of social get-together helped to make 
the as.siqnmer, t enjoyable. 

When the storv was finished, it was sent back to London for cutting, and 
ended up as .an orientation film to be shown to fledgling WACs at Fort Des 
Moines. The unit was dissolved shortly afterward due to the need for re• 
placements in other units. 

Ga rrett went to Eaqle Rear; Barthol did some imoortant work at headquar• 
ters Perrine replaced Sgt. Coogan in Unit 124 and Everman joined Newsreel 
Uni t No. l. 

' 



Headquarters Unit 
Back at Verdun, at the rear echelon ot 12,h Army Group, the war 

went on The 167th was fighting off 1he brass hats, the brass hals were 
fighting o ff each o~her, a hew and cry arose over i-he subjecr o f " to dub 
or no t to dub" one's shoes. It was rough. 

In the m idst of all this chaos 1he,e was at least one unruffled soul : 
StaHord E. Gaffett, known to his intimates as " Dinner Jacket". Gal'rett 
was the busiest man at 12th Army Group. Now you saw him, now you 
didn't. He was everywhere at once. H e was a ver'irab le dynamo <tf 
activity: a busy bee. 

Garrett's job was headuarters photographer a job which called for 
a maximum of what is known in more refined circles as "diplomacy". 
He was the boy who soothed the colic of choleric colonels. He was the lad 
who coyly sa id, "General, I lhink your pinks a l'e youthful." 

We owe a lot to Garrett. If it had not been to r him, we would have 
been combing brass hats out ot our hair night and day, but in his own 
winning way he ca joled them with his camera, lu red them with his lights, 
soot·hed them with snapsho1s, and kept them the hell out of the way. 

And in addi tion to this, he was 1he best " house mother" 1-hc camera· 
men eve r had. It was Garrett who made their room a little home away 
from home. Photogs writhing in the field though1 , nor of home and 
mother, but of Gatret t's little nest of hospitality back at headquarters. 

Gnrrett was joined by " Willie" Shapiro, who had come in from the 
field to see if he could stop vibraring. Between the two of them they 
photographed all the awards at Eagle Rear. Anyone winning a Bronze 
Star, Silver Star, Legion of Me rit, o r what-have-you, got the Garrett­
Shapiro glamour trcatmcn1 ro boor. Shapiro was1 in addition our little 
spy in the photo office. Each day he would give us a resume of all the 
jokes Capt. Jack. Warner had cracked the day before. 

During the course of these labors, Garrett took t ime off to shoot 
stills on a WAC sto ry which the newsreel unit was filming. His heart, 
he said, was definitely in his work. Meanwhile, Shapiro shuttled back 
and forth on a number of assignments, the most exciting of which was 
an order to shoot a "secret" Nazi prison for political prisoners It was 
hidden away in a series of catacombs honeycombing the ancient city wall 
around Verdun. 

Later, Garrett and Shapi ro took off for two weeks of intensified color 
training in Paris. Shapi ro then joined a production unit, while Garrett 
went on to Luxembourg City to do color shots of General Bradley,. one of 
which proudly g raced the cover of Collier's Weekly. 

Leh: G.lr'fet1. Right: Sh~puo, 
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C-G Linit 
The assignment to make publicity and War Dept, record pictures of a 

man who shunned publicity and in his quiet unassuming manner could no t 
understand why an army phographer had been assigned to him fell to T-3 
"Nate" Cut ler, when he was given the job of photographing the act ivi ties of 
General Omar N. Bradley. When the need for newsreel coverage became 
evident, S-Sgt. " Bud" Woods was called in from Unit 129. After three 
months of combat· duty he was very happy to join " Nate'' in the " more quiet" 
Ii fe of photographing the travels of the 12th Army Group boss. 

The team of Woods and Cut ler accomp.,nied General Bradley on nearly all 
of his t rips, traveling ei1-her in the general"s private plane, the " Mary Q", by 
limousine, o r bouncing jeep. During their numerous trips to various head~ 
quarters, they were to see thru their view finders practically every man who 
will go down in history books as famolls m ilitary leaders of the war against 
Germany. 

When the German Ardennes "Bulge" cut communications with Brad­
ley's Third Army and his Fifth and Ninth Arm ies, he moved his headquarters 
from Luxembourg City to Namur, and there Woods and Cutler lived up on 
the hill in the "Chateav" in a manner they would like ro become accustomed 
to. A thrill ing trip made by the two photogs came when General Bradley 
met with General Eisenhower, Patton and Hodges at an airfield beside the 
Rhine. It was there that " Ike" gave the go-ahead to Bradley's strategy fo r 
the general Rhine crossing assault. Later, Ike and Bradley crossed over 
in to tl-)e Remagan brideghead area for an 11 day tour. 

When the armies began to race east of the Rhine, Bradley moved his 
headquarters back thn,1 Luxembou rg over to Wiesbaden, Germany. Here, 
Wocds, receiving a direct commission as 2d. Lieutenant had the honor of hav­
ing General Bradley pin on the gold b3's. In addition Bradley signed Wood's 
honorable d ischarge as an enlisted man. 

One of the highlights of their entire job was the t rip with Bradley to 
meet the Russians at T orgau. Marshall Koniev threw a party that will be long 
remembered. General Bradley reciprocated when Marshall Koniev returned 
the visit to Brad ley's Bad Wildungen headquarters shortly afte r V-E day. 

Both phot'ogs consider it a g reat honor to have been able to work with 
such a fine man and a great general as Bradl ey . 

' 
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P and PW Unit 

One o the firs t special units to leave the company was the two--man 
combo made up of T-3 Charley Love and T-4 Warren K;ng. They reported 
to Captain Jack Warner at 12th Army Group Main Headquarters at Vetdun, 
France, and their assignment was to work closely with the Publicity and 
Psychological Warfare section, whose picture chief was Lt. Col. Bertram 
Ka lisch. 

Previously, the boys had gained wide release for their pictures showing 
the surrender of 20,000 Nazis near Beaugency, France. It was one of the 
first mass surrenders, and an important event. 

Their job at Eagle M ain was to cover visiting celebrities like Bing Crosby 
and Marlene Dietrich. They traveled with the U. S. Army band when 
it arrived on the continent to entertain t roops. They also shot pictures of 
visiting generals and d ignitaries, o r record pictures of d isplaced persons and 
newly !;berated people. 

Thei r biggest assignment was a complete picture story, movie and still, 
on the Propaganda and Psychological Warfare section. King shot stills of 
all the various departments and heads of departments, while Love did stories 
on propaganda leaflets psychological warfare, and Radio Luxembourg (the 
most powerful transmitter in Europe) which had been taken over by Ameri­
can forces. 

After the Luxembourg story, King was sent back to Verdun, where he 
was assigned to travel with a congressional p.lrty that included Cong ressmen 
Sheddan Downey and Clare Booth Luce. 

During the "Battle of the Bulge," the hoys were sent out with counter­
intelligence teams, going into towns with the Infantry and covering the in· 
terrogation of German civil ians and prisoners. 

This unit probably photographed more celebrities than any other unit 
in the field. Besides those already meni-ioned they snapped: Generals 
Marshall, Bradley, Patton, Eisenhower, Hodges, and Simpson; Field Marshal 
Montgomery; the Commander in Chief of the Norwegian Army; and enter• 
ta iners Bert Wheeler and Lou Costello. 

The uni t was diso lved in February, 1945, and became part of Combar 
Un;t 122 under Lt. Paul Calvert. 

Love, King 



Fllll'l'\Ore, Cosgrove, Sydlosky, Wes.con 

Identification Unit 1 

Identification Unit No, 1 was originally formed while the company 
was on maneuvers deep in rhe mud of Tennessee, lo these many years 
ago. Its prime mission was to photograph large g,oups of people for 
identification purposes. 

Drawing its personnel from the- staff of the Base Laboratory, the unit 
made use of portable, tho h ighly efficient, c.1mera equipment especially 
designed for ;he job. 80th camera and lighting apparatus folded up com· 
pactly into a couple of cases. 

Wi1·h a mutine carefully wo,ked out to cor,cspond to this type of 
equipment, a c rew of four men could photograph hundreds of men per 
hour. 

Transfers and assignment changes during the training period caused 
quite a few shifts in the pe,sonnef of the unit, bu t by the t ime the 
company was ready to go overseas, ID Unit No. 1, consisted of T. 4 Wescott, 
T-5 Cosg,ovc, T-5 Fillmo,e, and Pfc. Sydlosky. 

Overseas the unit was assigned a number of va,ied jobs having to 
do with the identification of large units, They "mugged" most of the 
high b,ass of l 2ih A,my Group from Gencrnl B,adley on down. These 
photographs were Printed on officers' AGO cards. 



Of a slightly different character, but equal ly important, was the photo­
grnphing of thousands of German political prisoners in different areas just 
behind the lines. A further sefVice was the photographing of civilian 
personnel hired by the all ied forces. 

The unit received its "Baptism o f Fire" during the furious A rdennes 
counter-offensive. It was their first trip away from the company and 
they bravely sallied forth t·oward the front only 10 be chased out of 
Belgium by the rampaging Germans. The unit saved its pride by going 
back like MacArthur, to finish the job at a later date. Of the many 
assignments the uni t had, perhaps the most exciting were the days i t spent 
with the 8 th Division. 

The work of the unit took its members to all sectors of the 12th Army 
Group area. When not active ly engaged in identification \York the boys 
pitched in back at company headquarters and lent a hand where needed 
Wescott and Fillmol'e helped o u1 the Lab., while Cosgrove, a mol"e adven­
turous type, expressed his ca refree spirit by barreling a 2 ½ ton truck 
all over Frnnce. Syd losky. the one indispensable man, was all over 1·he 
place at once doing a man-size job and becoming a kind of legend. 

When, dul'ing l'ush pe,iods, the unit needed extra help, this was drawn 
from the Lab crew. After V-E day, ID Unit No. I set up a complete 35mm 
lab and processed all the miniature: fi lm that came into the company. 

, 

Leh: ldentthc.ition Unh No, I ,n work. Right: Sydlosky, Cosgrove, 
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Picc:i:ynski, Ne$0ffl, Gw,n, Wi$m:m. 

Identification Unit 2 

Identification unit No, 2, consisting of L. D. Gwin, John Nesom, Norb 
Piec2ynski, and Harold Wisman, was organized at Camp Crowder, Missouri, 
in May 1944 

After specialist training in rhe States, the unit, along with the entire 
167th shipped overseas on the British line, Mauretania. Equipment and 
supplies were checked upon arrival in England, but no identification work 
was done. 

When the company left England for France, the unit w,;1s split up for 
the firs t time. Larry Gwin and Hal Wisman went with the motor convoy, 
while Johnny Nesom ;ind Norb Piecyz.nski traveled by train to Southampton 

In Versai lles, France, the unit was reunited, and moved on 10 12th 
Army Group Headquarters at Verdun. There the unit unpacked its equip­
ment and started operations. The boys set up a private lab to do their finish~ 
ing where quite a number of officers' AGO cards and our own company's 
photo passes were made. 

A short time later the unit received its first travel ing assignment and was 
sent to Luxcmb::iurg City, Luxembourg to make photo passes for civil ians who 
were working for the army While still in Luxembourg, an urgent call was 
received from the company to ,cturn immediately. Another assignment was 
waiting. 
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This one proved to be permanent. The unit was assigned to Ninth Army. 
They joined Combat Lab "B" at thal headquarters in Maastricht, Holland, 
late in October. 

Here in Maastricht the unit worked in conjunction with the combat lab, 
supplementing the lab personnel as well as doing their identification work. 
They worked ou t of Ninth Army, going wherever they were called on assign ­
ment. Many trips were made to the 104th, 102nd, and 78th Divisions as 
well as to many medica l collection points. In addition, at least one and some­
times two days a week were set aside for identification work at Conquer 
headquarters, 

Norb Pieczynski did the bulk o f the actual shooting as well as the p roc­
essing of the negatives. He was assisted by Martin Doan and Bernard Simonds, 
members of the Conquer lab. 

Close to two thousand pictures were shot, and each required at leas1 two 
prints. 

During the time that the N inl·h Army was under the command o f Field 
Marsha l Bernard L. Montgornery, the unit also worked with the British 2nd 
Army. Identification pictures we,e made of many British officers, including 
General Montgomery himself. Power failures and generally low current made 
much of the identi fication wor'k extremely difficult. 

In March, 1945, the 168th Signal Photo Co. arrived to take over the 
l67th's job with Ninth Army. Late in that same month Identification Unit 
No. 2 returned to Verdun to rejoin the company at 12th Army Group head• 
quartets. Its field job was finished. From there on in its work was with the 
company. 

Leh : Piectynskl. Inset: Gwni. Cer1uit: Wis~n. Right; Nci;om • 
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Ooir(,)n, Adams, Hilu. Reed, 81.1:ker. 

Base Laboratory 

In a photographic outfit, the proof of the picture is fn the "soup". It 
is in the laboratory that a photographer's dream comes alive on film. It's 
a mysterious sort of place, a world of paper and chemicals, time and tempera• 
ture, negative and prints. 

Our base laboratory performed its first company m ission in the Tenn• 
essee maneuver a rea between February 26th and April 4th, 1944. Taking over 
from Combat Unit No. 1 which had preceeded the company to t-he area, the 
boys set up a complete lab in the cramped basement rooms of Maneuver Di ­
rector Headquarters. 'Working three shifts around the clock, the boys turned 
out a huge volume of work and kept pace with our photogs in the field. 

Back at Crowder, the boys set up a company lab which operated efficient­
ly under the leadership of Lt. Kenneth E. Adams and M•Sgt. Eugene Von Oder, 
The ranks o t lab personnel were boosted by the arrival ot the fillers and la ter 
the boys from ASTP. Under the direction o t crew chiefs Blake,, Doiron, 
Kramer, Ouzer and Larsen, these men soon became capable lab technicians. 

The next step was preparation for overseas movement. Equipment was 
packed. The lab boys pitched in with the packing detail to make sure that 
all the machinery was safely packed for the long vovage. 

Our departure from Crowdet was, of course, " top secret", notwithstand­
ing the fact that the Second Army band, and practicallv the whole camp was 
on hand to give us a blaring send-off, At Camp Shanks, New York, the boys 
had a couple of nights off to do the "big town" and bid a rousing farewell 
to the U S. A. 

The trip across was uneventful, except for "Sick Bay" Arrington who 
felt evety ripple of the ocean-and showed it. 



.. 
At the time of embarkation, the lab's personnel included: Lt. Adams, 

M-Sgt. Von Oder, T-3's Blaker, Doiron, Kramer Larson, and Baker; T .. 4's 
Hil tz, Nottleman, Ouzer, Jones and Turner; T-S's Farr, Ligler, Reed, Torrez, 
Hofer, Joie, Lindgren, Miller, Schaufelberge, . Lightcap, Doan and McColley. 
Slated fo r the Combat Lab were: Pry•byla, Nichols, Simonds, Hogsett (M. C.J, 
Hogsett (W.W.), Arrington, Charles, and Tarallo. 

There followed a brief, lazy, .and quietly wonderful interlude at Mobber­
ley, England. There in the green restfulness of the Cheshire countryside, 
the lab boys developed Quite a fondness fo r "arf 'n' ad". It was there, too, 
that they got to know lhe R. A. F. g irls in the nearby town of Wi lmslow. 

At last, o rders came through to cross the channel. The Lab Platoon 
formed the bulk of 1he " marching party", wh ile the rest of the country travel­
ed to France with rhe vehicles, equipment, supplies and baggage. 

Not many of the Lab ooys will forget the "forced march" from 1he 
marshallinp area to the Southampton docks, the vphill climb at Omaha Beach 
to T tansit Atea No. 2, or the long ride in open trucks through the rain to Ver­
sailles, France. Here the Combat Lab left the company to provide processing 
facilities for lhe Ninth (then "Secret") Armv. 

The remainder of the platoon, comprising 1he Base Lab. continued on 
to Verdun1 France. where an efficient lab was se1 up in a former German mess 
kitchen. Socn, th is photo facto ry was turning out a huge volume of work. 
Officia ls figures show that the Base lab averaged 2,000 films and 20,000 
ptints processed per month. 

At times. the I.ab bovs took up cameras and fi lled in with the field units. 
In January Blaker and Baker jaunted to the headquarters of the fi rst and 
Ninth Armies to make official War Department p0rtraits of all general officers 
in those commands. Ouzer was entrusted 1he iob of shooting the top-secret 
tactical war maos of 12th Army Group duting irs par1'icipation in four major 
Eurooean campaigns. 

Later, when the company moved to Wiesbaden, the Lab took over a pala­
tial villa and set up a swank establishment complete with processing rooms, 
portrait s tudio, living quarters, and a tefriqerator to keep the champagne cool. 

Finallv, the Iona vovaqe home, and aoain during the course of a hurri• 
cane~tossed voyage, "Sick4 bav" Atrington keot the medics more than busv. 
to Fort Benninq, Georgia. Her'e another lab was set up. and .as this book 
went to press the ever-faithful Lab crew was busily at work turning out the 
pictures that grace its pages. 

Baker, ligler, Hofer 



Combat Laboratory ''B'' 

On September 17, 1944, a small group of enlisted men left Versailles, 
France, to form a laboratory for lhe then secret Ninth Army. M-Sgt. Eugene 
Von Oder was in charge of 1he crew that included Maynard Hogsett, Warren 
Hogsett, Charles Ligntcap, Walter Pryzbyla, Martin Doan, Glen McColley and 
Bernard Simonds. 

They joined Ninth Army at Rennes a few days later and a make•shift 
lab was soon put into operation. Regardless of difficulties, production was 
neavy and the quali ty of the work was highly commended. 

After conclusion o f the Brest Campaign, the Lab moved with Ninth 
Armv to Arion, Belgium, whe re they were to remain for but a few days. The 
new headquarters was established in newly liberated Maastricht, Holland. The 
crew was kept increasingly busy, the work being tactica l to a g reat extent. 
Soon they were joined by Identification Uni t No. 2 comprised of T-4 Larry 
Gwin, Cpl. John Nesom, Pfc, Norb Pieczynski, and T-5 Harold Wisman. 
These men ac ted as supplement to the Lab personnel as well as doing ldenti· 
fication work for Conquer, At this t ime many photographs were being taken 
daily of Inc static Rocr River front and all of tnese were finished by the Lab 
and rushed back to Division Headquarters for detailed study. The phoros 
proved invnluable for the planning of the Roer crossing. In addition to these 
G•2, G-3, and Situation maps, Air liaison maps were also being taken and 
finished dai ly. These sections received hourly service. 

During the Battle of the Bulge, all of Ninth Army went under the ccm~ 
mand of Field Marshal Montgomery. At that t ime tne Lab did work for the 
Brit ish as well as the Amefican armies. 

I.ch; St,-ind1noi Ughtc;.ap, Wither, Hog11c:1t, M . C,, Wisman, Simmonds, P,ya:bylo, McColley, 
Do:in Kneeltn9; Hog-sen, W . W., Nesom, Gwln, Pieczynski, lohm,Uci,, Linger. R,ght; Vol'\ Odet 
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Leh: Pry.tbyla. Above: Doan, Simmond$. Below: Gwin, Wis.m.on, Righ1: Hog.sell, M, C,, 
Hogse11, W. w. 

To wards the latter part o f November, John W ither and Ha rry Linger .ar­
rived as reinforcements. It was about this t ime that Maastricht underwent 
G-erman "buzt bomb" and frequent a ir attacks. More than once work had to 
be halted as the war came a li tt le too close fo r comfort. The closest ca ll was 
the afternoon c'I " flicken•a-boom" (as the Dutch called them) landed in the 
next b lock., but fortunately ;t was a "dud." 

The- few leisure hour's the fellows had were spent enjoying 1he Du tch 
hospitality. Every Dutchman opened h is he.art and home to the American 
G I and no marter how little he had there was a willingness to share it with the 
Americans. 

In January, e;11 Lohmil ler jo ;ned the lab to act as supply man. The 
supply problem ;n Holland was none too good and Bil l had h;s headaches. 
It wasn't long after this I hat " Oley" Olson joined the Conquer crowd and Sgt. 
Von Oder was handed a field commission for his excellent management as 
lab chie f. 

After the armies crossed the Roer and dashed for the Rhine, Ninth Army 
again prepared to move. Preparations we,e also being made by Combat Lab 
" 8" to move with them. Then relief came in the form of the 168 Sig. Photo 
Co. The two companies worked in unison. tor a week or so before the 167 
Lab headed back to jo;n Hearquartcrs, Twe lfth Army Group at Verdun. Three 
men, Gwin, Linger, and Lightcap were left behind to accompany the 168 to 
Munchen~Gladbach, Germany, to offer advice and assistance to the newly ar• 
rived company. Then days later, they too, returned to Company he.:idquarters 
and Combat Lab " B" was broken up and the men given furloughs to 
Paris, France. 



• 





Behind the scenes .. . a buzz of activity 

Personnel and paperwork Supply: a 

bizarre of cameras and film, paper and pins 

the characters in Camera Repair making 

Rube Goldberg envious . . . mouth-watering 

smells in the kitchen down a1 the Motor 

Pool : "man agair\St the machine" we 

come in from 1-he field they meet us 

glad to see us they ask: "Shoot any pie-

turcs, win any medals., get any Lugers? .. . 

we shake hands . we smile . because we 

know they keep us going 
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Administration 
We called it the "front office". It's the place where the "brains" 

used to roost; the fellow wil'h the railroad tracks; the lad with three up, throe 
down, and a diamond in the middle. 

The orderly room with its administrative staff was the nerve center 
of the company. It wcis there that important decisions were made that af­
fected all of us; it was there that we went to squawk when there was any 
squawking to be done; it was there that the thousand and one detai ls of com· 
pany administration were taken care of. 

When the company was activated in Septembe r, 1943, Capt. Richard 
N. Farrell, of the 164th Signal Photo Co. became commanding officer. S-Sgt. 
Harry Linger al the 165th became First Sergeant. 

Overseas, while the c.ompany was at Verdun, S-Sgt, Gene Coogcm was 
cal led in from the field to become First Sergeant. Shortly afterward Capt. 

Above: Chamberlin, Reed. Be low: Fauell. 

Farrel l left the company to become photo­
graphic officer for the Fifteenth Army, and 
Capt. Merle H. "The Brain" Chamberlin 
rook over the swivel chair in the front ot• 
fice. Chamberlin and Coogan were a 
smooth combination. Between bouts they 
did a fine job of running the company. 

Like the harness on the horses that 
pulled the load, the Personnel section of the 
167th also played an important ro le in the 
successful functioning o f our gang of shut­
ter-bugs. 

They were the boys who did the pa­
perwork that got us paid. They spent te­
dious hours over our service records seeing 
that all entries were carefully made-be­
cause those five exua points became very 
important. They handled all the company 
correspondence, got us off on furloughs, 
and got those *$?&"@%!! morning reports 
in every morning. 

Not very glamorous or exciting, per­
haps, but that office was an indispensable 
cog in our company machinery. 

The 167th had as its fi rst personnel 
sergeant, Don Thomas., who came to us from 
the 165th and stayed until maneuvers were 
finished in Tennessee, when he transfor­
red to the 195th as First Sergeant. Clair 
Selby followed as head man in Personnel, 
but he left just before we went overseas, 
preferring the peace and quiet of 2nd Army 
Detachment headquarters to a boat ride. 
Then along came " Zeke", the gangling 
bean-pole who came in with the "fill­
ers". The full name: Martin Fuhrman, 
He took over when Selby left. He held 
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the job overseas, and he did so well that 
he kept it, even after making First Ser• 
geant. Which brings us to the moral: 
"The way to the top is through the front 
office." Two Fi rst Sergeants out of three 
Personnel Sergeants-not bad, not bad al 

all. 

There have been others who l.ibored 
dil igenHy in the off ice, amongst them John• 
son, Koop and Jacobsen. As the work of 
the company draws to a close, we find "Da,:.­
per Dick" M cMi I Ian. the k id with hep-a 
jive artist from way back who strictly beats 
a mean rhythm on the typewriter, especially 
after having done the payroll over for the 
umpteenth time because some befuddled 
WAC at detachment headquartNs thought 
he should have put in a semi-colon instead 
of a comma. Also, there's Jack (Jones, 
Jr.) Holloway, who files 'em away like it's 
all a big dark mystery, and if he himself 
can ever find 'em he figures he's a top­
notc'1 detective. Roger, 1hc "Zack' Zach­
ary, was up fronr overseas, but now does a 
mean job on the duty roster. Tom Reed, 
the comedian with the Hitler dialogue and 
the cackle in every egg he laid, was a stal­
wart member o f Personnel overseas, and 
stuck at it until he was dragged away for 
a discharge. "Bradley" Cutler came in 
toward the last for a few hot licks on the 
typewriter. 

The company's gratitude goes to Per• 
sonnel for a big job well•done. W e know 
we'd have twice as much trouble getting 
out if cur records weren't as straight and up• 
to-date as they are, But one question we'd 
I ike to ask: Why in hel I couldn't they have 
dished us out ninety-day furloughs on the 
Riviera, with beavco1.1p francs, acres of 
beautiful French girls, and stuff like "that 
there"? 

Or is that asking too much? 

Above; Fuhrm.an, Johnson , C~te r: Yarnell, Rohte1, 
Ll!Mond. Below: Holloway, McMillan. 



Camera Repa • I r 

Carneras take a beating at the f ront. You love your camera l ike a 
little b rother-but you toss it into 1he back of a weapons ca,rie r, d rop it (by 
m istake) in a foxhole, pour wa te r out o f its bellows during a rain storm. 
That's just the way things go when you ' re on a flying assignment, or you're 
trying to beat an 88 to the slit t rench. 

We needed a good camera repair crew. We were lucky-we go t one. 
They were a highly individualistic gang of characters: M .. Sgt. Robert Stuart, 
T-4 Ernest "Buck" Strader, T-4 Ralph Livoni, and T-5 Andy Tullis. Buried 
away in lheir little sanctum, they crea:ed some very wierd Rube Goldberg 
contraptions (an automatic. back-scratcher that whistles lhe "Siar Spangled 
Banner", a pcnrl•handled bunion-adjuster that brews coffee). But when 
it came to camc,as they could 1ear one down and .slap it back together in 
nothing flat. 

Back in the Sta tes, whenever we'd run into mechanical trouble during 
a t raining assignment, we'd go careening into Camera Repair with the offend­
ing picture .. box and a lill le while later i t would work as good as new. In­
between lhesc assignments, the repair c rew wo uld put in their spare t ime re­
pairing the Colonel's electric shaver, or the company washing machine or 
anything else with cogs and gears that wenl on the fritz. They were just 
itch ing to get their hands on that University o f Ca lifornia atom-smasher. 
When we got overseas, and 1he cameras really started to take a beating, 
Camera Repair came into its own. 

Lwol'li, Tullis, 8ar1hol, Stra-~r, S1var1, 
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Tullis, Stu<11rl, Str.:idct, Uvoni. 

Collecting all sorts of tools (including a German power lathe) from a ll 
over the E. T. 0 ., Camera Repair soon became the best equip1:>ed shop of its 
type in the ar'ca. Every so often Sgt. Stuart would take of-f on a litt le scaven­
ger tour to supplement the supply of tools. Often these litt le excursions 
were punctuated with excitement; like the t ime in Thionville when, after 
exploring a German munitions plant on the Moselle River, he suddenly found 
himself racing a patte rn of mortar shells down the r'Oad. 

Not all of this maintenance work was done in the peace and quiet of 
headquarters. On several occasions Strader, Livoni and Tullis took off into 
the field and did repairs for camera units operating on the various anny 
fronts. This policy saved a great deal of time in the servicing of equipment. 

One of the most important developments made bv Camera Repair was 
a great ly facilitated method of recessing the aocrtu,e plates on Eye mo cam• 
eras, an operation that did much ro ease the m·wie-men's woes. Other inven­
tions and modifications included: a focus micrometer for testinq Evemo 
lenses, weather shields for the Graphics, adao .. etS to m<"unt lhe 20" lens on 
the Leica, battery ex tension tubes made from flare r.art ridqes. test maaazines 
for the Filmo 14 1 and electric power control units for the Lab. Joe Barthol 
came in from the camera platoon to do the- dtahing necessary for making the 
many parts. 

For these developments, as well as repair work in the field, ahd service 
to the hundreds of camerc1men in the European theatre of war, Sgt. Stuart 
was awarded the Legion of Merit medal. but he wc1nts it clearlv understood 
that this was no one-man accomplishment. "The- rredit goes to all the guvs 
in Camera Repa ir," says Sgt. Stuart. "Thev're the lads 1hat really did 1he work. 
They were a fine c rew to work with, and I think !hey all deserved a medal­
I just happened to be the luckv one." 

In the 1-fadition of the 167th, the Camera Reoair section was just another 
part- of our " team", but it was a crew without who's efforts our cameramen 
could not have functioned in 1he field. They had • job to do-they did it. 



Me ss Ha 11 

They say that an army marches on its stomach-and the 167 th was 
no exception. By that, we don't mean to imply that we got down on our 
bell ies and crawled about like reptiles. But we loved to eat, and the mess 
hall was the firs t place we headed for when we carne in from an assignment. 

Way back when we were in basic t raining at Camp Crowder, going to 
chow was like running the obstacle course. The food (for want of a better 
word) was setved "fami ly" style, which meant that by the time the d ishes 
got down to the guys at the end of the table, they were empty. Those boys 
in "starvation corner" soon began to look like a trocity cases. 

If you dared to reach for anything, you were apt IO get your arms carved 
off. Not th'1t there was much to reach for-just spareribs, spareribs, and 
more spareribs. It was all ve ry depressing. 

But when the company was act ivated, all this was changed. We put a 
good bunch of boys in the kitchen and soon the 167th cuisine became fam­
ous wherever the company went. 

Above: left; Mulhancy, Ccn1cr; Duffy, laMond, Mvlh;iney, Nichols. Right; Kloposki, 
Anderson. 8~1ow: Leh, King. Cent~r; 0 18 enedeuo, Mc.Cue. Right; K,ng. 
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Mc:Cuc:, Arc;her, Di8t.-ncde1to, King, l(loposkl. 

Overseas the mess crew consisted of S•Sgt, Arley McCue, mess ser­
geant; and his cooks: T-4 Sam Di Benedetto, T-4 Richard King, T-5 Richard 
Kloposki, and T-4 Ray Archer. They were a hard-working bunch. 

One o f the th ings the company will always remernber was the "Snack 
Bar" set up at Mobberley, It was great, when you came back on 1he late 
truck after a date with a WAAF in Wilms low, to be able to hit the kitchen 
and find fresh hamburgers with all the trimmings just waiting to be consum• 
ed. Everyone from the C. 0 . on down used to d ive in for a " Dagwood" or 
a late cup of coffee. 

When we hit the continent nnd set up quarters .1t Verdun, the mess 
crew again became famous for its grub. We used to have all sorts of visitors 
earing with us, generals and others who had a taste for good food. 

On holidays like Thanksg iving and Christmas. the boys in the kitchen 
really outdid themselves. Great heaping plates of turkey, mashed potatoes, 
and that wonderful dressing just like the kind Mother used to try to mak.e. 

The boys had a genius for taking whatever was issued and making It 
taste like something one of lhe better New York restaurants would turn out. 

When we hit the sta tes again, the k itchen had a shift in personnel due to 
discharges and transfers. Dick King became mess sergeant, assisted by 
Mulhaney, Nichols, Duffy, and "Toots" l..lMond, who showed a hitherto un• 
suspected gift fo r swinging a skillet. 



801'\us, Mh)nis, C1:ttl'\lello, Slpko, Stange, R:tkow-ski. 

Motor Pool 

"Okay!-so I busted lhe front Axle. How was I to know there was 
a rock under that mud in the middle o f the road?" "I'm shoving out 
right away, old boy, Can you take this jeep, g ive it a complete overhaul, 
change the rings, grind the valves, and have it ready for me-let's say, in 
fifteen minutes?" 

These are some of the remarks you'd be likely to hear if you hung 
around our Motor Pool for a little while. Running a service s tat ion for a 
bunch o f hairbrained photogs is no cinch-it's more li ke something Barnurn 
& Bailey should have charge of: a rhree piston-ring circus. 

We had to have vehicles, "Whatsamatte r with walkin'-1·he Infan-
try does it." Sure, but we've got 500 lbs. of equipment-so: we had to have 
vehicles. And when you have vehicles you've got to have someone to 
keep them running. So we got a Motor Pool. 

Back in the States, these boys had done a job maintaining our vehicles 
and showing the cameramen which of the holes to put the gas in. But it 
wasn't until we got overease that their work really st.'lrted. It was in Eng ­
land that we inherited some rolling stock, mostly shell-shocked veterans of 
the African campaign. Thev were in aruesome condition. ~o $-Sot, Anthony 
Sioko, T-4's Phil Ciarn iello, Frank Bonus, Boleslaw Rakowski, and Sam Min­
nis set to work rebuilding 1-hem for- the job ahead. 

When we hit France, the Motor Pool took charge of unloading our 
equipment, For two days and nights, the bovs loaded huge flat landing 
barges used to float our equipment in toward Omah;i Beach. There was 
some overhauling to be done there, too, and with a li ttle fas t talk and some 
35 mm. film, the bovs managed to scrounge some parts for the job. 

Fr('lm the beach the long mntor convoy oroceeded to Versailles. w\, 0 re 
thev did toutine mainten.ance work in ptcoatation for the next move to Ver· 
dun. There was a lame stabl~ in an o ld Frenr-h oarrison at Ve rdun, .:.1nd 
it w:JS the.-e that' the 167th QaraC'le was set-uo. Tne for-mer eouine residents 
of the stable had left their usual mem~ntoes, so the g•ng had a little clean-



up job to do first. At this headquarters by means of trading, scrounging, 
and a little n..m that Radowski and Bonus· made into Thionville wit·h S1uart, 
the Motor Pool was able to obt.:'lin enough equipment to repair anything with 
four wheels, motor o r not. 

Our able 2 ½ drivers: Pie's Charles, Cosgrove, Nichols, Tara llo, and 
Wisman took over the job of hat11ing prisoners back from the front, and d riv• 
ing 1·he Red Ball run, as well as for the Signal Depot. In addition to the usual 
cargo, various o ther items were brought back, such as: the laundrv, m irrors, 
canned goods, and a few "liquid assets". Charles, Nichols and Tarallo, for 
some reasorl o r o ther, always had trouble decid ing w:,o wouldn't have to make 
the trips to Paris. 

The garage, finding it impossible to operate on a b.:'lsis of doing only 
2nd echelon work, had tt> replace their own motors and do other higher eche­
lon work. Be-cause of 1he large amc-unt of this they d id for our company 
and o ther units, people soon began coming ilround to ask fo r the " 161th 
Ordnance Co." 

Be-cause he was on 1he ball and knew all the right answers at the right 
time, Sgt. Sipk.o wa$ awarded a di rect commission and left the company to 
becorne Motor Officer for the 42nd Sig Construction Bn. S-Sgt. Withe rs 
took over the job and carried on as before. 

At Wiesbaden, the Motor Pool was set uo in an o ld school va rd, whe,e 
a small garage was improvised from poles and old tarpaulins. Then c:.ime 
1 he long voyage home. 

Returning to Fort Benning, Georgia, the Motor Pool was o rganized 
once more. S.Sf,1. Wi1hers received his discharge and $ ... Sgt. Rakowski 
took over as Motor Sergeant to continue the job of "Keeping 'em ro lling." 



Supply 

When we were kids we used to like to browse around the local "5 & 10", 
nickle-to-spend grasped in a grimy hand, wh ile we eyed the shelves bulging 
with assorted gaudy treasures. 

Nowadays, the same sort of thd ll comes back whenever we step into our 
own supply roorn; for it ever a plilCe was crammed with a variety of fascinat­
ing objc,;ts, the supply rocm c f a photcgraphic company is that p lace. 

It takes some 2,500 items of exp2ndable photograohic supplies to keep 
a photo company going, everything from lens tissue to Wa ll Sound Cameras. 
That is in addition to the hundred or so other items that are regular standard 
issue. 

The shelves groan beneath the weight of everything that is needed to 
take any kind of picture, still o r movie. There are enough supplies 3nd 
gadgets to set up several s t rictly professional photo laboratories. ~ 150,000.00 
worth of camefa.s wait In theif boxes for our cameramen to start putting things 
on fi lm 

It's a job to keep track o f all these items-a big, unexciting, st rictly 
vital job. But we had a good crew in the supply room, headed by W. 0 . J . G. 
Edward Blodgett. who came to our supply section from the 165th Signal Photo 
Co. back in the days when the outfit was fi rst activated. " Mf. B.", as we like 
to c.all him, joined the outfit as a Pfc and went all rhe way up the ladder, 
from Supply Sergeant to Supply Officer without losing any of his genial good 
humor. 

Lohmllle,, Chris1le, WIiiis, 81odgetl 
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Left: Peters, $mi1h . Above: 81odgtH 1, W1lbs. B(!low: Smith, Pet(!rs, $1.irr, Forseth, R1~ht: Fol'$¢1h 

Worki01g closely witn Mr. Blodgett is 5-Sgt. Alexander 0 . Christie, wno 

has done a swell job of d ishing out supolies for came ramen. His staff con· 
sist-s of T-4 's Robert Will is, Bill Lohmiller, Roger "Tne Lodger" Forseth, 

Roy Peters, Cnarles R. Smitn, and Pie De lmar Starr. 
The boys in supply had most of their neadaches overseas. They nad 

to haul out the crystal ball and tea leaves in order to anticipate the opeta• 
tional reQuirnments in film, photographic chemicals, replacement equipment1 

e tc.; for demand is based on the changing tactical situation, and shortage 
during a major campaign might have resulted in failure of the company 

mission. 
When precision camerc1 parts were needed and could not be obtained 

through normal supply channels, 01.1r Camera Repair section worked with 
Supply and fabricated the delicate parts. 

A photographer is a complicated character. Whereas the Infantryman 
goes in to combat with somewhere around $ 150. worth of equipment and clo th­
ing, it takes in the neighborhood of S700. to equip the sti ll pho tographer 

and S2,250. to keep the mo1 ion picture cameraman in the field. 
Often it was necessary to maintain supply lines of 300 miles to keep our 

photogs suppl ied with expendables. Several 1i mes Supply had the job of 
moving operational equipment totaling 60,000 pounds to new forward in­

stallations. 
For a fine job in the field, our hats are off to Supply: another s trong 

link in the chain that forms our team. 



It al l rushes by at a surging pace the 

men, the guns, the roar that's Action 

you capture one split second of it on a 

sheet of film, 4 x 5 you r'ecord a moment 

of the sound and the fury on a strip of cel luloid 

edged with sprocket holes so that 

somewhere near a warm fireplace 

they may study your picture in the Evening 

News 

loge seat 

Action 

er watch it on the screen from a soft 

and know what War is that's 
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AT TIMES IT SEEMS SO FUTILE . you battle the enemy, the elements . you won• 
der: " What's the use?" then, in a dog -eared copy of YANK, T IME, maybe LI FE, you 
see your picture . the shot you made at M etz, Bastogne, on the Rhine . suddenly 
you know a secret thri ll and, for awhi le, it alt seems worthwhile again like when 
the 167th photogs saw the above cover shots , , . 

• 

• 
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DIGGING IN , .. Bostogno CAVALRY PATROL. . . lhorl gun Forost 

L.~ .. 

DEA TH ... 100 feet owO)' MONTY, IKL. 0\1/\R,., G,in111111l.. 

ON THE PRINT IT DOESN'T LOOK REAL you know they have you zeroed in 
those shells are for you and the doughs next to you you click the shutter . just a 
bunch of guys crouching in tQe snow a tank lumbering down a road . . the crack and 
sting of th~ sniper's bullel will never be heard on the 8x10 glossy. How can you tell 
them the way it really was? Ask our guys who shot the above pix maybe they can 
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silver bromide on an acetate be/ 
I 

around like something alive wli 

snow-covered hill ... you grind 

motor is like a sound from hon! 

film ... in cute little pictures all/ 

... Destruction ... and War. A<f 

... where the sky is clear ancf 

theater, chew gum and watch . . 

moves a storm of Death ... Dest, 

... that YOlJ have caught ... or 

film ... 
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.,e ... but it writhes 

~n you thread the Eyemo on a 

J away ... the soft purr of the 

t ... and on that lifeless strip of 

1ust a shade different are Death 

Joss the sea ... across the world 

J the air is still ... they sit in a 

.. before their eyes 

i1ction ... and War 

,a lifeless strip of 
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When we aren,t laking pictures-we take 

pictures snapshots a postman's holi• 

day cu f buddies, the clowning, the places 

we,ve been, the pfanks, the beer busts it's 

all thel'e we paste I hem up in albums 

and bury then, away so that ln years to 

come when we al'e bald and fa1 with 

yachts and ulcers we may take them out 

again and chuckle to l'emember the 

167th 
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You Wish You Were Home • • • 

It's basic t raining ... . your eyes al'e heavy when your name is called .. . 
hands by your side . .. you left face . . . right lace .. . about face .. . you 
halt. Dishes .. . pots ... mops .. , soap and water .. or a shower 
after a hike. You stand ernct .. lockers erect men neat . . locke,s neat 

a bottle sweats in its hideout, and you sweat because you know its where-
abouts dust hides beneath a pair of shoes it's rough, li ke an infil tration 
course .. 

You Wish You Were Home ... 

Marched to the train, lxlnd and all . . no isy boat , , quiet water .. mess 

hall for bunks . mess ha ll for food . it smells ... you're packed in . it's 
war .. you're sad .. . you're lonely but you laugh . .. then England. Mob· 
berley is warm .. hills and trees . . soft grass ... winding roads with hedges 
hold ing them together bikes ... s low hikes .. dates and dances . a girl 

a date ... yeah, that was it, but .. 
You W ish You Were Home . .. 

Crossing the channel . liberty ship C rations .. Omaha Beach .. 
a hill a grave . France wrecked . people hungry . weary but brave. 

Trucks with rain, and the road .. Versailles, the peace of the past . . units 
pack men leave . to Armies . , Divisions . . and Corps the Front 
men leave for Verdun your C. P. your lab . 
You Wish You Were Home . . . 

Camera by your side . you follow the front , recording history with 
a lens you move on the cold c1nd snow move with you . the snow melts 

the ground becomes a fantasy of earth and water it rain.s , t-he mud 
under your feet becomes a slippery floor . you cover your c.imera with your 

raincoat you hea r a shell overhead it falls where? . where? .. 
rifle fire cuts the rain in half t-he sun comes out .. only to go beneath 
a cloud and in the shadows lie the injured you take a picture . but 
the dead are out of focus , the ground absorbs their emotions. Along the 

path of wnr a G. I. stops you . . "Say, Bud . you take pictures?" . yeah, you're 
a combat cameraman anothct shell hits the ground you hit the ground 
. . and wish it were a bed instead 
You Wish You Were Home . .. 

Like raindrops on a window si ll you keep saying: it's ovel' . it's 
over you're in Ge rmany but you think of home. By t ruck , , by train 

by boat .. and it has a sprint all its own t ime is coming to a point .. . 
this is it . , soon you will say so-long . . you look around for all about you 
are your friends . you've been together a long time . tiny thoughts of 
friends you've made . . you'll always remember. And then comes a voice 
from the bridge ... ''Do you see that land ahead? . . . that's Virginia Beach, 
U.S.A . . . " 
You Are Home. 
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